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ABOVE: Several cherished pieces of art are 
placed around the home, decorated by the 
homeowner herself, a retired educator and 
artist. OPPOSITE: Glass enclosed stairs 
create a memorable first impression for 
guests entering through the foyer. 

THERE ARE NO DESIGN
LIMITATIONS FOR 
MODULAR HOMES.    

LEFT: The transparency of a glass 
dining table creates an illusion 
of greater space on the main 
floor. BELOW AND BOTTOM 
RIGHT: Glass and acrylic 
furnishings and accessories, with 
a touch of silver and crystal, add 
sparkle to the décor. 

STORY DIANE SAWCHUK
PHOTOGRAPHY GORDON KINGMAD 
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SSo you might have trouble believing this 
two-storey semi-detached, oozing glitz and 
glamour in the heart of Westboro, is a modular 
home that originated in a factory setting in 
Morewood. But owner Catherine Jolicoeur 
had certain expectations for the house she 
had built – including lots of mirrors, glass 
and shine – and no one’s expectations of what 
could or would or should have stopped the 
retired biology teacher from reaching her goal.

And that was to build a home that was 
all shiny and new, on what could only be 
described as the perfect lot bordering a linear 
park. Did we mention, in Westboro? 

She bought the property, an end lot on 
a quiet residential street, a few years before 
with the intention of updating the small, 
circa 1940s bungalow. But with estimates for 
renovations coming in on the high side, a good 
return on her investment wouldn’t be possible 
in a future sale. The only option appeared to be 
building an infill house. Having gone through 
the construction process twice with her late 
husband (the couple built a home in the 80s 

“... ONE DAY THERE WAS NOTHING
AND THE NEXT DAY THERE 
WERE TWO HOMES WITH THE
KITCHENS ALREADY INSTALLED.”

ABOVE: The kitchen, with cabinets by Boiserie Sebo Woodwork Inc. 
and appliances from Universal Appliances, was fully installed the day the 
Guildcrest modular home was delivered to the lot. RIGHT: Homeowner 
Catherine Jolicoeur in her home studio with one of her acrylic paintings. 

Continued on page 76
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and another in the 90s), she knew what was in 
store and hesitated to proceed on her own.

But after attending a home show, where 
she met a Guildcrest Homes representative 
and discussed the modular home options 
available to her, Jolicoeur’s interest was 
piqued enough that she researched not only 
the company but the construction of modular 

homes in general. She learned that modular 
homes, built completely indoors in the 
controlled environment of a plant or factory, 
then transported and assembled at the final 
building site, are very popular in Europe. In 
fact, according to a recent article in Global 
Construction Review, nine per cent of new 
residential building permits in Germany are 

for prefabricated buildings, while in Japan up 
to 15 per cent of new detached/semi-detached 
houses are prefabricated.

What clinched the deal for her was 
that not only would Guildcrest oversee the 
entire construction process, but two houses 
would be built on the same lot, one of which 
could then be sold. Continued on page 78

TOP LEFT: 
A Napoleon 
fireplace appears 
to float in the 
living room, 
surrounded by 
glass, mirrors, 
and light-
coloured walls. 
TOP RIGHT: A 
pendant light 
from Multi 
Luminaire hangs 
over a glass 
table in the 
light-filled dining 
area. LEFT: 
Artwork by 
local glass artist 
Delfina Falcão 
nestles between 
oversize 
windows and 
french doors 
opening 
to the backyard.
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THE ABCs OF 
MODULAR

A modular home – sometimes called a 
factory-built or prefabricated home 

– is built in sections in a plant or factory, 
instead of being built on site, as is the 
case for conventional construction. But 
while the locations may differ, much of the 
construction process for a modular home is 
similar to that of a custom home. There are 
no design limitations to modular homes, for 
example, and styles range from recreational 
to residential to commercial. Homeowners 
choose the layout of their home, whether a 
traditional centre-hall colonial or an open 
plan bungalow or consult with an architect to 
design their dream home, then work with the 
company’s technicians and designers to plan 
every aspect of their new home, from the 
choice of roofing material and exterior siding, 
to selecting kitchen cabinetry and bathroom 
fixtures. Any architectural detail can be 
included and homeowners are only limited by 
their budget and applicable building code.

B ecause modular homes are built inside 
under controlled conditions, there is no 

adverse weather to potentially create delays. 
In regular construction, these hold-ups in 
the schedule sometimes result in a domino 
effect that can ultimately affect the closing 
date. Modular homes are also considered 
a form of green building and in some cases 
are faster to build than site-built homes.

C onstruction is completely done in 
the factory or plant, which results in a 

dramatic final stage: the delivery. After the 
modular home is transported in sections 
on truck beds to the building site, large 
cranes are used to set the portions of the 
house together – bringing to mind children 
building with Lego blocks. But unlike Lego 
blocks, the sections of a modular home 
won’t come apart and cannot be moved 
after they have been placed and set on 
their foundations. Once the sections are 
placed together, construction workers then 
finish the house, which must conform to all 
municipal and provincial building codes. 

 “Guildcrest gets credit for convincing me to build two semis on the 
property,” Jolicoeur says. “I was hesitant at first and I visited at least 20 
semi-detached homes for sale in the neighbourhood just to get some ideas. 
The prospects of doing it on my own scared me, but financially it made a lot 
of sense. Without Guildcrest I probably wouldn’t have done it.”

