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Traditions

Kim and David Smith’s latest home has an open floor plan, which is 
a departure from other homes they’ve built.The couple are totally 
hands-on when they build, doing a lot of the work themselves. Kim 
always adds new furnishings to each home. In the living room, she 
picked a sofa from Georgian Bay Living and an incredible armoire to 
hide the television. RIGHT: Kim and her Mom Lois Janes stand on the 
front porch, decorated by Ego’s Garden Centre. Kim inherited her 
Mom’s love of all things Christmas.   

Kim and David Smith recently moved 
into their dream home – for the 12th 
time. “We build every house as if we’re 
going to stay there forever,” David 
smiles, acknowledging the paradox. 

“This house was quite by accident.” Nestled in a tranquil Horseshoe 
Valley neighbourhood, not far from their last home, this stone and 
beam bungalow takes advantage of a natural grade to overlook a 
neighbouring golf green and water hazard, which doubles as a duck 
pond during migration. 

The basement walkout below, which allows IT consultant David 
outdoor access from his office, is a practical plus.

“It’s all about the property,” he adds. “We had admired this lot and 
this quiet street, but it had already been sold.”

After talking with Julie Boville of Horseshoe Ridge Homes, 
the lot became available and the couple was on the move. 

Learning from each build, the Smiths keep what works and discard 
the rest. This time, they removed the formal living and dining rooms to 
focus on the great room, a preferred gathering space.

“It’s an evolution,” says Kim, whose most recent plans were put to 
paper by Cornerstone Residential Design Inc. Continued on page 30
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Topped by 15-foot vaulted ceilings with 
exposed beams and light fixtures by Glass 
Lighting Gallery, the great room gets a 
warm-weather extension when french doors 
open to a wrap-around balcony. The eclectic 
furnishings feature recent additions from 
Georgian Bay Living, alongside favoured 
items gathered over years and travels.

Shopping locally for fixtures and décor also 
took Kim to Dwellings Rustic & Refined 
Living for additional lighting, Inhabit 
Interiors & Design, Wyley Gray & Co., 
and Saturday Afternoons.

Key to bringing the design to life was Kim’s 
brother and repeat contractor Duane Janes of 
D. Janes Construction & Masonry. While 
relying on Patene Building Supplies for all 
stone and brick, Janes also managed all stone 
work and built both fireplaces, with Clearview 
Heating & Air Condition Supply Inc. 
installing the Napoleon Home Comfort gas 
inserts. All building materials are from Beach 
Builders Supplies Home Hardware. 

Kim and David were able to walk through 
their oversized front doors (DeCola 
Windows & Doors Inc.) in May, just 10 
months after the first shovel hit the ground. 
Ego’s Garden Centre Ltd. completed 
the landscaping.

Duane wasn’t the only family member to 
push up sleeves. After David spent an intense 
four months finishing the trim (supplied by 
Barrie Trim and Mouldings Inc.), flooring 
(six-inch hand-scraped hickory from Total 

Hardwood Flooring) and tilework (all 
from Desert Tile); Kim and their daughter 
Paula got to work with Benjamin Moore 
paint from Irvine Carpet One Floor & 
Home, and a primary palette that included 
OC-578 Hemp Seed, OC-8 Elephant Tusk and 
OC-48 Hazy Skies.

Kim’s mother Lois Janes also got into the 
action, making every curtain and cushion. 
She also created the memories that fuel this 
family’s holiday spirit.

“Mom always made Christmas very 
exciting,” recalls Kim. “It’s a fun time 
– a happy time.”

LEFT AND BELOW: In the kitchen, the Smiths 
opted for granite-topped perimeter cabinets in a 
slightly off-white hue, with a granite-topped island 
with dark cabinets and lots of additional storage. 
David, who loves to cooks, says that when they 
entertain, everyone always ends up in the kitchen.
OPPOSITE TOP RIGHT: Volunteer members of the 
May Court Club of Barrie stopped by the Smiths’ 
home in advance of the Homes for the Holidays 
Christmas Home Tour. Sitting: Nancy Graham and 
Sandy Mitchell. Standing: Sharon Fitzsimmins and 
event convenor Susan Turner. The Smiths’ home is 
on this year’s tour. 

