
JJoy Stewart (Royal LePage Wolle Realty, 
Brokerage) and Brian Santos (Peak Realty 
Ltd., Brokerage) definitely know their local 
real estate. They’re on top of what’s available 
and both have the keen ability to see past what a 
house is and envision what it could be. Their own 
home is proof of that.

This is the third home Joy has renovated 
and lived in. “It’s definitely a passion of mine,” 
she says. “In this home, there isn’t a wall we 
haven’t touched.”

SOLD ON 
RENOVATING
STORY ADRIENNE BROWN   |   PHOTOGRAPHY JASON HARTOG   |   FLOWERS BY HIWAY FLOWERS

A HOUSE ISN’T A HOME
WHEN YOU BUY IT.
RATHER, IT BECOMES
A HOME ONCE YOU
MAKE IT YOUR OWN.

FAR LEFT: This old 
Kitchener home already 
had an addition on the 
back, which offered a 
great open-concept 
kitchen footprint. The 
owners gutted the space 
and made it their own. 
LEFT: Real estate agents 
and homeowners Brian 
Santos and Joy Stewart. 
ABOVE: The eat-in 
kitchen with its long wall 
of storage and Joy’s 
handmade dining table.

Continued on page 38
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Joy and Brian moved into this home last March, but both were very 
familiar with this neighbourhood because they had both lived nearby 
already. It’s exactly where they want to be.

The previous owner was a chef and had built an addition on 
the back of the house to accommodate a larger kitchen. It became 
the starting point for the reno. Joy and Brian ripped out the cherry 
cabinetry and installed fresher white and grey cabinetry and new 
appliances, including the must-have wine fridge. Terra Granite 
installed quartz countertops and the new backsplash.

Tall windows run along the back wall and look out to the backyard 
and skylights top off the slanted ceiling of the addition, so the kitchen 
is truly filled with natural light.

Glass doors on the wall unit behind the harvest table in the 
kitchen allow the couple to display their favourite dishes, gifts and 
collected keepsakes. 

Joy and Brian opted to paint the dining room dark blue to create 
an intimate and cosy space for entertaining, a nice juxtaposition from 
the grand and bright kitchen space. A stained-glass window adds 
extra ambience. 

Buying, selling, planning and decorating homes is where she thrives, 
but Joy’s also very hands-on. She and her dad made both of the dining 
tables in the home together.

Joy and Brian both work from home a lot, so building a home office 
and work space into the layout was crucial. Just off the side door 
between the foyer and the kitchen is a little work nook.

Around the corner at the front door, Joy says she got her “dream 
Pinterest foyer.” Greg Renon from Tony’s Complete Tile 
Contracting Ltd. installed the patterned ceramic according to her 
vision. He also installed ceramic flooring at the back and side doors and 
redid the fireplace in the front sitting room.

Similarly, she had seen a formal living room on Pinterest she 
just couldn’t stop thinking about – so she emulated it. Joy got every 
detail how she wanted it, working around the existing fireplace and 
french doors and created an elegant living room. Palm trees flank 
the fireplace, which add life to the space. They also remind Brian and 
Joy of the palm trees from their recent wedding at a seaside castle 
in Portugal. The rich blues are a nod to both Brian and Joy’s roots in 
Portugal and Scotland.

RIGHT: Wainscotting and trim add interest up the stairs 
in the foyer, where Joy also had a specific vision for the 
flooring pattern. BELOW: Joy and Brian went dark and 
bold in their main-floor powder room with rich walls and 
metallic finishes. BELOW RIGHT: A nook beside the 
side door has been transformed to a home office space. 
OPPOSITE: In addition to the kitchen table, Joy and her 
father also made the darker harvest table in the dining 
room, which opens to the kitchen through french doors.

Joy and Brian had no intention of 
changing out this stained-glass window, 
which is now a feature in their intimate 
dining room.

Continued on page 42
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JOY HAD SEEN A FORMAL LIVING ROOM ON
PINTEREST SHE JUST COULDN’T STOP THINKING
ABOUT – SO SHE EMULATED IT.
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Every detail has been carefully considered. “Joy is 
addicted to design,” laughs Brian. “She can’t stop!”

In addition to décor, both Joy and Brian are extremely 
passionate about local real estate and houses. They are 
drawn to older homes, such as this one from the 1930s, 
when they’re planning their own renovations.

