
he lush greenery now 
veiling the backyard 
oasis in privacy wasn’t 

in season when the current 
residents purchased this 
2,900 sq. ft. home in the 
winter of 2005. Instead, 
their hilltop vista extended 
through bare tree branches 
to showcase Kempenfelt 
Bay’s south shore beyond 
the train station that lends 
its name to their Allandale 
Heights neighbourhood.
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STORY KATHLEEN DUNCAN  |  PHOTOGRAPHY SANDY MACKAY

TOP: The entrance to this stacked split-level home got a total refresh, painted Metropolitan by 
Benjamin Moore. Designer Leah Size added a bright new rug, a bench and potted plants. ABOVE: 
The main floor was the focus of the renovation. The living/dining/kitchen is now wide open with 
unobstructed views to the backyard. LEFT: Leah’s styling touch includes prayer beads, an orchid 
and inspirational books in the living room. OPPOSITE: Interior Stylist Leah Size of Design By Size. 

Continued on page 78
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The property and view sparked the sale, but 
the young couple wanted to renovate the 
house from the moment they penned the deal. 
The stacked split-level dated back to 1964 
with a choppy main floor and a drafty addition 
that would become the upgrade’s focal point.

Construction was delayed by a busy life 
that came in the form of dual careers and two 
children. After a plumbing leak forced the 
issue last year, the homeowners had a choice 
to make: was the necessary repair to be a 
quick fix or a starting point for a much larger 
project? Like a familiar TV scenario, she was 
ready to move and he wanted to stay.

The connection to the historic Kempenfelt 
community (“…annexed by Barrie in 1896,” 
according to TourismBarrie.com) won the day. 
It was time to turn those initial renovation 
dreams into reality.

Interior stylist Leah Size, who 
prefers reno projects to new builds for the 
transformation potential, was called in early to 
help create a plan and budget. Three levels of 
the four-level home would be affected to some 
degree and the timeline was tight. 

It called for the family to be out of the 
house for a maximum of three weeks.

The “sustainably minded” creative force 
behind Leah’s company Design by Size 
typically saves time and money on projects 
wherever possible by repurposing existing 
items into a new look.

“I’m not the designer who says we need 
everything new,” says Leah, a Barrie-based 
entrepreneur with a blog packed with DIY 
tips. “Sometimes spaces just need to be 
reworked for a new perspective. I don’t want 
to buy and throw out.”

For this hilltop home, Leah knew the 
family had been spending most of their time 
together in the spacious and comfortable 
basement that walks out to the pool deck. 
With its multifunctional spaces, the 
lower level allowed family members to feel 
connected even when occupied in different 
endeavours. With the reno, she wanted to 
bring the same family-friendly vibe to the main 
floor, but with an elegant practicality they 
would be proud to share with friends.

New life was infused into the single-room 
addition that runs along the length of one 
side of the house to become the children’s 
dedicated play space. No longer a chilly 
afterthought, the cosy retreat received an 
insulation upgrade, the same hand-scraped 
oak flooring with a tobacco finish that was 
installed throughout, and much of the well-
loved furniture relocated from the living room.

To optimize the view and natural light, 
an open-concept plan was developed for the 
rest of the main floor, creating unobstructed 
sightlines throughout the kitchen, living 
room and dining areas. Larger windows 
sourced through Gentek Building 
Products were installed and finished with 

Continued on page 80

ABOVE: The long kitchen island provides plenty of 
room for the whole family to enjoy informal meals. 
FAR LEFT: A sweet desk and a sturdy pouf fill a 
corner off the kitchen. LEFT: Snacks and drinks 
provide mid-day nibbles at the photo shoot. 

The kitchen is the star of the renovation. A white quartz-topped 
island, painted Bold Blue by Benjamin Moore, plays off the white 
perimeter cabinets, all with brass pulls. RIGHT: Rod Snow of Snow 
Valley Kitchens. BELOW: The entire main floor was renovated and 
decorated, creating a modern farmhouse look. 

a California-style treatment from Diamond 
Coat Shutters Ltd.

