
This Old House

HHow can a home built 
before the days of 
automation and heated 
floors meet modern-day 
needs? Jordan Hart and 
John Black of Black-
Hart Construction Inc. 
seamlessly blended 
modern function with an 
older aesthetic to strike 
the right balance with 
this home renovation.
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Homeowners Roslyn MacLean and Kevin September considered selling 
their Oakville abode, but found it difficult to replicate the charm of 
an older home in an ideal neighbourhood, so they called on Black-
Hart to renovate.

 “We get involved very early on with projects so that when we 
move to construction, things move quickly,” says Jordan. “It’s a lot of 
preplanning and coordination with the client from the start.” 

On the exterior, the team added a walkway with old-world, brick-
style pavers to blend seamlessly with the charming landscape. Simple 
plantings tie the home to its surroundings and create a warm welcome.

Once inside, a cosy vestibule buffers the interior from seasonal 
elements, and provides a place to shed coats and shoes. Here, updated 
trim work and antiqued closet doors with hardware from Restoration 

Hardware provide purpose and vintage flair. A charming Dutch door 
separates the entry from the kitchen to keep the family dogs at bay 
when guests come calling. 

A renovation of an older home often uncovers surprises, like a 
newspaper from 1911 inside the bathroom wall, and unexpected 
flooring work. The flooring throughout the main level was never framed 
properly, and additions and changes over the years created slopes and 
steps in various areas.

In the kitchen, the floor was reframed and brought up to level, doors 
heightened and in-floor heating added. “We didn’t feel confident that 
the existing floor could handle the new system,” says John. “So we 
brought in a structural engineer. We didn’t want to reattach the new 
structure to the existing stone foundation.” 

Hexagonal hardware 
mirrors the shape in the 
kitchen backsplash.

The home’s charming exterior was 
given an update with a new walkway 
and garden beds. RIGHT: Zen watches 
the world go by from the front step.

A Dutch door provides a 
clear sightline to the lovely 
kitchen. RIGHT: Black-Hart 
Construction Inc. worked with 
the homeowners to update the 
space. TOP RIGHT: A graphic 
floor makes a statement in the 
powder room. Jordan Hart and John Black of 

Black-Hart Construction with 
homeowner Roslyn MacLean and 
her dogs SheFoo and Zen.

Continued on page 73
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A pass-through window opens the space between the kitchen 
and the dining room. To honour the home’s heritage feel, the 
chimney was clad in reclaimed, face-cut brick from Hamilton 
Builders’ Supply.

Skylights flood the area with light. The original L-shaped layout 
of the kitchen remains, with the goal of the reno to create function 
and addional storage space. 

“Because it’s not a large space, everything had to be high function 
and have its purpose,” says Jordan. “This project was all about 
details. Every little tiny space mattered.”

Roslyn started with a French bistro aesthetic in mind, but the 
soapstone countertops by Greensville Soapstone Company, 
preferred by Kevin, inspired a new direction. Grey cabinetry by 
Circle A Cabinetry beautifully complements the variegated 
soapstone and provides continuity with Farrow & Ball’s Pavilion 
Grey in the dining room. 

A hexagonal backsplash tile from Marble Trend, a design 
inspiration Roslyn took from a magazine, mirrors the shape of the 
brass drawer knobs and pulls.

Soapstone shelves along the kitchen wall are an eye-catching 
feature that add a little farmhouse whimsy. Sometimes with the 
simplest elements, there’s more than meets the eye. “The tile itself is 
textured, so it’s not flat, so the brackets have to fit perfectly. There’s 
a lot going on behind the scenes to ensure they are functioning 
properly,” says Jordan.

Bronzed hardware in a timeless profile adds a touch of modern. 
Updated windows and a new door system from Kolbe Windows 
& Doors open the kitchen to the backyard. “The original door was 
smaller, and a more traditional style, so this is a bit more modern/
transitional,” says John. Continued on page 74

Soapstone 
shelves are an 
inspired addition.

The original kitchen 
was dark and dated.

A hexagon-tiled backsplash runs to the 
ceiling in this kitchen designed with 
pull-up upper cabinets and variegated 
soapstone counters.

The variegated pattern and earthy 
tone of the soapstone countertops 
add unique beauty. BOTTOM LEFT: 
Integrated dog bowls slide out of sight 
when not in use.
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A built-in banquette niche designed by 
Jordan, Circle A Carpentry and Roslyn, is a 
great place to gather with friends and family, 
and includes a dog nook under the bench. A 
white marble table is a subtle nod to the bistro 
style Roslyn loves. Custom cushions by The 
Foam Centre complete the space.

In the dining room, the original exposed 
ceiling joists were freshened with paint. 
Though the hallway closet juts into the dining 
area, the team added panelling to break up the 
empty wall and create visual interest.

The tiny powder room was given a 
makeover to include a shower. “The reasoning 
to put in the shower is that eventually when 
they do a second floor reno, they’ll need one. 
We wanted it to look nice, but not necessarily 
like someone’s en suite,” says Jordan. To 
achieve the right balance, a graphic tile floor is 
paired with a soapstone sink from Greensville 
Soapstone Company and a marble shower 
niche and jambs.

Cast iron vintage-style vent covers were 
sourced by Black-Hart to match the heritage 

style of the home. Crystal door knobs add 
sparkle. “I remember them from my family’s 
old home in Toronto,” says Roslyn. “As a child, 
I was at eye level with the cut facets, and I 
loved their glamour.” 

The home is a beautiful pairing of classic 
choices with modern function, from trim 
selections to colours and finishes. “We tried 
to make things look like they fit the home and 
the space,” says John.

“Jordan had good design advice,” says 
Roslyn. “I have specific ideas about what I like, 
but the trim I picked was wider, and with the 
scale of the house, he suggested something 
with a slimmer profile. Things like that were 
very helpful to hear. I could always count on 
his taste to enhance what I wanted.”

Tackling an update the right way with a 
knowledgeable team is important. It’s not 
just peace of mind. It helps create balance 
when incorporating modern taste with a 
nod to a home’s historical character. When 
done right, the end result will last for 
years to come.  OH

A built-in banquette 
maximizes the space in 
the kitchen. BELOW: 
A window between 
the dining room 
and kitchen creates 
interesting sightlines.

The dogs have their 
own cosy nook.

Respraying and refacing are available in custom colours with carpenters available for your on-site modifications.

Affordable Options
I didn’t know I had so many

REPAINT
REFACE
REPLACE

 
1163 King Rd . Unit 7 

Burlington 905.632.6465 

220 Nebo Rd . Unit 1 
Hamilton 905.381.4269

info@decorrestore.ca 
www.decorrestore.ca

MILTON LIGHTINGwww.miltonlighting.com

905.878.7111
info@miltonlighting.com

295 Main Street East
Milton ON L9T 1P1

Store Hours: Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday: 10am - 6pm
Thusday & Friday: 10am - 8pm • Saturday: 10-5 • Sunday 12pm - 4pm
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