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TThe two veteran OPP officers served as 
their new home’s general contractors to 
create an oasis of originality, tranquility and 
functionality, all located on a one-acre lot not 
far from Midland in Tiny Township.

The first-time builders say it was an easy 
decision to direct the entire project. 

“We’re very particular and wanted to have 
that level of control,” says Lori, noting that 
while she has lived across Ontario, Kathy grew 
up in the area. “We were very involved in the 
whole process. The key was knowing the local 
tradespeople we used. ” Kathy was familiar 
with several of the companies.

A tour through the marvellous 2,150 sq. ft. 
bungalow reveals unique decorative touches 
and features that one rarely, if ever, finds in 
a new build.

Standouts include one-of-a-kind railings 
and towel bars created out of custom-finished, 
mild steel by Mike Bilyk of Lafontaine 
IronWerks. JVL Home Improvements 
Ltd. supplied galvanized steel for the vaulted 
living room and master bedroom ceilings and 

erected the 125-year-old barn beams brought 
in by the home owners from a family farm. 

But happenstance played a major role in 
securing the wonderful treed and private lot in 
the first place.

“We had always wanted to build and 
Kathy fortunately was driving through this 
subdivision and found this vacant lot,” Lori 
explains. That drive three years ago led to 
construction of the ranch-style bungalow 
beginning in May 2013 and completed six 
months later.

Lori, Kathy, and their two children, Islay, 9, 
and Alex, 7, love their neighbourhood and have 
settled in nicely.

Lori and Kathy have been together for 
five years after originally meeting during 
a weapons training exercise at the force’s 
Orillia headquarters. They worked together 
on the build like a couple of veteran 
project leaders with Lori serving as the 
visionary and Kathy as the task-master, 
ensuring everything was scheduled and 
completed on time.

cal ling the shots
If Kathy Charlebois and Lori Doonan ever decide to 
give up their law and order careers, they might want 
to consider entering the world of new builds.

Lori Doonan and Kathy Charlebois stand on the porch of 
their new home in Tiny Township. They served as their own 
general contractors, an experience they say was a whole lot 
of fun. OPPOSITE: The open great room has some unique 
features, including a ceiling with 125-year-old barn beams and 
galvanized steel.

Continued on page 75
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“You do have your fingers crossed, 
hoping it will work, especially with exterior 
products and colours that would be very 
difficult to change,” Lori says. Adds Kathy, 
“We couldn’t have asked for the project to 
have gone any better. I kept a journal of each 
critical discussion with the contractors and 
was able to refer to it when reviewing the 
final details.”  

Kathy points out that although it was 
a very demanding project, the experience 
has been extremely positive and notes 
it’s important to support local trades 
whenever possible. The home was framed by 
Jamanzy Enterprises. Chris Bondar of 
Gilkon Construction Ltd. completed the 

architectural drawings, based on Lori and 
Kathy’s designs. 

Georgian Landscape completed the 
landscaping, enhancing the existing mature 
trees on the lot. The natural stone exterior 
comes from a quarry near Owen Sound and 
was sourced by Stones. Maibec board-
and-batten siding, soffit, fascia and eaves by 
Simcoe Exteriors complement the stone. 
GRS Roofing completed the roof.

Inside, a right turn reveals the large 
laundry room that actually affords great views 
outside. “We wanted it tied right into the 
house,” Lori explains. “A lot of people try to 
hide the laundry room in the back but it’s part 
of everyday living.”

LEFT: Custom mild steel railings enclose the stairway 
to the lower level. Grey porcelain tiles, a timeless 
light fixture and collected artwork complete the 
rustic-modern look. BELOW: The custom apron-
front concrete sink was made by Nucrete Studios. 
BOTTOM: Alex and Islay decorate gingerbread 
cookies in the dining room.

Continued on page 76

The kitchen has an island made of reclaimed barn 
board with custom concrete counters and a concrete 
sink. A stainless-steel range hood and appliances add 
sparkle. Red is an ideal accent colour.

ourhomes   H O L I D A Y / W I N T E R  2 0 1 5 / 1 6   |  7574  |  ourhomes   H O L I D A Y / W I N T E R  2 0 1 5 / 1 6

feature



A powder room and mudroom are just 
around the corner. The mudroom is a highlight 
in the home, thanks to Mike Bullivant 
of Batteaux Creek Woodworking, 
who used reclaimed barn board to create a 
multi-purpose area that keeps the family 
organized. Lori’s collection of antique door 
knobs adds a practical finishing touch to the 
space. Bullivant’s unique touches also include 
trim, baseboards and shelving throughout 
the home. “We used a lot of reclaimed barn 
board from Kathy’s grandfather’s barn in 
Lafontaine,” Lori says, pointing out another 
local tradesman, Al Lesperance of Al’s 
Masonry, who completed all the stonework, 
inside and out. “We obviously love the work 
he did with the stone.”

The mudroom leads into a spacious 
two-car garage that features automatic 
doors installed by Vriezema 
Overhead Doors Ltd.

Old meets new in the home’s main, 
open-concept living area that includes 
the kitchen, living and dining rooms. The 
fireplace surround features additional beams 
from the family barn. “It’s good to step 
outside your comfort zone,” Lori says. “We 
wanted to marry a rustic-antique style with 
modern-day living.”

Nearby, the cosy TV area overlooks a full-
sized deck and huge backyard. 