Barrie resident Rod Snow, owner of 
Snow Valley Cutom Kitchens and Baths, 
was chosen to head up construction. For 
four decades and two generations, the Snow 
family has been creating custom solutions for 
homeowners across the region. As a one-stop 
shop, the Snow team includes cabinetmakers, 
painters, electricians, plumbers and any other 
trades required. On this project, they were 
tasked with refreshing the entrance foyer 
and bedroom, refitting the main bathroom 
upstairs and rebuilding the entire main 
floor from scratch.
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“Once everything gets ripped down, 
you’re left with ‘what now,’ ” says Leah, who 
consulted on new finishes and furniture. 
“You’re spending all this money and you don’t 
want to make a mistake.”

As it happened in this project, her clients 
often have great vision but lack confidence in 
their own taste. Leah’s experience provides 
a reassuring sounding board and brings new 
ideas to the table.

Together, they went for a “modern 
farmhouse” aesthetic with industrial 
accents. Using a backdrop of Intense 
White by Benjamin Moore, Leah shopped 
locally. Brushed brass and glass kitchen 
pendants found at Glass Lighting Gallery 
complement the sputnik chandelier that 
showcases the oval harvest table crafted from 
reclaimed wood.

“I try my hardest to shop Canadian,” Leah 
explains. “All the furniture came from Urban 
Barn – that sofa and chair are Canadian made.”

Continued on page 82

ABOVE: The extension room, added by the previous owners after a tornado, used to 
be the new family’s playroom. Leah gave it new life as a music lounge. LEFT: New open-
tread stairs were built and stained to match the oak floors. Interior doors came from 
Barrie Trim & Mouldings Inc. BELOW: A backyard pool is the highlight of the summer 
for the family.

I try my hardest to 
shop Canadian.”

416.346.9842
www.SnowValleyKitchens.ca

Affordable
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THAN YOU THINK

L I F E  O U T D O O R S STUNNING POOLS, PATIOS, HOT TUBS & OUTDOOR FURNITURE
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Our outdoor furniture is made from up to 100% recycled plastic 
which diverts millions of pounds of plastic that would have 
been destined for a landfill or ocean. 7/8” thick material with 
solid colour throughout and a woodgrain finish. Our furniture is 

heavy, durable and can withstand all weather conditions. 
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Where possible, 
Leah saves time 
and money 
on projects by 
repurposing 
existing items 
into a new look.

Across from the plush sectional, display 
cases flank a Napoleon fireplace set within 
a dry-stacked ledgestone surround from 
Stone Selex. Although the shaker cabinet 
doors along the bottom of the twin built-ins 
match those in the kitchen, the rustic stone 
application tempers a brilliant Carrara marble 
backsplash from Tilemaster that reaches 
up to the crown moulding in a herringbone 
pattern. With few upper cabinets, the 
sparkling expanse doubles as a feature wall.

 Grounding the otherwise bright kitchen 
that’s topped with Willow White LG quartz 
is an oversize island painted Bold Blue 

LEFT: The upstairs bathroom was totally 
renovated with a new quartz-topped dual 
vanity, vessel tub and frameless glass 
shower. The encaustic tile floor is the star of 
this bathroom. Fixtures are from Bathworks.

(Benjamin Moore) and adorned with brass 
pulls. Gunmetal and leather stools complete  
the timeless ensemble.

Upstairs in the main bath, the quartz recurs 
atop the dual vanity. Opposite, a free-standing 
soaker tub nestles beside a frameless glass 
shower with Bathworks fixtures to transform 
the small footprint into a luxury escape.

With the view inside the four-bedroom 
home finally matching the glorious exterior 
panorama, Leah is as satisfied as her clients 
at the result. She’s also pleased for another 
chance to indulge her passion for creating 
inspired interiors.  OH

BARRIE
79 Anne St. S.    705.737.3338
ti lemastercanada.com
Instagram: tilemastercanada

705.717.6114
Barrie, ON

designbysize@gmail.com
d e s i g n b y s i z e . c a

HOME ADDITIONS & RENOVATIONS
A Reputation Built on High Quality Craftsmanship & Proven Reliability

705.818.7900 
austin@kirkworthconstruction.ca  |  www.kirkworthconstruction.ca
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