
When Salon Blue owner and hair stylist Benjamin Tkatch bought an older 
home in Collingwood, he knew instinctually how he would transform 

the front yard: he would strip the sod and plant vegetables. The interior, 
however, he resisted altering until asking Katie Hamilton to live with him  

– a home he described to her as his treehouse retreat.   Continued on page 128
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The owners painted the rough-cut 
pine boards that clad all the walls of 
the main level in this home. The home 
office became a bright, welcoming 
space to meet with clients, furnished 
with a modern desk and chairs, a 
colourful rug and metallic accents like 
a copper desk lamp and gold mirror 
frame. OPPOSITE: The front yard’s 
grass has been replaced with bountiful 
raised garden beds created by Free 
Spirit Gardens.
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The collaborative yin and yang between this 
young couple is apparent in their approach 
to life together. While Benjamin’s strengths 
have been honed through the transformative 
medium of hair, having to consider a clients’ 
raw materials and the overall versatility 
and look of the cuts he gives them, Katie’s 
work focuses on her client’s inner wellbeing. 
As a yoga and pilates practitioner with a 
specialization in nutrition, as well as natural 
talents in design, Katie considers her client’s 
physical, mental, nutritional and spiritual 
needs. This holistic approach is what guided 
the design of her and Benjamin’s home. 

“I grew up in Collingwood, after my family 
moved from Oakville in the 1970s to be close to 
the ski hills of Blue Mountain,” says Benjamin. 
He left to travel and then settled in Toronto for 
a period before returning to Collingwood to 
take over his father’s hair styling business. 

Katie grew up in Toronto but felt the itch 
to travel. “I spent time in South America and 
I loved Vancouver,” says Katie. When she 
returned to Ontario, she found she enjoyed 
visiting an aunt in Southern Georgian Bay. 
“Collingwood’s incredible geography felt like 
a good fit to take my yoga practice,” she says. 

When Katie and Benjamin met, they 
connected over their tales of nature and travel. 
Both describe a holistic view of what they 
do and how they live, and it is evident that 
each has integrated what they have learned 
from the other.

ABOVE: Grey on the vanity contrasts 
against the white bead board walls in the 
main bathroom, with the counter painted 
in aqua under the white vessel sink. TOP 
LEFT: One of the nurtured plants under 
Katie’s care flourishes on an antique chest. 
White shiplap acts as a canvas for its 
arching stems. LEFT: French doors were 
used throughout the main floor, allowing 
light to filter through the frosted glass 
panes, adding to the airy feel of this home. 
OPPOSITE: Steve Newhouse installed the 
well-thought-out gas fireplace; its shape 
was originally to be square, but Katie 
was set on an arched top to give more 
architectural interest. A metal chair has a 
comfortable black leather sling seat.

“WE WANTED IT TO FEEL LIKE WE WERE BEING HELD IN A SPACE
THAT WE COULD FULLY RELAX AND REJUVENATE IN WITH THE FOCAL
POINT ON ELEMENTS OF NATURE AND NOT THE TELEVISION.”

Continued on page 131
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Their one-and-a-half-storey house with three bedrooms and 
three bathrooms had been updated by a previous owner with dark 
maple hardwood flooring and walls entirely clad in rough-cut pine 
boards. The effect was the treehouse feeling that Benjamin spoke 
about, reinforced by the mature trees in the private backyard of their 
large town lot. 

They were both drawn to the raw wood walls, but Katie suggested 
that they paint the main living area white to make the space feel more 
expansive. “It was a difficult discussion since painting the raw wood 
meant there would be no going back,” says Benjamin. The now white-
washed boards are textured with ruggedness and the couple wouldn’t 
go back even if they could.

They transformed what had been the dining room into a living room 
at the front of the home. “We never used the dining room and so we 
created a sanctuary space for intentional communion with each other, 
ourselves and friends,” says Katie. “We wanted it to feel like we were 
being held in a space that we could fully relax and rejuvenate in with 
the focal point on elements of nature and not the television.” 

The new living room lacked a focal point, so they agreed to install 
a gas fireplace with a large whitewashed brick surround, ensuring the 
large element wouldn’t overpower the rest of the room. A textured area 
rug connects the furniture, while an off-white sofa and nubby wool 
pouf provide soft spots to relax. An iron and black leather sling chair 
balances the room with a grounding presence. A beautiful mantel beam 
holds a series of small potted succulents.

A centre island on metal legs serves 
as both a prep area and a dining spot 
in the kitchen. Pendant lighting was 
added by Ridge and River Electric and 
creates ambience at intimate dinner 
parties. The upper cabinets were 
removed and a white, subway-tile 
backsplash with open pantry shelf was 
added to help the space feel larger. 

