
DECLUTTERING MAY SPARK JOY, BUT DOWNSIZING FROM A TRADITIONAL
FAMILY HOME IS A STEP THAT SHOULDN’T BE TAKEN LIGHTLY. AFTER
CAREFUL CONSIDERATION, ONE LONDON COUPLE DECIDED THAT WHILE
THEY DID INDEED WANT TO SCALE DOWN, MOVING TO A CONDO WAS NOT
FOR THEM. INSTEAD, THEY HAVE OPTED TO ENJOY THE NEXT STAGE OF
LIFE IN A TASTEFULLY RENOVATED BUNGALOW. Continued on page 40 
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DOWNSIZING

DONE RIGHT Custom details prevail throughout the home, like column built-ins on either 
side of the fireplace for books and collectibles. Previously separated from each 
other by a wall, the kitchen, living room and dining area now forms an open 
heart of the home where guests gather around the peninsula counter and 
move easily from inside to out. A bright window for the owners’ orchids was a 
must. The painting above the fireplace is Head in the Sand by Michael Everett, 
one of the owners’ many local pieces.
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“We’re both retired and felt that we no 
longer wanted to maintain a large house and 
property,” the homeowner says. Spaces to 
relax individually within a new home and easy 
access to a backyard and garden were at the 
top of their checklist nonetheless. 

After 35 years in the same neighbourhood, 
the couple didn’t want to lose their sense of 
community by moving to a different part of 
town. They wanted the convenience of one-
floor living in a space that was open and filled 
with light. They also wanted to incorporate 
their art and collectibles into the new space. 

It took almost five years to find a house 
that fit the bill. 

The 1,520 sq. ft. house they chose had great 
bones, but its layout and décor were stuck in 
the 1990s. The couple moved into the partially 
finished basement while architectural 
designer Steve Sims of The Barnswallow 
Company and designer Carol Panczyk 
of Inside Inc. helped them realize their 
vision upstairs. 

“This was an unusual project,” says Steve. 
“We were able to make some relatively simple 
changes that really transformed the space.” 

Grecian columns and french doors 
were the first things to go. Instead of a 
formal dining room, the couple now enjoy 
meals around their antique kitchen table 
overlooking the backyard. 

Working with Melchers Construction 
Limited, the couple ripped out sheet flooring 
and wall-to-wall carpeting and replaced 
it with five-inch white oak engineered 
hardwood throughout from Halls Flooring 
Services. The light colour and matte finish 
allow a collection of old family rugs to 
take centre stage. 

Steve made two other subtle changes 
that delivered big impact. First, he removed 
a closet from the front office to create room 
for a front door with a transom and sidelights 
(Dashwood Industries Inc.). “It brings in 
so much natural light,” the homeowner says. 
“And it was important for me to be able to see 
right through the house.” 

Then Steve extended the living room wall 
to create a small vestibule leading into the 
master bedroom. “We only added nine inches, 
but it creates a feeling of privacy,” he says. 

Continued on page 42

LEFT: There are two sitting areas in the living room. 
The owners were happy to use furniture from their 
previous home. Walls are Dune White (Benjamin 
Moore). The home’s new flooring required the removal 
of a railing at the top of the basement stairs. Traditional 
wooden spindles were replaced with contemporary 
glass panels from Roes Stair Corp. BELOW: Steve Sims 
of The Barnswallow Company. Behind him, another 
built-in stacked shelving unit, housing a collection of 
rustic wood bowls.

ABOVE: Opening up the 
foyer was key to the home’s 
transformation, brightening 
a formerly dim entryway. 
RIGHT: Weathered wood 
pieces add arty detail to 
the powder room. Walls 
are Gothic Arch (Benjamin 
Moore). FAR RIGHT: 
The small but airy office 
provides getaway space in 
the compact house.

A gallery-style arrangement 
of local art adds interest 
to the dining area 
overlooking the backyard.
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Removing, then reimagining, the wall 
separating the living room and kitchen was 
a larger undertaking that delivered equally 
stunning results. 

The original living room featured built-
in bookshelves and a gas insert fireplace 
with a ceramic tile surround. The room was 
completely cut off from the kitchen. Today, 
the couple can relax in front of a sleek glass 
fireplace from My Fireplace, surrounded by 
contemporary open shelving where treasured 
collectibles are displayed. 

The space flows into the kitchen thanks 
to a large island topped with Caesarstone 
from Bernardo Group Ltd. It is a natural 
gathering spot for friends and family, the 
homeowner says, and provides plenty of 
counter space for a busy cook. 

The kitchen, designed by Jeff Fisher of 
Fisher Design & Drafting Services, is 
sleek and uncluttered. Shaker-style cabinets in 
muted tones of Gothic Arch (Benjamin Moore) 
and Windfresh White (Sherwin Williams) 
provide ample storage, while stainless 
steel appliances from Appliance Canada 
maintain the modern aesthetic. 

The homeowner is particularly fond of 
the oversize tile backsplash, sourced at the 
London Design Gallery by Great Floors 
and installed by Gallerno Marble & Tile. 
“It has a nice hand-made textural matte 
finish,” she notes. 

Double doors (Dashwood) lead outside to a 
spacious deck that was built on the foundation 
of a previous sunroom. “It had a roof, which 
actually prevented light from coming into the 
house,” the homeowner explains. 

The home’s master bathroom also needed a 
complete rethink. Continued on page 44

ABOVE: White walls show 
off art, Crow in a Box by 
Michael Everett, and a 
distressed wood work 
bench. TOP RIGHT: A new 
deck overlooking extensive 
gardens takes the place of 
a former covered sunroom 
that was blocking natural 
light. RIGHT: In the galley-
style kitchen, the bright 
white tile backsplash and 
shaker-style cabinets are in 
crisp contrast to white oak 
flooring and colourful rugs.
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Gone are the corner jacuzzi and old-
fashioned shower stall, replaced by a 
Zitta freestanding tub (Aqualuxe Bath 
Showroom) and walk-in glass shower (B&G 
Glass & Mirror Service). Aqualuxe also 
supplied the vanity and fixtures. “It’s still not 
a huge bathroom, but the space works much 
better,” says the homeowner. 

While some people relish the opportunity 
to make a clean sweep, this owner says, “We 
were determined to avoid having to buy 
all new furniture in order to make the new 
smaller space feel like our own.” 

Instead, they designed their new home 
with existing pieces in mind, including a 
favourite sofa set, reupholstered by Munn 
Weston Upholstery.

“We parted with a lot of furniture,” the 
homeowner notes, recalling the effort to pare 
down from four bedrooms to one and from 
formal living and dining rooms to a single 
open living space. “A lot of thought went 
into deciding what we were going to bring 
into this house.” 

Their careful editing process plus Steve’s 
key changes to the home’s layout add up 
to a win-win: downsized living that still 
feels like home.  OH

The master bath may be
compact but there was no

skimping on luxurious touches
like the double vanity, soaker

tub and walk-in glass shower. Walls are
Classic Gray (Benjamin Moore).
BELOW: The master bedroom,

which overlooks the sunny
backyard, is big enough for a

cosy reading area. The bathroom
redesign left room for a new

walk-in closet off the bedroom
(Custom Closet Solutions).
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