
WWhen Tony and Elsie set 
out to build a home for 
their family of four, the 
space they envisioned was 
one that would fit the pace 
of their lives. With two kids, 
Isabella, 12, and Sebastian, 
14, they needed a space 
that would accommodate 
their comings-and-goings, 
cooking, gathering and 
living. They have built a 
home that does just that.

They called on The Gatti Group to 
help bring their vision to life. “It was a 
two-year design,” says Tony. “I did the 
initial designs myself. We really knew 
what we wanted, and that’s why it 
took a while. We were very organized. I 
knew the flooring I wanted, the ceilings 
and the kitchen colours.”

Tony and Elsie worked with 
Celia Alida Rutte of Design for 
Conscious Living to bring their vision 
to life and create a cohesive space.

“They were very easy to work with,” 
says Celia. “Elsie and Tony gave me 
their ideas and they trusted me with 
my suggestions.”

The 2,750 sq. ft. home was built 
from the ground up. The initial hope of 
building a bungalow ended up being 
impossible on their chosen lot, so 
Tony and Elsie opted for a bungaloft. 
The ground floor encompasses a 
master bedroom with en suite, a living 
room, a kitchen and a great room, 
while the upstairs contains the kids’ 
bedrooms and en suites.

“There were three things we had 
to keep in mind when we designed 
this house,” says Tony. First, the 
couple wanted to incorporate their 
existing dining room set, a beautiful, 
dark wood table and chairs and 
matching buffet passed down to Elsie 
through her family. 
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Continued on page 55

A treasured dining set 
was given an update 
with fresh fabric. 
OPPOSITE: A pretty 
entryway sets the tone 
for the rest of the home.
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The set has a classic feel, with its heavy 
structure and elegant curves. “They wanted 
a home that was transitional, but the dining 
set is obviously more traditional,” says Celia. 
In order to fit the set into the space, Celia 
suggested an upholstery change for the chairs 
to a lighter cream fabric. 

“Sometimes clients will get really fixated on 
each individual piece, every paint colour, every 
fabric, every piece of furniture,” says Celia. 
“It becomes very difficult to pull everything 
together. Tony and Elsie let me guide them 
through that process, and they understood 
that at the end, it all has to come together.” 
Celia unified the dining space with the rest of 
the home by incorporating accents that flow 

seamlessly from one room to the next. 
“We worked the dining room into the 

colour scheme of the overall house,” says Celia. 
“The grey I used in the room gives it a bit 
more of a transitional feel. Playing with the 
art on the walls, the drapery, the area rug, and 
toning everything down a bit helped to blend 
the dining room furniture into the overall 
feel of the house.”

The home boasts a neutral palette 
throughout, except in the kids’ rooms, where 
colour makes a bold appearance. Brightly 
painted ceilings – teal for Isabella and dark 
blue for Sebastian – decorative accents and 
custom carpet tiles from Flor complete the fun 
yet functional spaces. Continued on page 57

LEFT: A wood island surround and burnished gold 
lighting adds warmth to the kitchen. BELOW: A 
large buttler’s pantry connects the kitchen to the 
dining room. BOTTOM: Tucked away, the laundry 
room is a sunny place to complete chores.

Windows and a gabled 
ceiling flood the bright 
kitchen with light.

ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 1 7   |  5554  |  ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 1 7

feature



Tony and Elsie’s second must-have in their home’s design was 
creating a place for Elsie’s Portuguese cabbage-leaf pottery, also a family 
heirloom. The pieces are artfully displayed within the glass cabinets 
in the kitchen. 

The custom-built cabinetry in the kitchen and great room feels 
high even in a space with 26-foot ceilings. “We’re all a bit vertically 
challenged in this family,” jokes Tony. A ladder attached to a rail runs 
throughout the kitchen to allow access to the upper cabinetry. Tony 
and Elsie worked with lighting expert Dino Chantziaras from DDM 
Lighting to install efficient lighting throughout the home. In the great 
room, where changing a lightbulb would prove especially difficult, Dino 
suggested high-efficiency bulbs. Though more expensive up front, these 
will likely never need to be replaced.

The kitchen also features an island with a hardwood and 
Caesarstone finish. “We eat at the counter,” says Tony. “If there are more 
people, we go to the dining room. We’re very relaxed. It’s a custom 
home. It’s our pride and joy, but we don’t baby it. We use it. That 
was the intent.”

Grey kitchen tiles break up the engineered hardwood of the rest of 
the house and hanging pendants above the islend from Watts Current 
complete the space.

The kitchen opens to the great room where a soaring fireplace with 
an intricate, stacked walnut surround takes centre stage. Custom 
sofas in luxe Silva fabric soften the space. Built-in shelves in a fresh 
white are the perfect backdrop to display a treasured, glazed roof 
tile from Portugal. Continued on page 60

The stacked walnut fireplace surround 
and crisp, white built-in cabinetry is a 
focal point in the family room. RIGHT: 
The kitchen and family room open to the 
above loft.
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LEFT: The master en 
suite exudes relaxed 
simplicity. RIGHT: 
The wood tones in 
the rest of the home 
repeat in the vanity. 
BELOW LEFT: Pretty 
purple adds colour 
to the tranquil tones 
in the master retreat. 
BELOW: Wallpaper 
and floral fabric 
adds texture.
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“The dining room furniture, my 
wife’s cabbage pottery and the roof tile,” 
lists Tony. “Those three things were the 
inspiration. When Celia saw this tile, she 
said, ‘That’s what we’re going to design the 
house around.’ ”

“I don’t even remember how it happened,” 
says Celia. “They showed me a whole bunch 
of pieces they had collected through their 
travels, and this roof tile came up, and there 
was a colour palette in there. I started to 
work with the colours in the tile, and it ended 
up working out.”

Three of the biggest inspirations for this 
modern gem are old-world treasures, and 
they create an undeniable harmony between 
new and old, utilitarian and aesthetic in this 
beautiful example of contemporary living.  OH

TOP RIGHT: Bold blue livens up a teen boy’s 
bedroom. BOTTOM RIGHT: Beautiful teal is a lovely 
transitional colour for a growing girl. BELOW: Fun 
artwork completes Sebastian’s bedroom en suite.

Custom soft window treatments part of our Inspired Drapes™ collection from Budget Blinds®- Add 
a touch of sophisticated elegance in classic styles. Complete the look with our stunning drapery 
hardware collection and custom blinds, shades or shutters. FREE In-home Consultation*
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explore styles and
colors with you.
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measuring ensures

the perfect fit.

Best warranty
in the industry.

Professional
installation means
you don’t have to
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