
B But a couple of years later, the allure of the Algonquin Highlands proved 
irresistible. “We had made a lot of friends on this lake,” he says. “We had 
always wanted to come back.” 

Seated at the dinner table in the couple’s new five-bedroom log 
home on Kushog Lake, he recalled how they first got to know the 
area. Mississauga residents, they were introduced to the lake when 
the parents of youngsters who played hockey with the Conroy sons 
invited them up to their cottage. The Conroys later rented a cottage and 
then bought their first summer home on Kushog. “We really enjoyed 

ourselves and the kids were enjoying it,” says Brian. “That’s what 
attracted us to buy the very first cottage.” 

“I like this lake,” says Donna. “Kushog is a long, narrow lake. You 
can go for a nice long boat ride and you can just see things on both 
sides of the lake,” she says. “There are enough bays for the guys to go 
waterskiing, wakeboarding or whatever else they want to do.”

On their return to cottage country, they initially bought a place on 
Twelve Mile Lake, but they longed to return to Kushog and looked at 
several properties before they found their ideal spot. Continued on page 65

Brian and Donna Conroy thought 
they were done cottaging. 
“When the kids started to go to 
university, we thought it was over,” 
says Brian. “We sold the cottage 
and retreated back to the city.”
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KUSHOG
 Delight

The Conroy family returned to the Algonquin
Highlands and built an 1867 Confederation Log &
Timber Frame cottage on their favourite lake.
BELOW: Builders installed pine cladding on
the existing garage to match the cottage. 
RIGHT: Dovetail corners, as seen at the edge of
the front porch, are self-tightening, shed water and
conceal the double tongue and groove log joinery.
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“We wanted to be at this end of the lake,” 
says Brian. “We wanted to stay down here 
where all our friends are.”

They bought just over an acre of waterfront 
land, with 750 feet of shoreline in a sheltered 
cove, near the south end of Kushog Lake. 
It overlooks Kushog Island. The property’s 
southern end is a tiny wooded peninsula, 
nearly surrounded by water, where the 
original cottage, built about 75 years ago, still 
stands, bright yellow and red.

The Conroys wanted a new cottage, 
of Donna’s design. They examined several 
options, including a custom-built summer 
home. When they viewed a cottage built of 
logs from the Haliburton Forest, they were 
impressed. “I had always thought that any 
home with a lot of pine wood didn’t appeal 
to me,” says Donna. “Once we were in this 
other place, I really liked it. We both liked 
it,” says Donna. “Everything about it was just 
right,” says Brian.

They took their plans and ideas to 1867 
Confederation Log & Timber Frame 
where the staff won their confidence. 
Confederation’s reputation, its 3D walk-
through of designs and pre-assembly of logs 
and timbers on the factory floor helped earn 
the Conroys’ trust, explained Rich Kinsman, 
vice-president of sales. The company works 
with clients’ ideas, needs, lifestyles and 
desires in designing each home, he explains. 
“They knew what they wanted to have and 
we tweaked it to make it great,” Rich said. 
Confederation supplied logs and timbers for 
the two-storey home. “They were really good 
people to deal with,” says Brian. 

TOP LEFT: Modern Home Carpet One supplied tile flooring for the cottage foyer. TOP RIGHT: 
A vaulted pine ceiling, intersected with beams, soars above the great room fireplace built by 
Dwayne Simms. ABOVE: Brian and Donna Conroy say their many friends on Kushog Lake drew 
them back to the back-country neighbourhood. OPPOSITE: High arched windows in the great 
room catch the afternoon sun. They overlook Kushog Lake and Kushog Island. 

Continued on page 66

We used local suppliers and local contractors 
wherever we could. We had really good 

people doing the work here.
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The Conroys wanted a main-floor master 
bedroom as well as an office for Brian, an 
accountant who still crunches numbers 
part-time. Ground floor plans included a large 
open-concept great room with an adjoining 
dining room and kitchen, as well as a utility 
room. Upstairs, they created two wings, each 
with two bedrooms and a bathroom, separated 
by a central games room. A single-stringer, 
pine staircase with timber treads, an original 
Confederation design, connects the main floor 
with the upstairs. 

Greg Bishop Surveying & Consulting 
Ltd. plotted the property lines. Francis 
Thomas Contracting Co. Ltd. prepared 
the building site, excavated the basement and 
built the insulated concrete form foundation. 
The company also installed the septic 
system and driveway.

Builder Scott Doan of S&S Construction 
impressed the Conroys with his attention to 
detail as he laid engineered hardwood flooring 
and tiles from Modern Home Carpet One. 
He also installed trim, doors and ceilings. 
“He was very good,” says Brian. “He was a 
lifesaver.” Scott built a fixed dock as well as 
a path with handrails leading down to the 
lake where Houston Marine Systems 
supplied a floating dock and ramp, designed to 
accommodate the wide-ranging lake levels.

