
JIt took about two years of clearing and 
engineering to adapt the land for home 
building. “We tried to retain a lot of the 
original, natural landscape,” says Joe. Today, 
their family retreat provides an enticing 
escape for their growing family.

“We had another place over at Joyland 
Beach,” Maria says. “It was about 2,000 square 
feet, and it also had five bedrooms but it was 
tall and not spread out.” The couple, who own 
Pro-Tek Electric Inc. in Richmond Hill, have 
three grown sons and even five bedrooms were 
a squeeze when extra guests wanted to visit. 
This new residence totals about 4,200 square 
feet – with eight bedrooms. “We believe it’s 
important to spend quality time with your 
parents and children and this allows us to be 
together more often,” Maria explains.

The couple served as their own contractor. 
Orillia Home Hardware Building Centre 
supplied much of the lumber and building 
materials and Joe says his focus was on using 
as many local suppliers as possible.

Their lakefront has a fire pit, popular with 
visiting teens, a small tiki hut built by Joe’s 
brother-in-law and a spacious accessories 
building that holds boats, kayaks and other 
water toys. The lot’s remaining trees house 
many birds, and birdsong and lapping waves 
are just some of the soothing summer sounds 
that accompany the backyard pool’s waterfall 
feature. The front yard contains a bocce 
court, which Maria laughingly notes has its 
own “Zamboni,” a large scraper designed 
to level the gravel on the court, a truly 
Italian-Canadian touch.

Joe and Maria Scali bought a scrub-filled, lakefront 
lot on the outskirts of Orillia in 2010 and immediately 
saw what many others couldn’t – they envisioned a 
spacious family retreat with rare lakefront privacy, 
afforded by retaining a screen of trees.

Sweet
Retreat
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The Scali family transitions from 
work in the city to play at their 
lakefront getaway near Orillia.

When the pool just doesn’t cut it, the 
family gathers at the lake to enjoy a drink 
at the tiki bar or light a fire. 

Continued on page 59
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 “When we came up with the exterior 
design concept we wanted it to be rustic, lots 
of rooflines and timbers as well,” says Joe. “It’s 
not a city home.” Maria adds, “We wanted 
stone and siding.” The exterior Douglas fir 
timbers are recreated inside the home atop the 
dining room ceiling and the two-storey great 
room. Wood is featured prominently in the 
exterior design from the midnight-blue siding 
to the soffits, which need special venting. 
Other natural materials, like limestone from 
Rockleith Quarry Ltd., are fashioned into 
front and backyard steps, porch column caps 
and the interior fireplace hearth. The front 
porch is covered in Rivenstone from Unilock. 

Windmill Garden Centre & Landscaping 
completed all of the incredible landscaping, 
installing the beautiful Rivenstone out front, 
all the interlock pavers and constructing the 
lakefront fire pit. 

Although most of the floors are wood, 
part of the main floor is porcelain tile that 
closely mimics timber. “We still wanted that 
wood look but I didn’t want a wood floor in 
my kitchen,” explains Maria. The porcelain 
is water-resistant and durable in the always 
busy kitchen and dining room but maintains 
the rustic look the couple wanted. All 
hardwood flooring installed by Fieldgate 
Custom Carpentry. 

ABOVE: The magnificent front exterior 
of the home is a rustic mix of stone and 
midnight-blue siding. A bocce court 
fills the front lawn. BELOW LEFT: The 
pool has an automatic safety cover. The 
cover rolls over the water at the press 
of a button. BELOW RIGHT: The pizza 
oven in the outdoor kitchen is always 
in use at the Scali home. Maria has an 
amazing recipe for a thin pizza crust. 
OPPOSITE: Relaxing by the pool is easy 
at the Scali getaway. The cabana has a 
bar and holds all the pool toys.

Continued on page 60
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A three-season sunroom 
off the dining room opens to a 
fully functional patio kitchen by 
Outdoor Custom Kitchens 
and includes a pizza oven, 
which cooked a record 33 pizzas 
during their son’s 30th birthday 
celebration. The oven’s exterior 
was given a mosaic look by 
Maria and Joe with leftover 
marble tile from their master 
bedroom en suite.

The roomy yet cosy interior 
kitchen boasts a large all-gas 
Thermador stove from Appliance 
Canada and a walk-in pantry, 
which houses staples, extra 
countertop appliances and a 
freezer. The expansive granite 
island anchors the room and 
provides ample space for rolling 
out pizza dough, enjoying hors 
d’oeuvres and wine or sharing 
breakfast with guests. “This is 
the heartbeat of the house, right 
here,” says Joe.