Continued on page 33

The light-filled dining room sits 
next to the kitchen with a view 
to the backyard. 
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The master suite is 
simply beautiful and 
comfortable. Kim 
painted the lamps red 
to match new bedding.
The en suite is classic 
and timeless, with a 
freestanding vessel tub, 
a separate subway-tiled 
glass shower and a 
vanity with two sinks, 
sparkling mirrors and 
ample storage. The 
walk-in closet is at the 
back. It’s a room
Kim particularly loves.

Since her parents moved into a condo, 
Kim and David host the festivities but retain 
their traditions.

“We always celebrated,” says David of his 
own childhood. 

At turkey time, David and Lois can be 
found sharing the kitchen and Aurivia granite 
countertops. This year, there is plenty of space 
and storage thanks to Bathworks plumbing 
fixtures and kitchen designer Joe Renaud, who 
handled the floor-to-ceiling cabinetry.

But the season kicks off with Lois, 
Kim and her sisters getting together for 
the annual Homes for the Holidays 
Christmas Home Tour. 

 “It’s tradition to get together and have a 
girls’ weekend,” says Kim, who collects design 
ideas as she goes along. “I have a traditional 
aesthetic. I admire many, many styles, but I’m 
more comfortable with a cosier environment.”

The 24th annual event, running the 
weekend of Nov. 21 and 22 this year, includes 
five area homes dressed up by local designers 
and florists. A $30 ticket, available at the 54B 
Maple Ave. May Court Shop, includes a tea 
break at the Lion’s Gate Banquet Hall. That’s 
also the site of the “Unique Boutique,” which 
offers hand-crafted wares club members have 
spent the year creating. Continued on page 34
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“We usually have a line-up on the Saturday 
morning,” said event convenor Susan Turner, 
a five-year club member. “All proceeds go 
back into our community – in scholarships 
and to a variety of causes. We give away about 
$100,000 every year.”

This year, as it happens, all five houses 
on the tour will be brand new bungalows, 
including the Smiths’ new home.

“We admire the work they do and are 
happy to be part of the tour,” Kim explains.

With five grandchildren, who sleep over 
often, the traditions continue year-round.

Continued on page 38

LEFT AND FAR LEFT: 
There are always 
beautifully decorated 
rooms for guests at the 
Smiths’ home, both 
upstairs and down. 
BELOW LEFT: The 
grandkids have their 
own special room on the 
lower level, which opens 
with barn board doors.
BELOW: Kim and Dave 
both have offices on 
the lower level. Kim’s 
is smartly located 
in the huge closet 
of a guest room. 
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 A VERY KIM  
CHRISTMAS
Kim’s Top 5 Fondest 
Holiday Memories: 

1.  The Shopping – Searching for just the 
right gift for everyone on my list.

2.  The Food, Food And More Food – 
My mom’s caramel corn, my sister’s 
Christmas pudding with rum/butter 
sauce, our daughter’s chocolates…

3.  The Kids – Our youngest family 
members snuggled in their new 
Christmas PJs, with bright eyes shining  
in anticipation.

4.  The Grand Finale – Singing The 12 Days 
of Christmas – no one is exempt! With 
such a large family, we now form groups 
for each day.

5.  The Ambience – Just enough snow for a 
merry mood, but not too much.

BELOW: Kim calls it the 
laundry and mudroom, but 
it’s fabulous, functional and 
lovely. David laid all the 
tile throughout the home, 
including the Brazilian slate 
here, in a difficult herringbone 
pattern. RIGHT AND 
BOTTOM RIGHT: Because 
Kim loves Christmas, she 
happily offered to put her new 
home on the May Court Club 
Homes For the Holidays home 
tour this year. 