Emmerson Lumber Limited 
furnished the kitchen cabinetry with 

Continued on page 68

Emmerson Lumber Limited supplied kitchen cabinetry, 
including stone countertops from Delray Granite. 
Hardwood flooring came from Modern Home Carpet 
One. OPPOSITE: A door at one end of the dining space 
leads to a ground floor utility room. LEFT: An original 
Confederation design, this sturdy, single-stringer 
staircase with thick pine treads connects the cottage’s 
two main levels.
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granite countertops from Delray Granite while Haliburton 
Timber Mart supplied finishing materials and shaker-style doors 
throughout the home.

Haliburton Artesian Well Drillers and Ontario Water Well 
Fracturing ensured an ample supply of fresh water. Don Barker 
Heating & Cooling provided year-round climate control while Sharp 
Electric wired the home and supplied ceiling pot lights. Highlands 
Plumbing & Heating looked after the waterworks.

“We used local suppliers and local contractors wherever we could,” 
says Brian. “We were really pleased. We had really good people doing 
the work here.”

The couple didn’t leave all of the work to professionals, however. 

Donna led a team of friends who stained the exterior log walls as well 
as all the soffit, fascia and pine cladding. “It was three coats,” says 
Donna. “Except for the logs, everything was stained before it was put 
on. They were stained in the garage by myself and our friends. We had 
a bunch of ladies here from all over.” They used the carport and garage 
as their paint shop. To aesthetically tie the site together, Confederation 
provided pine cladding that replaced the vinyl siding on the garage.

The carport, a feature suggested by one of their sons, was a great 
addition. “That was absolutely one of the best things we put on the 
house,” says Brian. “We use this place year-round. It’s so easy to unload 
and load cars right through the side door in any kind of weather.”

Donna chose most of the home’s lighting from a variety of suppliers. 

RIGHT: Painted bright 
yellow with red trim, 
the original cottage on 
their property has been 
left standing on a south-
facing point of land. 
BELOW: A tiny wooded 
islet sits just off the 
point. BELOW RIGHT: 
S&S Construction 
installed a fixed dock on 
the waterfront where 
Houston Marine Systems 
supplied a floating dock 
and ramp that adjusts to 
fluctuating lake levels. 

Continued on page 70

We design and build
log & timber frame homes.

Always custom. Amazing support. The Total Package.

Go to our website and learn about:
• Our nearly 40 years in business
• 3D virtual walkthroughs
• Browse over 100+ different floor plans
• Photo gallery of finished homes
• How to get started
• Attend a seminar and much more!

1-877-Go-2-Logs (1-877-462-5647)

confederationloghomes.com
We know that shopping for a log or timber 
frame home can be a daunting task. After 
all, this is your dream home we’re talking 
about. You can’t trust just anyone with 
something this big.

1867ConfederationMSUM18.indd   1 2018-06-04   5:12 PM
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LOCAL SOURCE GUIDE
• 1867 Confederation Log & Timber Frame • Delray 

Granite • Don Barker Heating & Cooling • Dwayne 

Simms • Emmerson Lumber Limited • Francis 

Thomas Contracting • Greg Bishop Surveying & 

Consulting Ltd. • Haliburton Artesian Well Drillers 

• Haliburton Timber Mart • Highlands Plumbing & 

Heating • Houston Marine Systems • Modern Home 

Carpet One • Ontario Water Well Fracturing • S&S 

Construction • Sharp Electric

As in most of her design, convenience and utility were paramount. “I 
just basically like practical, functional things,” says Donna. “It doesn’t 
have to be super splashy. I just want to be able to work with things 
and put things away that need to be put away.”

The couple have enjoyed summer among friends on their favourite 
lake. They admit they probably spend more time at the cottage than 
at their Mississauga home. This cherished spot is something they 
intend to pass on to their children. “We didn’t build it to flip it and 
sell it,” says Brian. “It’s going to stay with the kids and stay with the 
grandchildren.”  OH

LEFT: Shaker-style doors, inset with frosted glass, open to Brian’s main floor 
office. BELOW: Donna chose the cottage light fixtures from a variety of 
sources. BOTTOM: A main-floor master bedroom with an en suite was an 
essential part of their cottage design.

Let us help you design your dream kitchen!
Complete 3D Service Including 3D Rendering

705.457.1550
63 Maple Ave., Haliburton EMMERSON

LUMBERemmersonlumber.com

Beautiful Floors. Naturally.

350 ECCLESTONE DRIVE • BRACEBRIDGE, ON
705-645-2443 • carpetonebracebridge.ca

CARPET • HARDWOOD • VINYL • CERAMIC • LAMINATE

AREA RUGS • NATURAL STONE • WINDOW COVERINGS

N O R T H E R N  P O I N T S  R O O F I N G
&  E X T E R I O R S

Renovations from the roof down. 
Northern Points Roofing Renovations 
is an experienced roofing company  
offering all types of roofing services.

Asphalt  |  Steel  |  Flat  |  Cedar Aternatives
We also offer solid surface  

decking and railing by ‘Dec’k’ing’

519.507.4464  |  855.507.4464 
info@nprexteriors.ca

nprexteriors.com

1295 Muskoka Road 118 West, Bracebridge
705.645.3380  stoneway.inc@gmail.com
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