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“Laura just wanted to freshen up one room, which 
led to another as she fell in love with the overall 
concept of what the house could truly look like,” 
recalls Alcorn.

Stratton and her husband purchased their 
Newmarket home five years ago. “It was a bigger lot, 
had more space,” says Stratton. “It’s not a newer home, 
but it’s fairly modern. The previous homeowner had 
done a lot of upgrades and kept it up well.” 

With two young children, the couple wanted 
a multipurpose space that also allows them to 
entertain. “It’s a big home, full of light and energy. 
She wanted it to be kid friendly and a great space 
for entertaining all ages,” says Alcorn.

First, though, they had to tackle Stratton’s office.
“It was dark,” recalls Stratton. “It was the room 

where things went to die – all that crumbling 

furniture we stuck in the office. Jo changed it up, 
changed the paint colour, moved things around, and 
I haven’t changed a thing since.”

“We made the room more inviting for Laura to 
enjoy and be inspired by,” says Alcorn. She added 
additional storage and work surfaces to better 
utilize the space and improve the flow and furniture 
layout of the room.

“Laura loves blue and the clean, crisp feel of 
white. We wanted to add a dramatic wall to create a 
wow factor as soon as you walked in. This is a room 
that Laura spends a lot of time in, so I wanted to 
make sure she was surrounded by things she loves 
and is inspired by.” 

By creating an art wall, Stratton is able to easily 
change things up as new accomplishments arise or 
one of the kids creates a new masterpiece. 
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“THIS IS A ROOM THAT 
LAURA SPENDS A LOT OF 
TIME IN, SO I WANTED 
TO MAKE SURE SHE 
WAS SURROUNDED BY 
THINGS SHE LOVES AND 
IS INSPIRED BY.”

What started as a home 
office update turned 
into a home-wide refresh 
when PR maven Laura 
Stratton enlisted the help 
of designer Jo Alcorn to 
design her space.

ABOVE: Designer Jo 
Alcorn created a space 
that fit the whole family. 
OPPOSITE: Owner Laura 
Stratton’s office, now a 
haven, was the springboard 
to the home redesign.

Continued on page 78
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Stratton’s husband Scott also loved the 
new space and wanted one like it for himself. 
That led to the basement, which Alcorn 
describes as a “man cave with a family twist.”

“Scott wanted a man cave but it had to be 
family friendly at the same time,” says Alcorn. 
“The basement was dark and had a weird 
layout. We wanted it to function as a place for 
them to entertain and hang out with the kids.”

Scott loves collecting Star Wars figurines 
and comic books, so that was brought into 
the design concept. Since the space would 
also serve as a place for the family to hang out 
or watch movies, Alcorn also took this into 
consideration when creating the design.

The basement now features a cosy 
sectional, and an island with stools. “There’s 
a bar, but we made it so it wasn’t so bar-
bar, with cabinets to hold the alcohol, so if 
there are kids down there it doesn’t scream 
bar,” says Alcorn.

The basement also features a table where 
the kids can do homework and crafts, or 
the family can play cards and games. “It 
can be kids during the day and adults at 
night,” Alcorn says.

“SCOTT 
WANTED A 
MAN CAVE 
BUT IT 
HAD TO 
BE FAMILY 
FRIENDLY 
AT THE 
SAME TIME.”

TOP LEFT: Star Wars collectables are 
displayed in the lower level recreation 
room. LEFT: The bar area is simple, but 
stylish with concealed storage, a bar top 
and seating. ABOVE: Multiple zones 
allow the family to spread out. OPPOSTE, 
TOP: The seating area is the perfect spot 
for family movie night. BOTTOM: Framed 
Star Wars posters serve as artwork.

Continued on page 80
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In the dining room, dramatic blue walls, 
fabric chairs and a new live-edge dining table 
create a sophisticated space still comfortable 
for the family and entertaining.

The living room features conversation 
seating – two sofas, two chairs and an 
ottoman – rather than a sectional for 
lounging and watching TV. In fact, there’s 
no TV in the room, points out Alcorn. “They 
use the room for entertaining friends, or 

the kids will read a book in there. It’s more 
traditional in a sense.”

“It’s funny: this is where we all gather and 
it’s not the room with the TV,” says Stratton. 
“My son will play the guitar in there. I’ll lay 
on one sofa, Scott on the other. My daughter 
will be in the dining room colouring. It’s the 
place where we chill and talk. The way the 
furniture is in here fits the four of us just 
perfectly,” says Stratton.

FAR LEFT: The use of blue creates a 
tranquil backdrop in the living room. 
LEFT: Open shelving allows the 
sightlines to remain unobstructed. 
ABOVE: A bold blue dining room is 
a sophisticated spot for entertaining.

Continued on page 82
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The kids’ rooms – for Jameson, 11, and 
Capri, 8 – also got a makeover. “We brought in 
functional furniture that will actually mature 
with them,” says Alcorn. Youthful details – 
like butterflies and comic book heroes – went 
into accent pieces and posters so they could be 
easily replaced. 

“Those are rooms you don’t think about 
doing,” says Stratton. “Jo made it so the 
rooms can grow with them. You can throw 
a teenager in there and they’d be fine in that 
space,” says Stratton.

Elements, like the much-loved 
superheroes, can be swapped out 
as 11-year-old Jameson grows.

Continued on page 84
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Even the laundry room didn’t go 
untouched. “It was a mess, there was no 
rhyme or reason,” says Alcorn. “We needed 
to clean it up. Give it proper storage. We 
needed to give it something so it felt like part 
of the home and not a dungeon. You spend 
time in it so let’s make it beautiful. Now they 
don’t shut the door when people come over.”

As the laundry room had limited floor 
space and only one wall to add cabinets, 
Alcorn chose to use vertical space to 
add storage and front-loading laundry 
machines so the room could have a 
countertop. “If it’s designed right, it will 
always look put together,” she says.

With every space redesigned, Stratton 
and her family fall in love with their home 
more and more. “We spend time in the 
rooms Jo’s done and steer clear of the ones 
she hasn’t,” says Stratton.

“They love their spaces, and now they 
can use every inch of their house and enjoy 
it,” says Alcorn.  OH

LEFT: The laundry room went from limp to 
luxe with plenty of storage and a fresh, neutral 
palette. BELOW: Vibrant hints of colour add 
drama to Capri’s pretty-in-pink room.
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