The lower level has several 
bedrooms, a large games room 
that includes a dart board along 
with ping pong, pool and foosball 
tables, plus a full bathroom 
that guests can access from 
the backyard pool area for a 
shower after a swim.

BELOW: Joe and Maria are always entertaining 
and the sun porch is a destination because of its 
close proximity to the outdoor kitchen, deck, 
pool and lakefront. OPPOSITE: The traditional 
dining room is just off the kitchen. Venetian 
plaster on the walls and ceiling gives the room 
an old-world ambience. The custom chandelier 
is from Northern Iron.

Maria has a no-fuss but colourful eye 
for decorating. These dishes can be 
moved outside without worry of glass 
breaking around the pool.

Continued on page 63
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A washer and dryer in the main-floor mudroom conveniently helps 
deal with the towels the pool generates and an extra fridge is useful 
for the couple’s frequent entertaining. The main floor has several guest 
bedrooms, including one with a Murphy bed that doubles as Maria’s 
home office. And it was important to the couple that their elderly 
parents didn’t have stairs to navigate. Maria’s parents and Joe’s mother 
have their own main-floor bedrooms when they visit.

All the trim and doors were manufactured by Steve Nimz of 
Nimz Woodworking, who also created a custom vanity for the 
main-floor powder room based on the couple’s design, along with 
a matching mirror and coffee table top for the great room. The iron 
base for the coffee table, along with three iron chandeliers and 
unique fireplace tools were custom made by Northern Iron – the 
chandelier designs were also based on the couple’s specifications. 
The chandeliers are majestic and unique, creating a focal point in 
the entrance and the living room. The wood-burning great room 
fireplace is by Napoleon Home Comfort; the stack of wood 
tucked into a niche comes from trees cleared from the land.

Continued on page 64

The kitchen is the busiest room in the house. But it is large enough for the 
whole family to pitch in with meal prep. A stunning piece of granite tops 
the huge island. OPPOSITE, BOTTOM LEFT: The large all-gas Thermador 
stove is surrounded by custom, vanilla cabinetry that includes a lovely range 
hood. RIGHT: The kitchen opens into the living room where a wood-burning 
Napoleon fireplace warms the home. TOP LEFT: Another custom chandelier 
from Northern Iron is the focal point.
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The upstairs has four bedroom suites; one 
master, with another Napoleon gas fireplace, 
and three for the couple’s grown sons. The 
family will expand soon with Maria and Joe 
expecting their first grandchild in November. 
The two rear bedrooms have balconies for 
enjoying the lake view. Another laundry room 
on the upper floor features thermal-wrap, 
bamboo-look cabinets. Janet Torella of 
Creative Brushworks painted the entire 
house in warm hues, even adding a lovely 
Venetian plaster finish in the dining room. 

Joe says they walked a fine line between 
choosing something for the home that was 
modern and functional and picking things 
rustic, traditional and suitable for a country 
home. They succeeded admirably, creating 
a comfortable yet thoroughly modern home 
that complements its woodsy lake setting. 
They love living near Orillia, with its vibrant 
waterfront along Lake Couchiching, Mariposa 
Festival and Saturday morning farmers’ 
market. Maria says, “There is such serenity 
here, close but yet so far from the hustle and 
bustle of a big city.” That serenity, along with 
the wildlife, sunsets and calming chirp of 
crickets are reminders every day that they 
truly succeeded in designing the family retreat 
of their dreams.  OH

TOP: The master suite upstairs has a balcony 
overlooking the pool and the lake. The view from 
here is priceless. ABOVE: The en suite has a vessel 
tub and a large glass shower. Custom cabinets hold 
all the essentials.

Canadian Manufacturer of Artisan Lighting, 
Furniture and Metal Art

705.735.4414
740 Huronia Rd. Unit 8, Barrie, ON L4N 6C6
northerniron@bellnet.ca | www.northerniron.ca

1302 North Bay Drive, Kirkfield, ON
(HWY 48,  4KM WEST OF COBOCONK)

www.hmsdock.com | sales@hmsdock.com

Canadian Made since 1987Canadian Made since 1987

888-HMS-DOCK
(888-467-3625)

DOCKS • BOAT LIFTS • ACCESSORIES
DOCK HARDWARE • MARINE RAILWAYS 

64  |  ourhomes   F A L L  2 0 1 6

feature