Catherine arranged for the bungalow to be demolished and the lot 
excavated, then worked with Plotnonplot Architecture Inc. to 
design two homes.

“I just put my heart in it,” she says. “I didn’t want both houses 
to be carbon copies of each other, I wanted to create something I 
could be proud of.”

The end result was two completely different houses, each containing its 
own unique floor plan and layout, but joined by a common wall.

The upper level hallway, finished in maple hardwood 
flooring, overlooks the two-storey entry. BELOW: A 
guest room features windows adjacent in one corner 
with a view of the linear park just outside.

Continued on page 80

 The hazardous effects of stormwater 
runoff have become an increasing concern 
for the Canadian government and private 
land owners in recent years. With the 
vast majority of urban landscapes being 
asphalt paved and impervious to water, 
our cities have been swamped by an 
overflow of ecological and infrastructure 
issues. 

 The Credit Valley Conservation has 
developed a strategy to deal with the 
several stormwater-related issues… and 
so has local Ottawa company PurePave 
Technologies. 

 Since 2011, Founders 
Taylor Davis and Kyle 
Pittman have specialized 
in installing specialty 
pavements made from 
crushed stone as a more 
durable and beautiful 
alternative to concrete or 
interlock. Now, the two 
pavement technologists 
have developed a new 
product called PurePave,
which extends the already impressive 
longevity of porous pavements, and 
addresses the immediate need for land 
developers and property owners to install 
permeable surfacing.  

 With patents pending on their new way 
to create natural-looking surfaces that are 
practically immune to the cracking and 

buckling caused by our harsh Canadian 
winters, PurePave is already in 4 cities. 
“Exceeding the government’s criteria 
as the best Low Impact Development 
solution to address the stormwater runoff 
problem is something we’re very proud 
of ” says co-founder Kyle Pittman. 

 The cost to install a PurePave system 
is comparable to higher-end materials 
like interlockpavers or stamped concrete, 
Davis said, and ranges in price depending 
on the choice of stone and surface size.

 “The quality, durability 
and practicality of 
PurePave Surfacing is 
incomparable to asphalt. 
Our goal was to deliver 
maximum value while 
addressing the stormwater 
issues we’re facing”, said 
Davis. “The PurePave 
system also recycles 12.1lb 
of recycled plastic per 
square metre and has zero 
VOC emissions.” 

 On top of the eco-friendly benefits, 
there’s also no maintenance, no weeds, 
no cracks, fast snow melt, no water run-
off and the system is 100% resistant to 
salt damage and comes with a 10-year 
warranty. PurePave Technologies offers 
a complimentary architect’s design to 
residential home-owners looking to 
install their “Earth Conscious Surfacing.”

“Our goal was 
to deliver 

maximum value 
while addressing  
the stormwater  

issues we’re facing.”

Earth Conscious Surfacing
PurePave Technologies enables the creation of unique eco-friendly porous 
surfacing designed for Canadian climates.

Visit www.purepave.com to learn more. 
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LEFT: Framed by porcelain tile from Emerald Tile 
on the floor and feature wall, a standalone tub from 
Mondeau is the focal point of the en suite. ABOVE: 
Twin sinks and oversized hardware create a practical 
en suite vanity. BOTTOM: With a backlit cove ceiling, 
the master bedroom is a peaceful retreat.

“Each house has its own roof,” Jolicoeur 
explains. “They aren’t touching, they’re 
independent of each other. Even the entrances 
offer privacy: because they’re on the end lot, 
the front door on one house faces the street 
while on the other it’s a side entry.”

When the big day arrived, Jolicoeur was 
in tears. “I was so overjoyed, it was such an 
overwhelming sense of accomplishment,” she 
says. “And it was quite the show, too. Very 
dramatic – one day there was nothing and 
the next day there were two homes with the 
kitchens already installed.”

Delivery and setup took most of the day, 
with the two homes arriving in eight sections 
altogether. Jolicoeur recalls a crowd of 
neighbours and passersby gathering to watch 
as a large crane placed the sections together as 
if they were giant Lego blocks.

The entire process was such a positive 
experience Catherine hints that she may end 
up building again.

“I would definitely go with Guildcrest 
again,” she says. “They kept all their promises, 
they delivered what they said. Their people 
were very professional and they delivered 
on time. So I might build again... who knows 
what the future holds?”  OH

Specializing in:

 Bathrooms

 Kitchens

 Basements

 Additions 

 Home Building

   ...for over 20 years.

Creating spaces for  
       the way you live!

613-225-2777
www.singhko.com Spherica  
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BARWOOD
FLOORING
ONE MAIN LOCATION TO SERVE YOU:
155 Colonnade Road S, NEPEAN  |  T: 613-225-0296
www.barwoodflooring.com
 

of  
Flooring  

Excellence

“Flooring for life.”

Celebrating over 50 years of excellence,  
Barwood Flooring is Ottawa’s Premier  
leading flooring specialist. 
Our Showroom, located in Nepean,  
will mesmerize you with a wide array of the 
finest quality of flooring selections such as 
HARDWOOD, CORK, LAMINATE, LEATHER, 
HAND-SCRAPED, ENGINEERED, VINYL,  
STAIR REFACING to reflect your home’s 
sophistication and to suit every style and 
budget. Our sales consultants are highly 
knowledgeable with our products and will 
respond to any of your questions.  
Estimates are FREE.  
Our warehouse is a humidity-controlled 
environment, unique in Ontario. 

Maple Greystone  
Admiration Collection
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