
SHOULD I STAY OR SHOULD I GO? THAT’S OFTEN THE QUESTION
PARENTS FACE WHEN THE KIDS ARE GROWN AND THEY’RE
LOOKING AROUND THEIR SPACIOUS, LIVED-IN FAMILY
HOME. FOR TRISH AND DON KNOX AND THEIR OAKVILLE
HOME, THE ANSWER WAS A DEFINITIVE STAY, BUT...  Continued on page 78 

The front room 
makeover 
brightened 
the room, and 
colour was 
incorporated by 
adding various 
hues, including 
a bright yet still 
tranquil blue. 

THE RIGHT
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Beautiful blue was used in the family room to echo the backyard pool. A floor-to-
ceiling tiled fireplace surround provides dimension and a beautiful focal point.

W“We’d been here 15 years and we liked the size of the house and the 
proximity to the trails and everything Oakville offers in terms of 
lifestyle,” says Trish. And yet, in order to stay and be happy, they knew 
the home would need to undergo some major updates.

“We said, let’s make a commitment to a renovation that won’t date, 
that has the look we’re looking for, with quality materials, and that will 
allow us to stay in the house for 20 more years,” says Don.

With their three daughters grown and out of the house, the couple 
decided the timing was right to tackle a redesign. They brought in 
designer Elizabeth Munro of Elizabeth Munro Design, whom they 
had worked with after they first moved into the house in 2000. 

“Trish and Don love their pool and backyard, which are off the 
kitchen and family room, and wanted to incorporate them into the 
design,” says Elizabeth. “They were also frustrated with the flow of 
the rooms, which wasn’t working for their lifestyle. It was important 
too that they had a place to relax on the weekends when entertaining 
family. They wanted a calming and timeless classic look they could live 
with for many years.”

The kitchen and family room were tackled first. A partial wall 
between the kitchen and family room and an oversize fieldstone 
corner fireplace were removed to allow for a more open, welcoming 
space that showcases the view of the pool. Flooring was updated by 
Speers Flooring. A new gas fireplace from CobbleStonembers 
was installed on the back wall, and tiled floor-to-ceiling with tiles from 
Olympia Tile. “It’s the perfect focal point for the open-concept design,” 
says Elizabeth. 

Walls were painted navy, bringing a nautical feel to this city escape. 
“There are large windows and lots of light, and the navy blue is the 
perfect accent to the backyard pool, and it gives some personality to the 
calm palette throughout the rest of the house,” says Elizabeth. 

“It’s the small details you notice and maybe 
others don’t,” says Don. “I still get a kick out 
of these rooms, because we got it right.”

Continued on page 81
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LEFT: Doors open to 
the backyard where the 
couple enjoys summer 
entertaining. BOTTOM 
LEFT: An integrated 
shelf is a great space to 
display pretty books. 
BELOW: Parsons chairs 
with textured upholstery 
add formality to 
the dining room. 

In the kitchen, new custom cabinets 
extend to the ceiling, providing much needed 
extra storage. Sleek new appliances from 
Goemans Appliances add function. Since 
Trish and Don do much of their summer 
entertaining in the backyard, Elizabeth also 
added a hidden cabinet on the peninsula 
near the patio doors to store all their outdoor 
kitchen items. “It would have been a wasted 
corner, but we installed a hidden push latch 
on the end panel, so although it looks like a 
solid piece, it actually provides a place to hold 
outdoor dishes and glasses,” Elizabeth says.

She also removed a door to the dining 
room so the couple could have a double oven, 
and added a cookbook shelf. “We call it the 
Elizabeth shelf,” laughs Don.

While the couple chose to keep the 
porcelain tile that runs from the foyer all the 
way to the kitchen, the kitchen gets a new life 
with a coordinating quartz countertop from 
Caesarstone Canada and a new backsplash. “It 
made the floor look like new,” says Don.

Elizabeth steered them away, however, 
from adding a kitchen island. “It’s the number 
one client request on most of my kitchen 
projects,” Elizabeth says. “I love an island, but 
it has to make sense. In this case, it would have 
made the kitchen cramped and tight. Instead, 
we went with a peninsula with an oversize 
countertop, which provides an overhang for 

The new cabinetry reaches to the ceiling for 
much needed space. The large peninsula serves 
double duty as a seating area and it also houses 
backyard accessories.

Continued on page 84
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The boxed in tub was 
removed, creating space 
for the new one to take 
centre stage atop an 
intricate tile inlay. 

Set in Stone
             mega Mantels, an industry leader, has 
been manufacturing exclusive custom cast stone 
products for over 35 years.

Let us help you design and create your very own 
custom Fireplace Mantel or Kitchen Hood.
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stools. Once the project was installed and they 
saw what a difference it made, they were glad 
that I had pushed them in that direction.”

Elsewhere, the front room got a dramatic 
makeover, with a serene soft grey-green colour 
scheme that is a world away from the dark, 
stuffy library that it used to be.

The master bath also underwent a 
big change, and now boasts a luxurious, 
freestanding bathtub that replaced the home’s 
old boxed-in tub. Reducing the tub’s footprint 
also allowed them to enlarge the shower. 

“We used large tile on the floor and shower 
walls, and an assortment of small tiles for 
a custom border around the shower walls,” 
says Elizabeth. “We also used two different 
mosaic tiles to skirt the tub. There was lots 
of texture, but all done in the same palette. It 
provides a peaceful retreat at the end of the 
day.” New lighting from Universal Lighting 
completes the space. 

From the unique, carpet-like tile inlay 
beneath the master tub, to the family 
room fireplace feature wall, the home is 
now all about great flow and gorgeous 
design vignettes.

“Each room flows into the next and you 
can feel a calm come over you when you are 
there,” says Elizabeth. “The colour palette, 
the furnishing, the lighting, it all just comes 
together in perfect balance and harmony.”

“It’s the small details you notice and maybe 
others don’t,” says Don. “I still get a kick out of 
these rooms, because we got it right.”  OH

ABOVE: The shower 
was made larger and tile 
details were added. 
LEFT: Earth meets water 
with soft blue walls and 
darker elements for 
an organic feel.
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