“I’d rather gut everything,” says Joy, admitting she’d 
feel guilty ripping everything out of something built more 
recently. “Plus, it’s easier to add wainscotting and other 
details to a home this age. If you add a lot of details it really 
adds to the resale value.”

To help with wainscotting in the foyer, dining room and 
powder room, as well as with installing new trim, Joy and 
Brian called on Jorge DaCosta. 

She says the biggest mistake people make in other 
renovations is going “too basic.” Adding detailed millwork, 
for example, can add character in spades.

The loft master bedroom is a pleasantly open and 
relaxed space. It was important for Joy and Brian to include 
a seating area into the room. Due to their busy schedules, 
they say, the time they spend getting ready in the morning 
and unwinding at night can sometimes be the only time 
they spend together. This is their private retreat.

Continued on page 44

Two soft and comfortable guest bedrooms come 
complete with all the necessities and then some: 
trays of toiletries and the WiFi password shared 
in a pretty frame add a welcoming touch.

On the top floor, 
Joy and Brian’s 
master bedroom is 
surprisingly large 
for the age of their 
home. It has enough 
space for a sitting 
area, closets and a 
dressing table.

QUALITY CUSTOM-MADE KITCHENS, 
VANITIES, WALL UNITS & CLOSETS

HEINZ CUSTOM WOODWORKING

www.heinzcustomwoodworking.com

519.669.9145
85 Earl Martin Drive Unit#1 Elmira ON N3B 3L4 

info@heinzcustomwoodworking.com

in the details

Helping make your real estate dreams a reality!
Platinum Sales Achievement Award 2014, 2015, 2016 (Top 5% in Canada)

Top 30 Under 30 Female Sales Representatives 2013 for all of Ontario & Atlantic Canada 

Direct: 519.572.9203
Office: 519.578.7300

www.makingrealestateajoy.com

Sales Representative

Having lived in Kitchener-Waterloo my entire life, I am very familiar with all of the 
neighbourhoods. I have extensive first hand renovation knowledge & can help you 

see past the current state of a home; helping you see the possibilities that lie ahead.

226.789.6594
Interior Decorating • Home Staging • Kitchen Re-Design

www.rich-interiors.org

Maureen Cage, C.C.S.P.
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In addition to a sitting area and television, Joy also 
has a small dressing space, so the room is calm and 
comfortable but also functional for their needs.

Outside, on top of the charming curb appeal on 
the tree-lined street, Brian and Joy were immediately 
drawn to the private backyard. It extends their living 
space in nice weather and is a great place to entertain.

Whether you’re looking for an older home to 
update or a house that needs a little less work, a 
good real estate agent will help you see past the 
initial picture and see the true potential of a home. 
Joy and Brian certainly achieved that for themselves 
– and they’re passionate about helping their clients 
do the same.  OH

TOP: This private oasis of a backyard 
was a selling feature for Brian and Joy. 
LEFT: Lovely landscaping and pretty 
urns welcome guests at Joy and Brian’s 
front door. They love to entertain.

Morning 
Sunshine

Afternoon 
Cool Down

PowerView™ Motorization

It moves your shades, so you don’t have to.
PowerView® Motorization from Hunter Douglas is a remarkable 

system that moves your shades according to your schedule.* 

Just program your personalized settings with your smart phone 

or tablet. Plus, it now integrates even more seamlessly with other 

home automation systems for a truly connected home. To see 

PowerView in motion, contact us today.

PowerView Motorization is compatible with these and more:

*The PowerView App and additional equipment required for programmed operation.

©2017 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners.5314480

~BBauhaus~B

106-646 Erb St W
~B519-886-7120~B

~Bbauhaus.hunterdouglas.ca~B

646 Erb St. W @ Ira Needles, 
Waterloo

519.886.7120 
www.thebauhaus.ca

In Home Consultations Available
The Region’s only 

Hunter Douglas Gallery Store

Hours 
9 - 6pm • Monday - Friday

9 - 5pm • Saturday

.......................................................................

51 Main Street, Cambridge, Ontario  N1R 1V6
519.621.9237

www.theartofhome.ca

Located in an historic building on Main Street in downtown 
Galt, The Art of Home is a home + lifestyle shop brimming 

with beautiful objects. Stop in for a gift or something special 
for your home. We’d love to meet you!

Monday to Friday...10am - 5:30pm | Saturday...10am - 5pm
Sunday...12noon - 4pm
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