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If the walls of this second-century farmhouse could talk, they’d likely be 
thanking their new (but very familiar) owners for the respectful makeover – 
the latest step in a rich history that parallels Canada’s own.

FARMHOUSE

Continued on page 32

Beautiful, mature maple trees line the long 
driveway leading to Rob and Anne Bromley’s 
renovated farmhouse. The thoughtful 
renovation honours the heritage of the home 
that they purchased from Rob’s parents. TOP 
RIGHT: A large front porch frames the front 
entrance of the farmhouse, built in 1887. 
RIGHT: Rob and Anne in the living room of 
their two-storey home. 
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in Orillia, was never far away. They were 
barely into their 20s when they married and 
settled elsewhere, but they taught their two 
daughters to expect holidays alongside 11 
cousins at their grandparents’ farm.

“We’ve also had our business here for 
over 20 years, so it made sense for us to take 
over the property when it was time for them 
to downsize,” explains Anne, referring to 
Bromley Automotive, the collision repair 
and restoration shop housed at the back 
of the property. 

With a lifetime of loving memories, she 
approached the full-scale renovation with a 
commitment to honour the heritage of both 
home and family.

Established as a farm in 1887 through the 
pioneering spirit of the Rutherford brothers, 
the two-storey brick home was built with 
two distinct living areas to accommodate 
their growing families. While their decedents 
continue to farm in the area, it’s the second 
and third generation of a single family in 
residence today. 

For Rob and Anne Bromley, who purchased 
the 176-acre spread from his parents in 2014, 
it was like coming home. The childhood 
sweethearts got together at age 14 and spent 
much of their young lives onsite. Entrepreneur 
and stock-car racer Rob could often be found 
out back working on his latest vehicle or 
business venture. Anne, who worked for 
Rob’s father at 2nd Century Source for Sports 

LEFT: The relaxed, 
comfortable living 
room leads down into 
a recreation room 
(ABOVE) where the 
extended Bromley 
family gathers 
for the holidays.  
Anne loves clocks, 
which is evident 
throughout the home.

LEFT: A fireplace keeps the back porch warm and 
cosy. BELOW: There’s a spot on the back porch 
for the grandchildren to hang their coats and take 
off their little shoes. BOTTOM: This bright hallway 
separates the back porch from the living room. The 
staircase leading to the upper level was meticulously 
relocated to the other end of the hall.

Continued on page 35
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door knobs, working transom hardware, and 
hand-stamped door hinges (that revealed their 
original splendour only after sloughing off five 
layers of paint).

 “I like to put my own touches on things,” 
she nods, pointing out a mirror she framed 
with the weather-worn boards from their 
barn. It’s one of several pieces she’s created 
that add charm and warmth to balance 
straight lines and sleek finishes.

Hand-hewn beams from the same barn 
provide support and style to the widened 
archway leading to the formerly sunken 
dining room. Aaron also raised the floor so the 
hardwood could flow continuously from the 
kitchen. The bright result received a check of 
approval on Rob’s wish list.

“I want to be able to pass it on, too,” adds 
the retiree, who prefers to spend time with her 
two young grandchildren.

With free rein from her husband, whose 
one request was a “light and bright” result, 
and much-appreciated moral support from 
her mother-in-law, Anne enlisted the help 
of son-in-law Aaron Lalonde, owner of 
Vision Landscapes, an Orillia-based home-
improvement and landscaping company, to 
achieve the desired results both inside and out.

He, in turn, garnered the support of Orillia 
Trim & Door Ltd. and Orillia Home 
Hardware Building Centre.

The goal was to customize the home’s 
functionality for the couple, while infusing 
the design with a style Anne calls “modern 
country with a little glam.”

It’s where sequins meets barn board.
In the guest suite, for example, that 

comfort-elegant fusion means a sophisticated 
chrome pendant sparkling from a classic 
ceiling medallion. It means a polished marble 
and gleaming glass shower stand opposite 
a hand-pump faucet and bureau-style 
vanity. It means tailored silk drapes by Julie 
Moorhouse and plush Sunshine Carpet & 
Flooring broadloom share space with vintage 

ABOVE: Anne white-washed 
the tongue-in-groove ceiling 
in her Bateman Design Centre 
custom kitchen. The black 
butcher-block topped island 
is fittingly upcountry. LEFT: 
A white apron-front sink is a 
perfect addition to the kitchen. 
The sink comes with a view 
of the beautiful landscape 
outside. OPPOSITE: A custom 
dining set is the focal point in 
the light-filled dining room off 
the kitchen. 

