
NNothing makes it 
onto James and Meg 
Prichard’s walls unless 
it has a story. Their 
space is too precious 
to waste valuable real 
estate on art or décor 
that doesn’t speak 
to them in a very 
special way.

When the Prichards put their name on 
the list for an Elora Heights condominium 
by Oxford Green Developments, their 
children couldn’t fathom how their parents 
were going to handle downsizing. A lot was 
going to have to change after travelling the 
world and moving to a smaller space from a 
waterside home that was the long-time base 
for their family.

The Prichards originally registered for 
a pre-built unit on the opposite side of the 

building three years ago. James says they 
really didn’t think about it then, except that 
they really wanted a different unit. As luck 
would have it that unit become available, 
so they scooped it up. They officially moved 
in last summer.

These homeowners are collectors: 
collectors of stories, of family heirlooms, 
of art and of all things that remind them 
of their wonderful lives – and the lives of 
their ancestors, too. Whether it’s a painting 
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Treasure 

RIGHT: The sleek modern kitchen is perfect 
for casual dining and acts as a serving station 
and conversation area when entertaining. 
BELOW: Owners James and Meg Prichard in 
their new condo nest. OPPOSITE: Originally a 
wedding gift to one of owner Meg Prichard’s 
children, the dining set is now a focal point in 
the condo. 
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of the church in which they were married in England, James’s father’s 
army medals or art from as far as Sri Lanka to as close to home as the Elora 
Quarry, nothing is wall-worthy – especially now – unless its provenance 
is extra special.

Now that they’ve settled into this new home, Meg plans to write the 
story and meaning behind every piece, from portraits of her “greats” to 
intricate needlepoints stitched by her ancestors and furniture that has 
been in her family for generations. Everything has a story and each precious 
keepsake deserves to be remembered and signified.

So how did the Prichards edit everything down in a reasonable way 
for a new space? Meg admits to being afraid of the process and that they 
needed help to make decisions. They were moving from 3,250 square feet 
in a traditional-style home to 1,800 square feet in the modern condo – a 
significant change in living space as well as home style.

Enter Christopher Craig, Principal of Waterstone Interiors and 
friend of the Prichards. “We had to make what wasn’t a physical house feel 
like a home,” says Craig, who helped the Prichards design and decorate their 
beautiful new condo so it immediately felt like home, making the transition 

easier than anyone anticipated. “We couldn’t have done this without 
Chris,” Meg explains.

“Their previous home was considerably larger than the space they 
have now,” says Craig. “They have lots of beautiful antiques, many of 
which have great stories.” His priority was incorporating many of those 
fine antiques into a completely different, more contemporary loft living 
space. He says the key question was not just which pieces they could 
use from their previous home, “but also which pieces have sentimental 
value and how we could showcase them.”

The Prichards and Craig decided on a neutral palette. Benjamin 
Moore’s Classic Grey was used on all walls. Capturing the light in the 

corner unit was another priority and a neutral colour scheme was key to 
keeping everything light in the open-concept space. It also creates the 
perfect backdrop for displaying antiques and art. They opted to use the 
same colour throughout the entire home and pulled it into the fabrics and 
patterns on upholstery as well. Upholstered dining chairs, bedroom blinds, 
and the wing and slipper chair were custom made by Ann Woods.

Two elements in particular help make the condo space feel like a 
home – a second-level loft and a fireplace. Both Meg and James say they 
were accustomed to having a fireplace in their previous home. Now, the 
fireplace near the outermost corner of their condo unit is a feature that 
grounds the living room and acts as a focal point.

The condo’s upper loft, above the 
main-floor living area, makes this space 
open and airy.

ABOVE: Lovely examples of Meg’s hand-hooked rugs. RIGHT: 
The custom fireplace was a must-have for Meg and James. 
Built-in shelving showcases treasured keepsakes. BELOW: 
Christoper Craig of Waterstone Interiors is a “dear friend and 
invaluable décor/editing consultant,” Meg says. 
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OPPOSITE: 
The alcove is an 
unexpected charmer 
in the contemporary 
space. This 
200-plus-year-old oak 
secretary desk is one 
of Meg’s favourite 
pieces. RIGHT: Meg’s 
hobby room in the 
loft offers lots of 
storage for wool and 
supplies for many 
projects. BELOW: A 
lofty, bright reading 
corner overlooks 
the main floor and 
treetop views of 
Elora. BOTTOM 
RIGHT: The loft 
space also includes 
a media room and 
James’s office. 

The need lepoint and sculpted-wool f ireside screen 
with hand-carved wooden frame was crafted by 
Meg’s great grandmother in the early 1800s. 

Skylights al low natural light to f lood 
the condo and create the il lusion of space.

Benjamin Moore 
Classic Grey
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Craig presented Meg with a specific design for the fireplace and, 
although it was hard for her to imagine, she trusted his expertise and 
they had Kraemer Kitchens build to Craig’s specifications. It adds 
just the right balance of cosiness to the room. Skylights and lots of 
windows make the main floor bright, creating the illusion of space.

Floors on the main floor, (except bedrooms, which are carpeted) are 
manufactured hardwood by U-Save Wholesale Flooring. Craig and 
the Prichards chose warm hickory Nordic Desert in keeping with the 
light, neutral palette.

In the loft, the Prichards set up an office and sitting area. They 
also closed off a separate back room for storage and projects, of which 
they have many. Meg loves to hook rugs. Lovely examples of her work 
are displayed throughout the condo. Station Earth Total Home 

Technologies installed a full audio/video setup in the condo, including 
a 4K TV in the loft.

This is a couple who are in perpetual motion. Although they’re 
constantly on the go now, they know that won’t be the case forever. 
Downsizing became top of mind in recent years. “We have seen friends 
who have left it too late,” says James.

One of the best perks of living in a smaller space without a yard 
to maintain is how easy it is to pick up and travel the world. With a 
space this beautifully designed and curated, it’s the ideal new home 
base. Meg’s words of advice to others who are facing the challenge of 
downsizing are this: “You don’t need to be afraid. Get expert advice 
to help edit your treasures. In the end the transition is freeing, and it 
definitely feels like home!”  OH

TOP LEFT: The master 
en suite repeats 
contemporary sleek lines 
and the neutral colour 
theme. TOP RIGHT: 
The serene grey and 
white colour scheme 
blends harmoniously 
throughout the home. 
LEFT: The guest room 
decorated with a hint of 
the seaside welcomes 
visiting grandchildren.   
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Elora Heights Condominiums Phase Two
Walking Distance to Downtown Elora

36 Suites • Most With Gorge Views • Large Balconies
Coming Soon
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