
THE 2017 ANNUAL
MILTON UNITED WAY
HOLIDAY HOUSE TOUR

CHRISTMAS 
COMES Early

STORY JOYCE TURNER-GIONET  |   PHOTOGRAPHY KELLY HORKOFF “The holiday season for us is all about 
entertaining and creating a warm, inviting 
ambience so that our guests feel the 
magic that comes along with the holidays. 
We love to entertain and welcome both 
family and friends to celebrate. We often 
host multiple parties to ensure we spend 
as much time as possible celebrating 
with those we love. As this was our 
first Christmas in our new home, we 
were so blessed to have found Diane 
Mackay from Rivercroft Interiors who 
understood what we wanted to achieve 
and created the perfect winter wonderland 
theme that flowed inside and out. She 
created the most magical backdrop that 
made for an unforgettable Christmas for 
our little boys and loved ones who shared 
the season with us.”
–  Homeowners Airikka Passmore  

& Michael Nicholls Continued on page 49

The Rivercroft Interiors team: Owners Brittany Nagy and Diane Mackay
with holiday helpers Caitlyn Clancy Orti and Kristin Weber.
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AAirikka and Michael were honoured to have 
their house showcased on the 2017 Milton 
Holiday House Tour, an annual event that 
raises money for the United Way.

During the holidays, we all want to create 
an unforgettable ambience. Nothing enhances 
special moments more than a home that 
looks, feels and smells like Christmas. For the 
precious hours we celebrate together, all of our 
senses are engaged, and everything feels right 
with the world. 

The holidays are a time when people like 
designer Diane Mackay and her talented 
holiday team from Rivercroft Interiors 
(Brittany Nagy, Kristin Weber, Caitlyn Clancy 
Orti and builder/renovator Mark Nagy) should 
be on speed dial. It’s a wonderful time, but it 

can be stressful. Stepping back and letting the 
professionals “have at it” is a gift in itself. 

Airikka and Michael visited Diane’s design 
studio, a converted barn overlooking a river in 
Milton, and were happy to have her decorate 
their home – a modern take on a two-storey 
red-brick Georgian. “Airikka and Michael 
liked the vibe of Rivercroft and wanted to 
incorporate its rustic glam into their holiday 
decorating. They have a young family and a 
dog, so whatever we did had to be liveable and 
not overly precious. But as one of six homes on 
the tour, it also needed to wow visitors,” Diane 
says. “As a design firm, we also had to show 
visitors how to incorporate different elements 
into their holiday decorating and have it all 
blend tastefully.”

Greens bring the outdoors in to 
create a festive holiday table.

Simple additions, like pine cones and pretty white trees, help 
tie the kitchen into the rest of the decorated spaces. TOP 
RIGHT: A live-edge serving board creates a wintery feel.

The dining room is aglow with warm light from the pretty white 
tree. BOTTOM RIGHT: The servery is made festive with holiday 
accents. BOTTOM LEFT: A bar cart in gold is a glamorous, 
functional addition to any holiday gathering.

Continued on page 50
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At the front of the home, the walkway was lined with beautifully 
arranged birch and evergreen-scented candles, a Rivercroft signature 
item. White lights cradled in garlands of pine and cedar lit the 
windows. Birch branches arched over the front entrance. Diane 
described it as “simple and elegant.” All the greens were fresh and 
real – just completely natural. The house is set in a rural backdrop that 
stretches for acres, so the natural theme was appropriate for the setting. 
She carried the theme indoors, accenting the fresh greens and rustic 
elements with a few main colours – white, black, silver and various 
shades of blue. 

Of all the beautiful rooms, the sitting room was Diane’s favourite 
to decorate. She brought in nail-studded black velvet chairs 
and a rustic black wood table. Black stockings trimmed with 

creamy faux fur were hung against the white fireplace mantel for 
dramatic contrast. 

Arrangements of salal leaves and eucalyptus added a festive feel 
and a fresh minty scent. “I Iove using salal at the holidays, it’s lush 
and pretty,” says Diane. Although decorating with fresh materials can 
be expensive, salal is easy to work with; it winds easily around stair 
railings or doorways and its lustrous shine adds a special magic. As 
an added bonus, it’s relatively inexpensive. A 10-foot white flocked 
tree from Rivercroft was dressed from tip-to-toe in white and silver. 
Decorative white antlers, faux-fur cubes, silver candelabras and pillows 
in hues of blue, grey and silver complete the effect. A three-tiered silver 
tray of cookies (baked and wrapped by the Rivercroft team) was left on 
display – not for Santa, for visitors. 

The living room blends 
fresh, earthy greens with 
dark, moody accents like 
black stockings.

Continued on page 52

OAKVILLE
1200 Speers Rd  905-827-8555

TOrOnTO
900 Caledonia Rd  416-787-8555
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In the dining room, the table was set with 
Airikka’s white porcelain dishes. A grey velvet 
table runner showcased a centre arrangement 
of eucalyptus branches and birch accents. Silk 
ribbon was added to each dining room chair. 

Pine cones and white boxwood-and-berry 
wreaths made a statement against the dark 
oak interior doors. The centre staircase 
was wrapped in salal, and each tread held a 
scented candle. In the living room, a flocked 
Christmas tree held a sparkling array of blue 
ornaments, including Disney ornaments (the 
family are fans!). Traditional nutcrackers sat 

next to glass jars and champagne glasses filled 
with gittering silver and blue balls. 

It’s all about the details for designers. 
Since the entrance presented a stunning intro 
to the home, there had to be an equally fab 
finale. As visitors exited, they passed through 
an enchanting arbour of lit birch trees. A 
live-edge table was strewn with homemade 
treats, including marshmallows. Wool and 
faux-fur blankets and cushions were tossed 
on easy chairs, and birch logs crackled in the 
firepit, with the requisite marshmallow sticks 
painted a festive white. Continued on page 54

It’s cosy and warm with the addition of chunky 
blankets and faux fur accents. BELOW: The 
entryway is made pretty with wrapped gifts 
and the glow of a pretty white tree.

905 220 5391  

trisha@trisharossinteriors.com

trisharossinteriors.com

“From concept development to virtual design plans and selecting 

the right finishes; experience a well designed renovation with 

Trisha Ross Interiors. Do it once, do it well, love your home.” 

~ Trisha Murray Ross, Principal Designer Before

Turn-key design in Burlington, Oakville 
and surrounding areas.
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The homeowners and professional 
decorators on the tour volunteer their 
time and talent to help raise money for 
The United Way of Milton. Kudos to 
homeowners Airikka and Michael and 
to the team at Rivercroft for their talent, 
enthusiasm and unforgettable holiday 
decorating tips, and for embracing the true 
meaning and spirit of the holidays. 

*All furnishings and décor items provided 
by Rivercroft Interiors. 

ABOUT THE MILTON 
HOLIDAY HOUSE TOUR
All money raised from tickets 
sold in the Milton Holiday 
House Tour stays in Milton. 
Proceeds contribute resources 
to the community and the 
29 agencies funded by The 
United Way, which provides 
services to area residents.  OH

TOP: Stay outdoors a 
little longer with the 
warmth of a fire and soft 
wintery throws. LEFT: 
Decorative accents can be 
brought outdoors to help 
set the scene. 

A s’mores station 
makes winter 

festivities merry 
and bright. 

Visit Our Showroom To See Our 
Fiberglass Doors on Display!

Quality Doors - Since 1993
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