
WWhat makes for the perfect pied-à-terre? For 
Toronto-based couple Danielle Nostedt 
and Christopher Pinto, the answer is a breezy 
condo, perfectly located and timelessly 
decorated to showcase their travel mementos.

Six years ago, Danielle and Christopher were on the hunt for a downtown home to 
share and came across this two-bedroom, two-bathroom condo on the shores of 
Lake Ontario. “We wanted a place that was close to Christopher’s office downtown, 
with easy access to parks and nature and not too far from shops,” says Danielle, 
who runs her own design business, Danielle Nostedt Design. “This home fit the 
bill perfectly.”
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“I WANTED TO BRING
A LITTLE ENERGY
AND INTEREST TO A
SPACE THAT WOULD
OTHERWISE BE
FORGOTTEN.”

LEFT: Bold wallpaper adds interest in the 
office nook. BELOW: The front door, once 
a honey-coloured wood, was painted to 
create synergy. OPPOSITE: Danielle took 
Christopher’s love of neutrals and a soft 
ambience into consideration in creating a 
space that reflects both of their styles. 
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The Swansea-area condo is just a short stroll to plenty of green 
spaces and a quick drive to the shops and restaurants of bustling 
Bloor West Village. 

While the condo was recently built, it still needed a bit of work to 
suit Danielle and Christopher’s taste. “It was new, but didn’t have a lot 
of character – it was a bit cookie cutter,” says Danielle. “We wanted to 
do something to really make it our own.” 

Danielle’s goal was to add a little personality while still keeping the 
colour scheme neutral and the design calming and classic. “We wanted 
a space that, when we came home, just encouraged us to relax,” says 
Danielle. “At home, I want things to be clean and simple so you’re not 
distracted by anything.” 

The couple decided to add dimension to the walls by installing 
mouldings and painting the walls and trim one colour, Alabaster by 
Sherwin Williams. “It helped to minimize the bulkhead and the air 
conditioning hardware, and also adds height to the room,” says Danielle. 
“We have nine-foot ceilings but it didn’t necessarily feel that way, until 
we added the mouldings.”

Danielle also chose a boldly patterned – but neutral toned – 
wallpaper, from dropitmodern.com, for the entranceway and office area. 
“I wanted to bring a little energy and interest to a space that would 
otherwise be forgotten,” says Danielle. “It’s quite bold, and for the first 
few days, Christopher wasn’t too sure he liked it, but he came around 
and now he really appreciates it.” 

The wallpaper also creates a feature wall in the den, near the condo’s 
entranceway. “I didn’t want the office to be too relaxing – you need 
energy when you work – so I felt this pattern injected a bit of that.” A 
slim, dark-stained desk grounds the work space, while the comfortable 
chair, from Brentwood Classics, is covered in a subtle geometric grey 
and cream fabric that adds textural interest.

“WE HAVE NINE-FOOT CEILINGS
BUT IT DIDN’T NECESSARILY FEEL
THAT WAY, UNTIL WE ADDED THE
MOULDINGS.”

Millwork adds dimension and a wow factor to the 
condo’s aesthetic. OPPOSITE, TOP LEFT: Danielle 
Nostedt created a calm, relaxing space to unwind at the 
end of the day. BOTTOM LEFT: Artifacts from travels 
abroad personalize the space. TOP RIGHT: A great find, 
this mid-mod chair fit the family room space perfectly.
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“I wanted to stay away from a lot of trendy pieces that we would need 
to update all the time,” says Danielle. So she opted for a transitional look, 
choosing furniture and accessories with classic, clean lines. “The light 
fixture over the dining room table, for example, is mid-century modern,” 
says Danielle. “I wanted something that had a bit of a Parisian feel.” She 
adds, “In Paris, a lot of homes have mouldings on the walls, and their 
designs are effortless. The dining fixture reflected that feeling to me.”

Danielle also played with a variety of materials and textures to 
introduce contrast, add warmth and create interest. In the living room, 
for example, a pale grey, plush rug from Elte is soft and inviting, next 
to the charcoal, streamlined tweed sofa from Stylegarage. The marble 
and steel end tables from EQ3 and lamps from CB2 also add contrast. 
Touches of marble in the end tables, lamps and art tie into the grey tones 
found throughout the space. “It carries through on the design principle of 
repetition, and just pulled everything together creating continuity.”

Throw pillows in both the living room and the bedroom from 
Tonic Living add layers of depth and texture to the colour palette and 
complement the deeper grey of the bedroom walls. “We decided to paint 
the bedroom a little darker because we wanted to define the room as 
separate from the rest of the home and create contrast,” says Danielle. 
“The dark grey also pulled in the sofa and the rug from the other room, 
so when we leave the door open it all flows well.” Classic white bedding 
from Au Lit Fine Linens adds to the room’s serene, restful feel. “It’s a 
cosy, warm space that’s free of distractions so you can unwind and let go 
of any tensions from the day.” 

The couple purchased 
a larger table and 
incorporated chairs 
without arms that could 
be easily moved. 

ABOVE: A white quartz countertop is a crisp, fresh addition 
to the kitchen. BELOW: A hallway table makes good use of 
the space and houses wine and pretty mementos. RIGHT: 
The dining area has a Parisian feel and is large enough to 
comfortably host guests.

Continued on page 54
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In each room, unfussy and balanced 
design creates a backdrop for some of the 
couple’s treasures, collected on trips all 
over the world. 

There’s a spear over the doorway, for 
example, that Christopher picked up in 
Africa. On the side table, there’s a bowl 
Danielle found in Hong Kong. A stone 
pyramid from Egypt anchors glossy 
books on the coffee table, and teacups 
from Turkey are nestled in the console.

“The blown glass vase with the 
marble effect on the console is something 
we picked up in France,” says Danielle. 
She adds, “We didn’t realize quite how 
big it was until we started to lug it all 
around the countryside!” 

Making a home personal is a big part 
of Danielle’s design philosophy. “When 
I’m designing for clients, I like to include 
heirlooms or keepsakes – some items that 
really have meaning for people,” she says. 
“And that’s definitely what we’ve done 
here – we created a calm and relaxing 
home that really reflects who we are and 
what we value, and it reminds us of some 
of our favourite memories, too.”  OH

“WE CREATED A CALM AND
RELAXING HOME THAT REALLY
REFLECTS WHO WE ARE AND
WHAT WE VALUE.”

ABOVE: The master bedroom has 
a boutique hotel feel with crisp, 
white linens and a neutral palette. 
RIGHT: Clean and uncluttered, the 
master en suite provides plenty 
of storage.

CUSTOM HOME DESIGNER / BUILDER
Mahzad Homes, Inc. is a Toronto custom home building firm involved with many projects including spec homes, custom 

homes, contraction and project management. Our philosophy has always been to find the ordinary in the unique, rare, and 
beautiful and seamlessly work that into our perfectly proportioned and tailored architecture and interiors.

beauty is in the details
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