
the years, and the finishes didn’t quite reflect his taste. Virtually every 
space in the home was touched by the renovations done by Michael 
Budd from MJB Fine Interiors.

The standard ceiling height at the foyer leading from the front door 
to the main area of the home was raised to create a grand entrance. 
The front door and transom were replaced in favour of an oversize 
woodgrain fibreglass door painted black from Doorland GTA. “It 
used to be a regular height door, and it looked really frumpy in this 
space,” says Katherine. “The new door really makes it a more special 
place to come in.” 

The floors were replaced with 24-by-24-inch slate tiles from 
Ceragres Tile Group Inc. to provide a seamless transition from 
one space to the next. In-floor heating provides the perfect place for 
Killer the family feline to lounge. Upgraded trim and mouldings in a 
modern shaker style are from The Royal Wood Shop. “The biggest 
part of the job was the floor,” says Katherine. “They did a great job of 
keeping it level, because slate has the tendency to have a little lip on it. 
It turned out great.”

To the left of the entry, Katherine removed columns and a bulkhead 
separating the living and dining room. “It took a little convincing to 
get Jeff to agree,” says Katherine. “I liked my Roman columns,” laughs 
Jeff. “But I’m glad you convinced me.” Here, Jeff repurposed some of his 
original furnishings, and new accents blend the old and new. Carpets in 
the living room, dining room and family room from Imperial Carpet 
and Home connect the rooms. “By keeping the palette of black 
and blue, which are Jeff’s favourite colours, we added pops of colour 
throughout to give each room character,” says Katherine. Continued on page 88

ABOVE: Raising the 
ceiling in the entry 
creates visual space. 
LEFT: Columns and a 
faux bulkhead were 
removed to open up the 
living and dining rooms. 
OPPOSITE: Pops of 
colour brighten up the 
black and blue scheme.

It started with a simple 
paint job to freshen 
the space and bring it 
up to date. 

“I was on the phone with my mom telling her 
I was going to get the place painted,” says 
homeowner Jeff Oberman. “Then she said, 
‘have you ever thought about taking out that 
wall between the kitchen and the family 
room?’ ” Intrigued by the idea, Jeff called 
in Katherine Porath of Katherine Joy 
Interiors, and from there, the project took on 
a life of its own. 

The quaint bungalow in Newmarket was 
well-kept but dated. Jeff’s style evolved over 
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In the hallway, the staircase that opens 
to below received an update with painted 
treads and risers. A stainless-steel handrail 
and glass panels from GTA Glass Railings 
were added to match the steel accents visible 
in the adjoining kitchen. A carefully chosen 
runner connects the lower and upper levels, 
anchoring the two spaces together. 

The wall between the family room and the 
kitchen, the catalyst of the renovation, did 
indeed come down. Now removed, the space 
offers uninhibited sightlines from the front to 
the back of the home. LED lighting was added 
in the dining room, foyer and kitchen from 
Royal Lighting, and for Jeff, who loves music, 
a sound system from Liptons Audio Visual 
was added throughout. 

In the kitchen, the Lemurian Blue granite 
countertop from Ciot takes centre stage. 
Its marbled tones glow with iridescent 
hues, allowing everything around it to 
blend effortlessly. “We like different,” says 
Katherine. A painted glass backsplash adds a 
touch of modernity.

TOP LEFT: The simplicity of the glass 
backsplash allows the show-stopping 
marble counter to stand out. TOP RIGHT: 
Katherine Porath of Katherine Joy Interiors 
and client Jeff Oberman. ABOVE: The 
island is a dream to help set the stage 
for entertaining. 

TOP: Removing the wall created an open-
concept kitchen and living room. ABOVE: 
Killer loves to lounge by a warm fire. RIGHT: 
Cabinets run the full length of the kitchen and 
maximize storage.  

“As I told Katherine from day one, I don’t do  
beige. Welcome to my beige-free home.”

The island, fabricated to look like a piece of furniture, glimmers 
with stainless-steel embellishments. Black shaker cabinetry from 
Oakridge Kitchens adds a modern, masculine vibe to the space. “As I 
told Katherine from day one, I don’t do beige. Welcome to my beige-free 
home,” says Jeff.

Katherine integrated organizers into every closet. “I said I didn’t 
need that, but Katherine said, ‘trust me on it.’ ” 

“Jeff has the fortune of not having to share his closets with anyone, 
but things still get spread around,” she says. What was once the 
mudroom is now the laundry room. “She just sat down and listened 
to me,” says Jeff. “She said ‘What’s your life like?’ She looked in 
every closet and said ‘I see you have clothes here and here and some 
downstairs. Would you like them all in one place?’ I said oh gosh yeah, 
that would be awesome.” Continued on page 90
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Floor-to-ceiling cabinetry and an 
integrated bench topped with the same 
stone used in the kitchen creates plenty of 
storage. “It’s a laundry room of dreams,” says 
Katherine. “I really listened to him and what 
he was doing. He was doing a lot of travelling, 
so he had to lay things out.” All of Jeff’s dress 
clothes are now stored in the built-ins to make 
packing a quick and easy affair. 

A tie rack and a suit bar make it easy to find 
what he needs. “It’s little cool things like this,” 
says Jeff as he pulls out an integrated bar, “that 
allow me to coordinate shirts and ties and 
pants and stuff.” 

Down the hall, the main bath was treated 
to dramatic chevron tiles from Ceragres 
Tile Group Inc. on three of the walls, and a 
beautiful slate in the tub area.

In the master en suite a steam shower and 
heated floors were added for the ultimate in 
comfort. A piece of leftover stone matching 
the shower bench and niche was fabricated 
to create a sink. The zero gravity shower floor 
creates a smooth transition. “We took a small 
place and made it as user friendly as possible,” 
says Katherine. 

The renovation took seven months 
to complete. “You had some really good 
ideas and we really listened to each 
other,” says Katherine. “We worked well 
together,” says Jeff.

“To me, it’s like a new house, same 
location,” says Jeff. It’s a space he can enjoy for 
many years to come.  OH

ABOVE: Deep blue chevron tile adds 
dimension to the main bath. TOP 
RIGHT: The laundry room is now 
a functional space for all of Jeff’s 
travels. RIGHT: Space in the master 
bath was maximized, blending 
beauty and function.
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