LEFT: This sideboard had an upper 
unit that overwhelmed the alcove 
it is set in. Once the open shelves 
were added, it opened up this side of 
the kitchen. BELOW: Tomatoes and 
basil from the garden are ready to be 
canned and enjoyed in the depths of 
winter. BOTTOM: Benjamin Tkatch 
and Katie Hamilton share tea and a 
fruit at the kitchen island, with sunlight 
from the yoga room behind them 
shinning through.

Continued on page 132

ourhomes   F A L L / H O L I D A Y  2 0 1 7   |  131130  |  ourhomes   F A L L / H O L I D A Y  2 0 1 7

feature



“In the kitchen, we eat at a raised table that also 
serves as an island,” says Katie. Metal stools complement 
metal hardware on the cabinets. “The home’s original 
wood kitchen cabinets were interesting, so we kept 
them and just painted them white.” They installed a 
white subway tile backslpash that runs to the ceiling on 
two sides of the kitchen. Open upper shelves allow easy 
access to dishware and pantry items, while the opposite 
wall houses a wide sideboard that Katie painted a deep 
blue that fits just so between two posts.

Up a few steps at the back of the home, Katie and 
Benjamin were unanimous about removing an overhang 
off the rear addition. The large space has a wall of windows 
and now serves as a bright yoga and meditation studio 
where Katie practices with her clients.

ABOVE: Many 
evenings end with 
time spent around 
the fire pit, watching 
the stars and sharing 
anecdotes of the 
day. TOP RIGHT: 
Repurposed apple 
bins are just the right 
height for a garden 
and hold enough 
soil for vegetables. 
RIGHT: A large blue 
painting by Bonnie 
Dorgelo hangs in the 
yoga studio, where 
Benjamin reads as 
Katie meditates. 
She opens her eyes 
to gaze over the 
bohemian garden.

Continued on page 134
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Upstairs, the master bedroom is a large space tucked under the 
roof dormers. Pine tongue-and-groove boards draw the eye to the 
interesting angles of the ceiling. Their large, low bed is casual with soft 
natural bedding and large pillows. Natural wool weavings hang on 
either side of the bed, with another soothing area rug underfoot. 

“We’ve also been known to pull out our camping mats and sleeping 
bags on the floor in the yoga studio,” says Benjamin, to enjoy moonlit 
nights beside the screened windows listening to the sounds of the 
garden outside. The patio door opens out to the deck and yard where 
Benjamin has built a fire pit, greenhouse and raised garden beds out of 
large apple orchard crates. 

The two have transformed their space, and themselves in the 
process, inside and out. Designing this home has inspired a new 
direction for Katie. “It has sparked my passion to help others create a 
home that reflects who they are and feels like a sanctuary for their soul, 
rather than just a functional place to live,” she says.  OH

RIGHT: Natural elements 
are important in the master 
bedroom where the angled 
ceiling and low bed brings Bali 
to mind. Chunky wool pillows 
balance a wool wall hanging. 
The couple installed a two-
piece bathroom in this space 
with the help of James Madill 
Plumbing. BELOW: When the 
doors to the garden are open, 
the breeze and sounds from 
outside travel through the 
yoga studio, up the stairs to 
the master suite.

“WE’VE ALSO BEEN KNOWN TO
PULL OUT OUR CAMPING MATS AND
SLEEPING BAGS ON THE FLOOR IN
THE YOGA STUDIO.”

Building custom homes since 1986  x  licensed general contractor  
custom homes, renovations, additions  x  quality workmanship, sound construction

for further details contact Harold Robison at
Bob Armstrong Construction Ltd.
Collingwood  |  Thornbury

Your Home.
Your Lifestyle.

You often hear horrible stories when building a home but not with 
Harold Robison of BOB ARMSTRONG CONSTRUCTION.

It was an enjoyable experience from start to finish.  
Harold made everything easy and was very open to our ideas.

We love the end result !       
Bill and Odeen Probert

We specialize in concrete floor coatings, decorative concrete resurfacing, custom concrete  
diamond polishing and more. Whether it be your garage or shop floor, large agricultural 

or industrial equipment, we professionally apply the products to protect them all!  

Has your concrete, flooring, pool, or deck become unsightly, old and damaged?
Extreme Linings and Coatings can provide

519-375-6586  extremelac.com

Coatings • Linings • Resurfacing • Garage Flooring 
Protective Polyurethane Coatings • Home or Office Flooring

Concrete Overlays • Agricultural Equipment Coatings
Decorative Concrete Resurfacing • Industrial Coating
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