
Davidson
Before moving to Vancouver, Leslie, husband 
Dave and their daughters Lauren, 16, and 
Kaitlyn, 15, lived in Oakville, but decided 
to make Burlington their home this time 
around. “We love exploring the many parks, 
trails, restaurants and festivals that happen 
throughout the year in our new home 
town,” she says. 

Instead of purchasing an existing home, 
Leslie and Dave decided to buy new from 
builder Pine Glen Homes Inc. “While 
visiting some homes on the market, we 
noticed a lot for sale with the opportunity 
to build a custom home. We felt the lot was 
fantastic as it backed onto green space and 
was close to many amenities, including 
schools,” says Leslie.

Designer Kate Davidson of Kate + 
Co. Design Inc. guided them through their 
custom project from the ground up. “We 
worked with the family and the builder from 
the starting phase, establishing the layout 
and selecting the exterior materials as well, 
all the way to selecting the finishes and paint 
colours,” says Davidson.

“We wanted to incorporate some of the 
design elements from our home in British 
Columbia, including large peaked windows, 
a combination of stone and siding on the 
exterior, with an elegant yet rustic feel on the 
inside,” says Leslie. “A bright, open-concept 
kitchen was very important to us but a formal 
living room was not, so we opted not to 
include one in our floor plan.” 

“WE SPENT SEVEN
WONDERFUL YEARS
IN BEAUTIFUL BRITISH
COLUMBIA BUT
DECIDED IT WAS TIME
TO RETURN HOME
WHERE ALL OF OUR
FAMILY RESIDES,”
SHARES LESLIE,
CHATTING ABOUT HER
NEW, CUSTOM BUILT
HOME IN BURLINGTON.

LEFT: A blend of soothing neutrals 
and textures exude timeless elegance. 
BELOW: A bench makes good use of the 
space in the entry. OPPOSITE: Natural 
stone and wood give the family room an 
upscale yet rustic vibe.
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COMING

Continued on page 79
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ABOVE: A bright, spacious kitchen was on the family’s wish list. 
OPPOSITE, TOP LEFT: A chevron pattern on the floor adds 
playfulness to the mudroom. TOP RIGHT: A spacious workspace 
makes meal preparation easy. BOTTOM LEFT: The kitchen design 
carries into the butler’s pantry for continuity. BOTTOM RIGHT: A 
coffered ceiling gives the dining room a more formal feel. 

From the outset, it was clear the family preferred an open-concept 
home. “They asked us to create a sense of openness and wanted a 
light and airy family living space” says Davidson. “It’s really about the 
function when designing a family friendly home. We went back and 
forth on the overall size of the house and rooms, making sure every 
room in the end would be used and served a function.” Completed last 
summer, the 4,000-sq. ft. two-storey home features a palette of whites, 
greys and earth tones and wide-plank, white oak floors throughout 
most of the house.

“They wanted a classic style of home; they didn’t want to do 
anything too bold or trendy. They were conscious of selecting less 
trendy colours and patterns and leaned towards the more timeless 

finishes we proposed,” says Davidson.
The kitchen features a marble herringbone backsplash that adds 

subtle contrast to the white countertop. Nickel hardware adds polish 
to the modified shaker cabinets by Frendel Kitchens Ltd. The 
large centre island is stained a contrasting grey. “I always recommend 
incorporating drawers in the island to add more storage and 
functionality,” adds Davidson.

The dining room steps out of the neutral zone with an eggshell 
blue wall and black metal light fixture. “The family didn’t bring much 
furniture over from Vancouver, except the dining table,” says Davidson. 
“They had this big harvest table they had made in Vancouver, black 
with a wood top, which is why we added black to the lighting fixture.” 

Continued on page 82

Homeowner Leslie with Kate Davidson 
of Kate + C o. Design Inc.
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TOP: The homeowner wanted outdoor living and dining spaces, 
which were achieved with the creation of the outdoor loggia 
and cabana. LEFT: The cabana conveniently includes a spot for 
showering and changing. ABOVE: Stepping out from the kitchen 
leads to a covered outdoor area with a stone fireplace, TV and 
seating area. OPPOSITE: Elements from the family’s home in 
British Columbia were incorporated in the design.

“WE WANTED TO
INCORPORATE SOME
OF THE DESIGN
ELEMENTS FROM
OUR HOME IN
BRITISH COLUMBIA,
INCLUDING A
COMBINATION OF
STONE AND SIDING
ON THE EXTERIOR.” 
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TOP LEFT: Deeper hues create a more masculine office setting. TOP RIGHT: 
Furniture-grade cabinetry creates a timeless aesthetic in this bathroom. 
LEFT: Soothing hues and mixed metals create a zen-like bathroom retreat.

The family room, situated across the hall from the kitchen, features a 
stone fireplace flanked by beautiful yet functional built-ins and soaring, 
double height ceilings. Located at the front of the home, the office is 
accented with warmer tones, the dark grey fireplace adorned with a 
quartz surround. 

Located beside the garage, the mudroom features a chevron pattern 
porcelain tile selected for its durability. “We selected the tile as it 
offered textural interest and warmth to the space and is forgiving for 
heavy traffic dirt,” says Davidson.

In the upper level, double doors open to a private balcony in the 
master bedroom. A fireplace warms the space on cooler evenings. 
“You don’t need to have a huge bedroom area when you have a good-
size walk-in closet and bathroom in your master,” says Davidson, 
who points to the bedroom’s cove ceiling as another subtle, 
interesting detail. 

Davidson often includes millwork to add interest and dimension to 
the spaces she designs. “It adds to your budget but it adds a nice touch 
and character to an otherwise plain space.”

Family interests influenced the design, explains Davidson. “The 
family likes to watch movies and play games, so the basement has a 
theatre room and a games room,” she says, noting the built-in bar in 
the theatre room. Continued on page 84 We are kitchen obsessed!

paragonkitchens.com
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“I am so happy that we decided to 
move forward with a custom home,” 
says Leslie. “The builder made the 
entire process a wonderful experience. 
As we had never taken on such a huge 
project before, having the design 
expertise of Kate Davidson was 
invaluable to us; we are thrilled to have 
had her creativity and experience by 
our side,” says Leslie.

“My favourite room is definitely 
our kitchen followed very closely by 
our master bedroom and en suite,” she 
says. “The large Caesarstone island 
in the kitchen is not only a beautiful 
feature but is also extremely functional 
and easy to maintain. And the master 
bedroom and en suite offer a peaceful 
and cosy escape at the end of each day.” 
A home sweet homecoming indeed.  OH

LEFT: The master retreat is set 
for all seasons, from a toasty fire 
in cooler temperatures to coffee 
on the deck in warmer seasons. 
BELOW: A modern soaker tub 
adds dimension to the en suite. 
BOTTOM LEFT: Shaker-style 
espresso cabinets add contrast 
in the master en suite. BOTTOM 
RIGHT: Mayfair Statuario tile 
on the walls and floors provides 
continuity in the en suite. 

Trisha Murray Ross 
Principal Designer

Trisha Ross Interiors 
Renovate with me in the Greater Toronto Area,  Let’s talk about homes!

c: 905 220 5391  
trisha@trisharossinteriors.com  /  trisharossinteriors.com

Follow my work! Facebook  /  Instagram

“From renovation planning and concept development to selecting beautiful finishes and furnishings; 
experience a designer-led renovation with Trisha Ross Interiors. Do it once, do it well, love your home.” 

~ Trisha Murray Ross, Principal Designer 
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