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One of Toronto’s exclusive 
neighbourhoods, Lawrence Park, 
is a tranquil enclave, featuring 
meandering avenues and an 
eclectic blend of charming homes. 
In fact, in 1911, Howard and Lorrie 
Grubb, the founders of Sheridan 
Nurseries, were commissioned 
to design and landscape the 
boulevards, parks and many of the 
homes in the area, a catalyst of the 
lush vistas today. Continued on page 68

The living room 
comes alive with 
colour and texture. 
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AA young professional couple, the owners of this home were drawn to 
the area for its central location, proximity to work and the downtown 
core. “The home was redone by the previous owners, and in a crazy 
market, we were lucky to find a move-in ready gem in the centre of the 
city,” says the homeowner. The 2,300 sq. ft. home was a blank slate with 
good bones. The couple called in Terri Clark of Terri Clark Interiors 
to help make the house a home. 

Terri previously worked with the homeowner and her family, first 
transforming a home and then later, a condo. With a keen ability to 
walk into a space and see its potential, she was able to come in once 
again and add touches that would resonate with the couple’s style.

“When the homeowners moved into their new digs near Avenue 
Road and Lawrence, they asked me for some assistance. Although 
we do not know the history of this house, it had great bones and it 
was evident that the previous owner put some work into the house 
to bring it up to date,” says Terri. She helped strike the right balance 
with lighting, colour choice and furniture scale, adding contemporary 
elements to the home’s traditional design.

Just inside the front door, an eye-catching, bold animal print makes 
a statement on the staircase. “The one detail that I laugh about is that 
I loved the carpet on the stairs,” says Terri. “It worked perfectly with 
what we were going to do to the décor of the house.” 

“THE ONE DETAIL THAT
I LAUGH ABOUT IS 
THAT I LOVED THE CARPET
ON THE STAIRS.”

An animal print carpet 
adds flair to the traditional 
stairwell. OPPOSITE, 
TOP: Terri Clark’s creative 
solutions add personality 
and comfort to homes. 
BOTTOM: Mixed metals, 
colour and texture combine 
to add glamour in the 
living room. 

Continued on page 71
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The entire home was treated to a coat of paint in 
Benjamin Moore’s Cloud White, a fresh, clean backdrop 
for the redesign. From there, sofas and chairs were custom 
crafted for the family room and living room to ensure 
balance and harmony while adding style and functionality. 

In the living room, metal and mirror accents add layers 
while maintaining the light, airy feel. Playful patterns 

and a bold splash of pink keep the room from feeling 
too masculine. 

In the dining room, the table is a salute to contemporary 
style. Its clean lines pair with mid-century inspired chairs in 
white to maintain fresh simplicity. A globe chandelier adds a 
hint of industrial style. Artwork that the couple laughingly 
refer to as “his-and-hers” is a dramatic focal point.

Dining room 
artwork ref lects 
the couple’s 
playful side.

White walls, an 
industrial chandelier 
and funky art 
come together 
in this spacious, 
contemporary 
dining room.

“IT WAS IMPORTANT TO ME THAT THE
VIBE OF THIS HOME REFLECT THE
HOMEOWNERS’ PERSONALITIES, BOTH
YOUNG AND ACTIVE PROFESSIONALS,”
SAYS TERRI. 

Continued on page 72
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Renovated by the previous homeowners, the kitchen is open to the 
family room. Simple white cabinetry and stone countertops provide a 
neutral canvas with plenty of possibility.

The couple’s favourite space in the home is the family room. “It’s our 
go-to hangout space. We love how comfortable it is,” says the homeowner. 
Here, Terri designed a television unit to fit the contours of the space. “We 

stained the front of the cabinets to balance out the existing floors but 
used black to update and modernize the need for a TV unit. Keeping the 
interior box of the cabinet black helped to minimize the scale of the TV 
itself,” she explains. Wall-to-wall windows invite the lush green of the 
outdoors in. Pillows and throws in soft patterns adorn the custom white 
sofa, adding texture but maintaining the room’s peaceful tranquility. 

ABOVE: Custom built-in 
cabinetry fits seamlessly into 
the family room. RIGHT: The 
use of white maintains the 
cool, fresh feel in the family 
room, while patterns and 
texture add dimension.

Continued on page 74

DESIGNER TERRI CLARK’S 5 TIPS FOR 
DESIGNING WITH A BLANK CANVAS

1Space: Consider the 
space and what you want 
to accomplish within it.

2 Lighting: Layer your 
lighting and include 
potlights, table lamps, 

floor lamps, chandeliers and 
perhaps task lighting.

3 Trim: Add or update trim 
and mouldings. Popular 
choices include shiplap 

for a farmhouse feel, beadboard 
for a beach feel and Craftsman 
style for a country-home feel. 
Crown moulding and even new 
interior doors will add great 
value to your new space.

4Colour: I love white. It 
always makes a room 
look bigger and colour 

bounces off it beautifully. 
However, not all whites are 
created equal. Check and see if 
cold whites or soft whites work 
best for you.

5 Accessorize: Let people 
know your personality. 
Are you full of energy 

and like bold colours or more 
subtle and prefer neutral hues? 
Shop around and have some 
fun filling your home with 
your style!
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“As a busy couple, we don’t often 
find much time to enjoy the house,” 
says the homeowner. When they 
do, the dining room allows for easy 
entertaining of friends and family.
The open-concept family room and 
kitchen provides a place to unwind 
and spend evenings cooking dinner or 
hanging by the television. 

“It was important to me that 
the vibe of this home reflect the 
homeowners’ personalities. They are 
both young and active professionals,” 
says Terri. “The lighting and artwork 
help project that. We hand-picked 
the area rugs to top off and balance 
the spaces to add warmth.”

The home’s redesign strikes 
just the right balance for a young, 
metropolitan couple starting a life 
together. It’s a chic city home with a 
contemporary vibe, yet a comfortable 
retreat from the busy world.  OH

The previous owner’s renovation included a 
new kitchen, open to the family room, also 
an addition. The couple enjoys the ability to 
enjoy relaxing evenings in the open space.

benjaminmoore.com
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