397 Russell Street, Midland, ON L4R 3A7
Phone: 705.526.1083 • Fax: 705.526.7909

sales@wyeriverflooring.ca • www.wyeriverflooring.ca

Specializing in: Hardwood, Laminate, Carpet, 
Vinyl & Cork Flooring, Ceramic, Porcelain, 

Natural Stone & Glass Tile

Specializing in: Hardwood, Laminate, Carpet, 
Vinyl & Cork Flooring, Ceramic, Porcelain, 

Natural Stone & Glass Tile

705.722.7396
120 Welham Road Barrie, ON

We carry only the best products in masonry, gypsum, 
roofing and landscaping to help ensure that you build a 

quality end product for your customers or yourself.

www.patene.com

Is Your Furnace Winter Ready?
Don’t Get Left in the Cold!

Furnaces
Fireplaces
Boilers

Air conditioners

Gas lines
Duct work
Custom homes

 

Palm-Air
 HEATING & COOLING

Call Us Now! 905.830.7467

WOOD FLOORS Inc.

705.725.0082
email: dufferinsimcoe@rogers.com

SANDING • INSTALLATIONS • STAINING

Dufferin-SimcoeDufferin-Simcoe
WOOD FLOORS Inc.
SANDING • INSTALLATIONS • STAINING

705.725.0082
email: dufferinsimcoe@rogers.com

Over 1,000,000 ft.² of Experience!Over 1,000,000 ft.² of Experience!

Servicing from Muskoka to GTA

www.roadreadiepaving.com
8890 County Rd., 56, Utopia, ON

705-719-0074

36  |  ourhomes   H O L I D A Y / W I N T E R  2 0 1 5 / 1 6

feature



LOCAL SOURCE GUIDE 
Barrie Trim and Mouldings Inc. • Bathworks • Beach Builders 

Supplies Home Hardware • Clearview Heating & Air Condition 

Supply Inc. • Cornerstones Residential Design Inc. • DeCola 

Windows & Doors Inc. • D. Janes Construction & Masonry  

• Desert Tile • Dwellings Rustic & Refined Living • Ego’s Garden 

Centre Ltd. • Forever Green Lawn Sprinklers • Georgian Bay 

Living • Glass Lighting Gallery • Horseshoe Ridge Homes  

• Huestis Electric • Inhabit Interiors & Design • Irvine Carpet 

One Floor & Home • Napoleon Home Comfort • Onsite Septic 

Solutions • Patene Building Supplies • Road Readie Paving  

• Saturday Afternoons • Streets Flower Shop • Total Hardwood 

Flooring • Wyley Gray & Co.

“We’ve lived in five houses in the last eight years,” she adds. “So we 
like to make a room that’s familiar to them.”

According to David, the next house to feature the kids’ bunk beds 
and craft paper may be located along Georgian Bay’s waterfront.

Indeed, it’s what remains the same, regardless of how or where their 
bricks are assembled, that provides the foundation for this couple.

“After more than 40 years, David’s always ready to embark on our 
next adventure together,” Kim grins.  OH

Every inch of the home is designed and decorated to Kim’s traditional style. She 
has a wall of photos from their travels downstairs. Her laundry room has storage 
for all her household essentials and a second Napoleon gas fireplace downstairs 
helps keeps the space warm and cosy.  

Great Women's Fashion, Accessories, 
Furniture & Décor at Great Prices

110 Saunders Rd., Unit 13/14 Barrie

705.728.9300
www.chicaboominc.com

DESIGN • RENOVATION • CABINETRY • FURNISHINGS

35 Cedar Pointe Dr, Unit 33, Barrie, ON     
705.726.9861  |  www.designersplus.ca   

Discover Our Showroom 
Hours: Mon-Fri 9:30am-4:30pm Sat by appt.

Kim Smith • 705.791.8990 
kim.smith@ourhomes.ca

Glenda Wiedeman • 705.446.4997 
glenda.wiedeman@ourhomes.ca

ADVERTISING INQUIRIES & SALES, PLEASE CONTACT:

Advertise in our Spring
Issue & get noticed!

Give YOUR BUSINESS the benefit of premium  
exposure to our extensive targeted readership!

Culture Stone Specialists • Install & Supply
D. JANES CONSTRUCTION

705.443.1737
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