
TTerri and Ken Clark have always embraced 
bold moves that bring their dreams within 
reach. For Ken, that meant converting a love 
for football into a long career as a professional 
punter, including a Super Bowl appearance 
with the Los Angeles Rams. For Terri, it meant 
transforming a passion for interior design 
into self-trained expertise and successful 
entrepreneurship. 
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LEFT: Light pours into the foyer of designer Terri Clark’s elegant downtown Barrie home. 
BELOW: The fabulous backyard gardens flourish under the watchful eye (and hard work) 
of Terri and husband Ken. OPPOSITE, TOP: Timbers frame the stone entrance. BOTTOM: 
The double lot has a pond, outdoor kitchen, potting shed, pergola and screened-in 
gazebo. Terri stands on the covered porch where she entertains often. 

DESIGNER’S Delight 

Continued on page 33
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Seventeen years later, he’s enjoying a 
second career as a financial advisor with 
Desjardins, and she runs a design firm with 
three consecutive Best of Houzz awards for 
client satisfaction.

“Terri is simply amazing – a visionary who 
always sees potential where no one else does!” 
reads one of many reviews by former clients 
who rate Terri Clark Interiors the maximum 
five stars. “Her ideas are original and unique 
but never unrealistic.”

When the couple of 30 years turned their 
attention to their own dream home, they chose 
an established hillside neighbourhood with 
a double-sized property overlooking Barrie’s 
city centre. Where a leaky, old cottage stood, 
Terri and Ken pictured a welcoming retreat 
where friends and family would gather often.

Characteristically, the action-oriented duo 
went all in to make magic happen.

Together, they met with custom 
home builder Alliance Homes at the 
planning stage to ensure all opportunities 
were maximized.

“I prefer to talk to couples – they need 
to enjoy the process together,” Terri says of 
her professional approach to a fresh project. 
“The drawing stage is a wonderful time to 
troubleshoot the flow of your new home.”

Whether she’s working on a small 
update or a new build, she works closely 
with homeowners to introduce them to the 
possibilities that best fit their lives going 
forward. That could mean wall placement 
options, fixtures and finishes and/or final 
furnishings, depending upon the project.

TOP LEFT: A peek 
inside the serene lower 
level powder room. 
ABOVE & BELOW: The 
cabinetry was built by 
Designer’s Plus Kitchen 
& Bath years ago. It was 
moved from the Clarks’ 
previous home and then 
additional storage was 
added to match the 
timeless shaker-style 
cabinetry.

Terri was ahead of the current 
trend when she designed and 
selected grey for her multi-use 
kitchen island.

Continued on page 34
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“My whole job when I’m hired by someone is to guide them through 
the process. It’s a very emotional trip for anyone going through change – 
period,” she acknowledges. “You have one chance to get it right.”

She was careful to take her own advice when approaching her own 
project. She and Ken were looking for clean lines and a contemporary 
feel that would combine working, living and entertaining functions.

Refreshing the 1979 backsplit addition to include office space 
for Ken and a showcase of mementos from his sporting days, they 

also replaced the cottage with an expansive bungalow topped with 
a false front dormer to provide height, and finished with stonework 
and wooden columns to fit naturally amid their extensive and 
beloved gardens.

Below, the new basement with nine-foot ceilings plays home 
to Terri’s office, a gym and a guest suite, complete with a fully 
stocked kitchen. The welcoming brightness of each room defies the 
subterranean location.

“I’d put money into lighting before anything,” she confides. “That’s 
what brings the bling.”

The incorporation of storied treasures brings the heart: a totem pole 
discovered at Kempenfest, a dining room hutch repurposed as a powder 
room vanity, a painted reminder of a fondly remembered pet. Even 
the state-of-the-art laundry room fitted with high-end appliances is 
tempered by family photos bursting with the laughter of children.

“I wanted a character home that was warm and inviting,” she 

reflects, glancing across the 17-foot kitchen island designed for 
conversation, and through french doors to a casual dining space on 
the covered back deck beyond. “I love that we live in every inch of this 
house. The outside is an extension of the inside.”

