
IIn the fast fashion world we live in today, it’s 
hard to imagine anyone putting their heart and 
soul into any one thing, but that’s exactly what 
Mississauga builder Peter Giampuzzi of Ornella 
Homes has done with his Port Credit project.
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ABOVE: A bridge between 
the bedrooms creates an 
airy upper level. BELOW: 
Standing on the bridge 
provides unfettered 
sightlines of the living 
room below. OPPOSITE: A 
soaring cathedral ceiling and 
exposed trusses frame the 
beautiful stone fireplace.
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“Ornella Homes is a family business, with 
roots in the construction industry since 
the early 1950s. My grandparents were very 
industrious – true craftspeople: stone masons, 
woodworkers, plumbers. They were very 
proud of their work,” says Peter, who started 
in the masonry business doing renovations 
and got into building 12 years ago. “Ornella 
Homes celebrates great craftsmanship through 
excellence in design and construction, 

built on a double lot, so it’s unique for this 
neighbourhood.”

The size was something David was 
cognisant of when designing the layout. “The 
way we deal with that architecturally is that 
we portray a bungalow architecture,” he 
says. “Nowhere are you seeing a full-height, 
two-storey wall in order to be respectful of the 
neighbourhood. It’s done in a way so as not to 
be too overpowering. We’re keeping the house 

low to fit in with the neighbourhood.”
The home was designed for a senior 

executive and his family who desired an 
elegant living and entertainment space. “We 
used a blend of local and import products 
to deliver a style which was uniquely 
Canadian,” says Peter. “The stone was ordered 
direct from a local quarry in Owen Sound. 
The exterior mouldings are laser cut and 
installed using injection foam so there’s no 

which we share with our very happy 
clients, every day.”

The home boasts a great address just a 
couple of blocks from the lake. “It’s a highly 
pedestrian neighbourhood,” says project 
home designer David Small of David Small 
Designs. “You can leave your car at home and 
walk to restaurants or to the waterfront park. 
Also, 75-foot lots are very rare in this area; 
most are 50-foot. This particular property is 

warping or cracking over time.” The roof is 
a blend of limestone, grey cedar shakes and 
lead-coated copper.

“The exterior facade blends Indiana 
limestone and grey field stone, and cedar 
shakes from Quebec,” adds Peter. “We carried 
some of that masonry work through to the 
interior to create a very natural look. We 
wanted to break the boundary between the 
interior and exterior of the home.”

The expansive yet serene kitchen, breakfast bar and dining room are 
warmed by white oak flooring, an oak canopy and drawers. TOP LEFT: 
Shaker-style cabinetry is trimmed in light grey. The grey in the range hood 
is darker. BOTTOM LEFT: Built-in cabinetry in the home office provides a 
place to display favourite treasures.

Continued on page 52
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With the volume of stonework, the right materials and tradespeople 
were essential. Quartex Surfaces supplied all the countertops, 
and Peter recruited Pasquale, a 74-year-old stonemason, and his two 
friends Joe and Tony. “They did all the masonry work on the home the 
old-fashioned way, with hammers and chisels,” says Peter. “Pasquale 
has been a mason since he started with his father at 12-years-old in 
Calabria, Italy.”

From the front door, visitors can see straight through to the massive 
double-sided stone fireplace in the great room. “The space is designed 
with perfect symmetry throughout,” says Peter of the 24-foot vaulted 
ceiling that leads from the front door to the back. “It has a cathedral 
effect, and lines up with the double-sided fireplace at the back, creating 
a light tunnel though the house.”

The great room fireplace mantel is made from 2,000 pounds of 
graphite marble, which is also used for a coffee and side table. A 
sparkling chandelier from Restoration Hardware is a showstopper. “It’s 
600 pounds of polished nickel with 18 candles; we had to reinforce the 
roof to support the load,” says Peter. 

The open-concept kitchen features double-
framed shaker-style cabinetry in painted 
poplar, and a white oak bar and accents. “We 
tied the white oak rafters into the kitchen 
drawers and canopy. We had the carpenters 
finish the same wood for the columns, 
coffee tables and kitchen tables. It’s just 
beautiful,” says Peter.

The striking white oak is seamlessly 
paired with a complementary quartz island, 
backsplash and countertop. It’s not surprising 
that the kitchen won the Architectural 
Woodwork Manufacturers Association of 
Canada (AWMAC) Award of Excellence 
for Best Residential Project of 2019. “All the 
millwork was completed in the house by 
Filipe Silva of Allwood Carpentry. He’s a 
third-generation millwork craftsman and an 
incredibly talented artisan. Each part of the 
kitchen was handmade according to spec to be 
grand without being overly audacious. He is a 
truly one-of-a-kind artist,” says Peter.

ABOVE: Light and 
bright choices are 
perfect for a child’s 
room. RIGHT: Bright 
subway tiles are stacked 
in this bathroom. 
FAR RIGHT: A pretty 
window seat is set 
for daydreaming.

A walnut frame defines 
the white upholstered 
headboard. TOP RIGHT: 
Chandeliers add sparkle to 
the elegant en suite design. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: A blend 
of shelving and cabinetry 
maximizes storage space in 
the walk-in closet.

Continued on page 54
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In the upper level, a bridge from the stairs 
leads to four bedrooms, each with its own en 
suite. “It looks like the stairs are floating off 
the great room,” says Peter, who explains that 
they had to use cantilevered steel on the stairs 
to avoid columns that might obstruct the 
impressive view below. 

The master bedroom boasts an upholstered 
headboard with a walnut frame. In the master 
bath, large porcelain floor tiles from Rivalda 
carry through to the shower. “You have to 
install them with suction cups because 
they’re so big. It takes time, but it’s worth 
it,” says Peter.

Meanwhile, the lower level boasts a 
2,000-bottle wine room and home theatre 
system, as well as a large bar area, sauna, 
exercise room and a nanny/in-law suite.

 Leading downstairs, a veneer limestone 
feature wall is lit with flood lights, lending the 
space a museum quality. It’s unexpected and 
yet just right for this showstopper home.

“Peter really did a great job; he spared no 
expense,” says David. “He put a lot of heart and 
soul into this.”

“We built it according to our style,” says 
Peter. “We have a lot of good suppliers and 
really good trades, and it makes a good team. 
My masons have been doing masonry for over 
50 years and the carpenters as well. They work 
because they love the craft.”

“We build a lasting product both in design 
and durability, which we feel will continue to 
impress 10, 20 and 50 years down the road,” 
says Peter. “A beautiful home should look as 
nice today as it will a century from now.”  OH

LEFT: The sauna on the 
lower level is a great 
escape for some R&R. 
TOP LEFT: A large 
vanity makes great 
use of the lower-level 
bathroom. TOP RIGHT: 
A mudroom and laundry 
room combine to marry 
form and function.

A veneer limestone 
feature wal l is an 
inspired touch in 
the home gym.

Ornel laHomes.com      647.283.0016

Whatever the scope of the project, no matter 
how large or small, Ornella aims to deliver only 

the highest quality time after time.

Ornella Homes exists to develop, design and build quality 
homes that create enduring value for both their owners and the 
communities that surround them. Each home we create is custom 
tailored to the needs and desires of our clients, who share our 
passion for excellence!

C elebrat ing Excel lence  In Design And Craf tsmanship.
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