ABOVE: The laundry 
room is located off 
the main entrance. 
Light from a large 
window brightens 
the space, which 
includes shelving 
with baskets and a 
large closet to store 
household supplies. 
RIGHT AND TOP 
RIGHT: Reclaimed
barn bard was used 
as a focal point in a 
multi-purpose area. 
Coats and bags hang 
on hooks made of old 
door knobs, which
Lori collected 
over the years. 

ABOVE: The family’s 
Aussie Doodle, 
Finnegan, relaxes in the 
lounge off the kitchen at 
the back of the
home. FAR LEFT: The 
powder room is located 
just off the mudroom. 
LEFT: The office at 
the front of the
home has a unique 
storage cabinet the 
couple found online.

Continued on page 78
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ABOVE: The master en suite is an amazing space, with white shiplap walls, a vanity with a 
double sink, separate glass shower and a refurbished claw-foot tub. There’s even a large 
walk-in closet. RIGHT: Kathy and her father made the headboard using old tin ceiling tiles 
and crown moulding. OPPOSITE: A rolling, barn-board door reveals the en suite. 

The master bedroom also features a unique 
steel-and-beam vaulted ceiling. Separating 
the bedroom from the en suite is a barn door 
that slides on a runner the pair purchased 
from a farm feed store, which complements 
the galvalume finish on the metal ceiling. 
Highlighting the bathroom is an antique 
claw-foot tub that Lori (a flea market and 
garage sale aficionado) purchased for $50 and 
had refinished at an auto body shop for $200. 
The couple feel very strongly about the benefit 
of re-purposing discarded items from previous 
times. There’s also a tiled shower, shiplap 
walls and a large walk-in closet, which, unlike 
most new builds, is actually entered via the en 
suite rather than the bedroom.

Each child’s room also features unique 
decorative touches created by Kathy. For 
Islay, there’s a colourful painted flower on 
the wall behind her bed and a nearby artist’s 
corner while Alex has big red apple letters 
spelling his name behind his bed. There’s a full 
washroom separating their spaces.

The bathrooms, kitchen and mudroom all 
have striking concrete countertops and sinks 
created by Nucrete Studios that provide a 
fresh, clean look. Continued on page 82
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Lori found the old claw-foot tub and 
had it restored at an auto body shop.
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www.elmvalehomehardware.com
 

705-322-2800 

121 County Road 27, Elmvale, ON L0L 1P0

Our contractor sales department is always here to help anyone. From the 
do-it-yourselfer to the experienced contractor, our experienced sales staff 

will help take away the pressure of tackling your projects.

Need plans?  We have a plan drawer on staff.

Got plans?  Bring them in for a FREE estimate.

Planning a project?  Come see our sales team today.

No job too big or too small! Delivery available to Simcoe County and beyond.
Professional knowledgeable advice is only a phone call away.

www.nestphotography.ca  |  705.716.5952

www.eaglepainting.ca

Celebrating  

10 
YEARS

in the region!

 

2014

Prompt Quoting Services   |   Excellence in Service Delivery

Assistance with color work   |   Check out our Website

705.727.4965 
 info@eaglepainting.ca

• Residential
• Commercial 
• Institutional

Proudly Canadian!

Granite is a luxury you CAN afford! 

756 Huronia Rd, Unit 1, Barrie - South of Mapleview
705.481.1236  |  www.discountgraniteplus.ca 
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Majestic North Floors Inc. provided the wide-plank flooring 
found throughout much of the home with other areas tiled by Huronia 
Ceramic Tile, which also completed the kitchen’s unique brick-
inspired backsplash. 

Others involved in the project include: MV Plumbing, Miken 
Electric Ltd., Scott’s R&S Heating Systems Inc., Cyrille Gignac 
and Aylwin Insulation.

Construction materials were supplied by the Elmvale Home 
Building Centre. 

The huge basement has a guest bedroom, fitness room, a cold storage 
area, a large play/family area and even a rough-in for a future bathroom.

The open spaces found throughout the home and outside also give 
plenty of room to roam for the family’s four-legged members, an Aussie 
Doodle named Finnegan and Jigger the cat.

And while the experience would likely be a relationship challenge 
for most, Kathy and Lori say they thoroughly enjoyed the process.

“Our saving grace was likely that we enjoy the same style,” Kathy 
says. It was, says Lori, a very demanding, but rewarding project.  OH 

Kathy helped the kids decorate their rooms. Alex sits on his bed  
wearing headphones. Islay works on her art at an easel in her 
brightly painted room. TOP: The exterior of the home has a 
wonderful combination of stone, board and batten and cedar 
shakes. There’s also a detached garage that matches the main home.

705.503.2500
122 Saunders Road, Unit 10, Barrie ON

Your Dream Space in the Comfort of Ours
Visit Our Studio

DESIGN

www.infinitedesigninteriors.com

InspiredArtby Gallery

Christmas OPEN HOUSE 
Sat Nov 21  10 am - 4 pm

Originals & Fine Art Reproductions
Photography on Canvas & Stone Sculptures

Unique Gifts by Canadian Craftsmen
Expert Framing by Valerie Mills

Special Pricing One Day Only!

15 Cedar Pointe Dr, Unit 24, Barrie
705.722.6001

Door
Prizes!

Lampe Berger Specials
Taste Testing of Gourmet Delights

Celestial Lighted Glass Paperweights
(as directed by the NASA Space Centre)

Cashmink Infinity Scarves
Crackling Woodwick Candles

Birch Christmas Decor & Ornaments
Artisan Jewellery & Earthly Treasures

Free Gift 
with 

Purchase!
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