Continued on page 36
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Throughout the renovation, Anne was 
a hands-on project leader in the most 
literal sense. Using Benjamin Moore paint 
from Housser’s Paint & Wallpaper, 
she painted every room in the house using 
a cool, modern palette ranging from Gray 
Wisp in the grandchildren’s room and 
Cedar Key in the living room and guest 
bedroom, to Galveston Gray and Iron 
Mountain in the porch.

She also whitewashed the tongue-in-
groove ceiling presiding over a custom 
kitchen by Bateman Design Centre, 
which also provided the dining room 
table and chairs, bathroom vanity and 
built-in wall unit.

“Their work is great,” says the 
thoroughly pleased homeowner. “And I 
love that they’re local. (Bateman designer) 
Eve came by all the time and that made a 
big difference.”

TOP: Major renovations continued upstairs. 
This bedroom is ready for the grandchildren 
when they come for a sleepover. FAR LEFT: The 
revamped upstairs bathroom with custom vanity 
and storage sits between two bedrooms. LEFT: 
The hallway separates the guest rooms from 
the master suite. Anne has selected beautiful 
furnishings, some, like the red dresser, with a 
pop of colour.

Continued on page 38
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Outside, Aaron updated the pool 
and patio, added a pergola, landscaped 
the gardens and added window boxes 
for a fresh welcome to all visitors. It also 
provides a lovely view for those relaxing in 
the sun porch, which has been upgraded 
to a favourite four-season sitting room, 
thanks to a new fireplace that keeps things 
cosy when the weather turns cool.

The home’s backyard is a beautiful oasis. The pool received a facelift and a new pergola provides shade. 
ABOVE LEFT: The pool house with bright red Muskoka chairs sits inside the fence around the pool. MIDDLE: 
Anne with her sister-in-law Trish Titcombe, who reached out to OUR HOMES to tell us about this lovely home. 
Thanks Trish! RIGHT: A covered swing provides a spot to unwind at the end of a day.

Continued on page 40

LUMBER SPECIALTIES
POST & BEAM TIMBERS • DECKING
FENCING • FLOORING • FRAMING 

INTERIOR PANELING

7735 County Road 27, Barrie
PO Box 7189, Innisfil, ON L9S 1L0

22 Queen St W 
Elmvale, ON    
705.322.1961    

georgianbayliving.com
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Over two years, Anne and Aaron worked 
carefully to create the new without sacrificing 
too much of the old. But it wasn’t always the 
quickest choice.

When removing the steep back staircase 
to provide an office in the master suite above, 
and to minimize trip hazards for youngsters, 
the existing wainscotting and chair rail in 
the hallway downstairs were meticulously 
maintained. Anne describes the care Aaron 
took to remove and number each board so they 
could be replaced in order later.

“That’s why I enjoyed working here,” 
Aaron nods. “Trying to maintain the original 
character of the house, but modernizing it.”

With a few details remaining, Anne is 
ready to slow down and enjoy the process as 
it, like history, unfolds in due course.

In the meantime, this pioneer dream sits 
atop the apex of north-eastern Oro-Medonte 
with a 360-degree panorama that includes all 
of Bass Lake and a broad swath of Lake Simcoe 
shoreline. It seems content as well.  OH

ABOVE: The master bedroom upstairs is an 
inspired space. TOP MIDDLE: The best part is 
Anne’s spacious and organized closet. RIGHT: 
This cabinet holds essentials in the second guest 
bedroom upstairs.

Anne’s glamorous style is evident 
in the design and décor in this 
guest bedroom. Luxurious bedding, 
mirrored bedside tables and custom 
drapes complete the room.     

Discover Our Showroom 
Hours: Mon-Fri 9:30am-4:30pm Sat by appt.

35 Cedar Pointe Dr, Unit 33, Barrie, ON
705.726.9861  |  www.designersplus.ca   

...continuing the heritage of creating beautiful Kitchen & Bath spaces

Join us in Celebrating our 40th Anniversary! 
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