As if demonstrating her words, 13-year-old Harnas, their Polish 
Tatra Sheepdog (who was actually born in Poland) quietly pads 
between the spaces, white fur complementing the travertine tiles 
underfoot before transitioning to the porch and koi pond beyond.

The living room is 
Terri’s latest project. A 
large and lovely neutral 
shag rug covers curly 
maple floors. Windows 
were removed and 
ingenious storage 
cabinets installed 
on either side of the 
fireplace. Indigo and 
beige furnishings 
and accessories with 
curated texture and 
natural elements create 
a timeless elegance 
that’s comfortable and 
not too fussy.

Continued on page 37

The feature wall 
has custom built-ins 
surrounded by  
cultured stone.
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There are as many rooms outdoors as there are in. In addition to the 
porch, fresh air living offers a choice of pergola, patio and gazebo, all 
well served and adorned by a nearby outdoor kitchen with barbecue 
and potting shed.

Steps away – and flooded in natural light – is the formal dining 
room, offering a more elegant experience. Ken proudly points out 
Terri’s skill in floral arrangement as showcased in the living centrepiece 
atop the massive rectangular Restoration Hardware wooden table. 
Above, an oversize globe chandelier falls from the 14-foot peak of 
the vaulted ceiling and shines on a wall of custom cabinetry by 
Bateman Furniture.

“Scale is an important consideration. The baseboards, for example, 
have to be the right height for the room,” she explains, pointing to the 
millwork of Kevin Derry.

TOP: The custom buffet and hutch holds an 
incredible collection of everything a seasoned 
hostess needs to impress a crowd. Terri has 
table linens in every colour and napkin rings 
to match. She is one organized designer. FAR 
LEFT: Terri installed the tile in the beautifully 
renovated bathroom upstairs. LEFT & ABOVE: 
The guest room awaits.

Terri’s extensive col lection 
of napkin rings f il ls two 
drawers in the buffet.

The dining room shines 
with tall windows, a 
fabulous, rustic harvest 
table, linen upholstered 
chairs and a large 
spherical chandelier. Terri 
has a gift for designing 
table arrangements. This 
centrepiece runs the 
length of the table and is 
comprised of thistle, pink 
roses and kale.

Continued on page 38
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Across the wide entrance hall, the 
living room is a study in texture. The 
cultured stone feature wall with custom 
twin built-ins by Absolute Cabinet is 
topped with a Buchanan Carpentry 
tongue-in-groove ceiling emboldened 
with beams and peppered with pot lights. 
Plush furniture, a wall of windows and 
a neutral palette (enhanced by Benjamin 
Moore Cloud White paint from Irvine 
Carpet One Floor & Home) provide 
an airy, yet cosy, environment for friends 
to come together.

“When we have people over, it’s 

fun to watch them looking around and 
considering the options – ‘we can sit here 
or there,’ ” Ken recalls with a smile. “Or 
just wandering around with a drink. It’s 
exciting when you see that.”

The Clarks have clearly enjoyed the 
ongoing process of building their personal 
oasis – and sharing it all with loved ones 
and filling it with memories.

Terri and Ken are ready to move to a 
rural property where Terri can create a 
modern farmhouse. This home is for sale by 
Elizabeth Schiller – sales representative at 
Sutton Group Incentive Realty.    OH

Ken played in Super Bowl XIV 
for the Los Angeles Rams. 

RIGHT:  Memorabilia from Ken’s professional 
football career have a place of honour on the 
shelves in the “man cave” downstairs. BELOW: 
The master bedroom is filled with favourite art 
and photos of good times. BOTTOM: Three 
floors are visible from the main floor hallway. 

FULL HOME SOLUTIONS
• Project Management 
• Window Treatments
• Upholstery 
• Furniture
• Custom Trim
• Wall Paper 
• Accessories

www.terriclarkinteriors.com  
e: terri@terriclarkinteriors.com  
p: 705.722.7664 | c: 705.794.6189 

Follow 
me on:

RECOMMENDED

Timeless Design & Modern Style

EXCLUSIVE DEALER OF DXV AMERICAN STANDARD PRODUCTS         AJAX  •   BARRIE   •   BELLEVILLE   •   K INGSTON  •   ST.  CATHARINES

516 BRYNE DRIVE ,  BARRIE    •    705 722 4125
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