
CHANCES
A downsizing couple starts over with a custom home.
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SECOND

The free-flowing main 
floor was a must for a 
family that often hosts 
large parties.
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chance meeting led to a brand new house for Pierrette and 
Andreas Kiedrowski. With both their daughters, Natalie, 31 
and Madeline, 28, grown and out of the family home, they 

decided to downsize and began looking for properties.
“I was looking to purchase something smaller for us,” says Pierrette, 

who recalls a neighbour telling them about a house that was going up 
for sale in the area.

The couple bought the home and hired Tony and Joe Gatti of 
The Gatti Group Corp. to take on their project. “Tony was building 
another house in the neighbourhood,” says Pierrette. “We talked to 
the homeowner, who had nothing but good things to say about Tony, 
and Tony invited us to his house. We liked what he did; he has a 
beautiful home.”

The project began as a renovation, but they decided to start from 

ABOVE: The island 
spans the kitchen, a 
practical yet beautiful 
space for morning coffee 
or a great meal. LEFT: 
A rustic vanity creates 
warmth in the powder 
room. FAR LEFT: 
Hexagonal tile adds a 
focal point and a little 
drama to the neutral 
kitchen palette.  

scratch once planning got underway. “It was an old home, and it just 
made more sense to take the whole home away and build brand new,” 
explains Tony, who owns the business with his brother Joe. “It started 
as a big reno/addition, building on the existing foundation, but then we 
decided to take the foundation away as well.”

Today, the two-storey, 2,700 sq. ft., three-bedroom home features a 
detached double garage and open-concept main floor that’s perfect for 

Continued on page 52
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gatherings with family and friends. “It has a 
big kitchen, with a big island – it’s great for 
entertaining,” says Tony. 

The team also included home designer 
Darren Sanger-Smith of Structured 
Creations, and designer Colleen 
Broadhurst of Colleen Broadhurst 
Interiors who helped Pierrette find the 
perfect finishes for inside.

“We brought all our furnishings from our 
old house but Colleen came shopping with 
me, and gave me her opinion and advice,” says 
Pierrette. In addition to new appliances, she 
also bought a king-size bed, counter stools 
from Chair Source and a Noguchi coffee 
table through friend Bruce Elliott who 
works for Business Interiors, a distributor 
of Herman Miller. “I fell in love with it; I just 
had to have it,” she says.

“It was really about helping Pierrette pull 
the overall look and feel together in terms of 
the furnishings she was bringing from her old 
home and what she was trying to accomplish 
in her new home,” says Colleen. “We went 
with a timeless, transitional interior, with 
some edgier items, like light fixtures and 
décor tiles. They wanted the home to have a 
wow factor, but they didn’t want it to be too 
unconventional.”

For the entryway and bathrooms, they 
chose larger format porcelain tiles with 
a classic feel. Whimsy comes in via décor 
tile used for the kitchen backsplash and 
the showers. “Otherwise, it’s all very clean 
and minimalistic; we didn’t use a lot of tile 
combinations,” says Colleen. The sleek kitchen 
counters are Templeton by Cambria.

ABOVE: Beautiful sightlines on the main floor flow from the open 
concept living space right to the front door. OPPOSITE: The large 
space is made cosy with well-placed furnishings in warmer hues. 

Continued on page 54

This scuplture of a wind blown 
pine tree sits on a sideboard in 
the living room.
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With grey and brown offering a neutral palette, the team chose 
to play with fixtures to add drama to the rooms. “Light fixtures were 
something we spent a lot of time on; it can add a lot of character and 
personalize a space,” says Colleen, who adds that many of the purchases 
came from Royal Lighting, one of the designer’s go-to stores. “We 
chose lighting that was a little more industrial, a little funky, to make a 
statement when you walk in a room, such as the lighting in the dining 
room, in the entry and over the stairwell.”

The couple also had their sofa reupholstered by Classic Touch 
Upholstery, and purchased artwork: a painting by Mia Maaytah, 
from Canvas on Castlefield, and a metal sculpture of a tree on a rock 
by Daniella Boerhof of Metally Twisted, in Uxbridge “They are two 
up-and-coming young artists,” says Pierrette.

Besides the open-concept living room, dining room and kitchen, the 
main floor also has an office that can be converted into a bedroom, and a 
mudroom/laundry room at the back. Upstairs, the spacious master suite 
takes up half of the second storey, and includes a walk-in closet and 
large en suite, with walk-in shower, a freestanding bathtub and double 

TOP LEFT: Custom grey cabinetry in the mudroom allows the 
family to maximize the usage of space. ABOVE: Furniture-finish 
white cabinetry adds elegance to the second bathroom.

Continued on page 56

The stairwel l is open and airy with 
plenty of windows for natural light.
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vanity. “There’s also a hallway separating the 
walk-in closet and bathroom that can double 
as a dressing area,” says Tony. Two bedrooms 
and another bathroom take up the rest of 
the second floor. 

Despite its newness, the house retains some 
of the character of the area, with front and back 
porches that fit in with the neighbourhood. 
“We didn’t want the house to stand out, in an 
area of older homes, so we chose materials for it 
to look like a house that could have been there,” 

says Tony. “There’s a nice mix of materials: 
siding, brick and a partial metal roof. It gives 
the house character.” It all adds up to the 
perfect home to enjoy the next stage in life. 

“It’s a smaller home, with less yard work; 
it’s easier to travel too,” says Pierrette, who 
adds that her favourite room is the kitchen and 
eating area. “It’s exactly what we were looking 
for,” she says of her custom kitchen by Povey 
Custom Woodworking. “It has a nice big 
counter we can sit around, and I have a walk-in 

pantry too, that can accommodate all my 
small appliances.”

Daughter Natalie lives nearby, and the home 
is close to restaurants and stores, and is just 
a short drive to work for Andreas. “The girls 
are very excited and happy for us,” Pierrette 
says of her daughters. “They love the house; 
they’re happy we’re not moving to the country 
somewhere.” With so much to see and do in 
their neighbourhood, and friends and family 
nearby, who could ask for anything more?  OH

A new king bed graces the master bedroom. 
TOP RIGHT: Sleek and modern, the freestanding 
tub is all curves and smoothness. RIGHT: 
Warmer tones create an en suite haven.
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