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roasts, pool parties, collective fireworks, yard 
sales, holiday parties. Our kids play on sports 
teams together, the moms get together for 
baby showers, birthdays, just to go for walks, 
watch a favourite show or for a girls’ cottage 
weekend. We love our neighbourhood even 
more than we could ever love a home.”

“This was a farmer’s field when I was a 
kid,” Greg says, looking out their back door. 
Thanks to their location at the apex of a hill, 
the views are sweeping, with even the CN 
Tower visible on a clear day. “The location is 
great, with the 401, 407 and the train station 
– we like that it’s got all the same features of 
a big city without the big population.” The 
couple, both pilots, met at the local airport, 
another attraction of their chosen location.

The home has an open layout that means 
several other rooms are visible from wherever 
one happens to be, making it a challenge to 
pick paint colours without falling back on 
a neutral. Jessica credits the knowledgeable 
staff at Central Paint & Wallpaper for 
their great advice, which included the yellow 
in the kitchen that works so well with the 
orange on the walls of the adjacent family 
room. “We wanted continuity and Greg really 
wanted orange. It’s not like I said, ‘Hey, I love 
mustard!’” Jessica says. “Margaret has a great 
eye for colour, and always takes the time to 
offer advice, suggest the right tools and help 
solve any problems.”

Jessica and Greg LeBlanc were expecting 
their second child in 2008 when they decided 
to move up from their 1,600 sq. ft. south 
Oshawa townhouse.

They moved up not just in square footage – to 5,000 sq. ft. including the basement – 
but uptown too, into what Oshawa native Greg affectionately calls “Poshawa.”

“We liked the main floor office, the playroom for the kids, the double-car garage 
and that the master bedroom was big enough to accommodate two queen beds,” 
Jessica says. “And although we didn’t know it at the time, the neighbourhood 
turned out to be amazing. We have movie nights in each other’s driveways, pig 
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Jessica LeBlanc

The LeBlancs dealt with off-centre wiring by choosing a multiple-
pendant fixture for their eat-in kitchen. OPPOSITE: A master 
gardener in training, Jessica takes inspiration from her travels.  
“The flowers I choose for the garden are a trip down memory 
lane,” Jessica says. “Tulips and allium for the Netherlands, hibiscus 
and banana plants for the Caribbean, Lily of the Nile for South 
Africa, and every time I walk by the Crown of Thorns, I’m reminded 
of the massive ones in Sao Paolo.”
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They also finished the large basement, 
which now includes a gym, music room, family 
room and games room, complete with poker 
table, drum set, numerous guitars and a pink 
ukulele so seven-year-old Katie can play along.

Plants are as abundant inside as the 
stunning flowers that adorn the front and 
backyards, testament to Jessica’s dab hand at 
gardening. “It’s really a labour of love,” says the 
master gardener in training. The small backyard 
is immaculate, and they installed an awning 
to offer some shade to the west-facing space. 
“It’s an extension of our living space and Greg 
and I have our coffee and breakfast out there 
as often as possible.” Jessica says she turns to 
Witzke’s Greenhouses Ltd. for planters, 
and Vandermeer Nursery Ltd. for shrubs, 
roses, perennials and bulbs.

The home was a Great Gulf builder’s 
model with all the fixtures and finishes 
already in place, and they soon discovered 
a couple of quirks like the eat-in kitchen’s 
off-centre ceiling fixture. “We picked the new 
one (a cluster of contemporary pendants) to 
visually deal with it not really being aligned 
with anything,” she says.

The “bravest” thing they did was 
painstakingly cut and install trim for a chair 
rail and shadow boxes along the lower half 
of the hallways and the open playroom. “It 
was a real challenge thanks to the angles 
and the curved walls,” she notes. They 
replaced all the light fixtures, door knobs, 
toilets and frameless bathroom mirrors (a 
pet peeve of Greg’s). They also upgraded 
to granite countertops in the kitchen and 
replaced the window treatments; a row 
of vertical screens along the formal dining 
room wall helps create the illusion of larger 
windows. “Sometimes little things make a big 
difference,” Jessica says.

Continued on page 24

ABOVE: Jessica and Greg painstakingly cut and 
installed the mouldings along the lower walls. TOP 
LEFT: Strategic screens along the dining room wall 
give the illusion of much larger windows. LEFT: 
The LeBlancs spend most of their time together in 
the kitchen/dining/family room combination at the 
back of the home. Jessica fell in love with the look 
of similar ceiling fans she encountered in a hotel 
lobby in Miami.

TOP: The basement provides a play room for grown-ups and kids 
alike, with a poker table and enough musical instruments to keep 
the whole family entertained. ABOVE: The backyard’s relentless 
summer sun necessitated the installation of a roll-away awning 
and an irrigation system. RIGHT: The LeBlancs made the most of 
one of the smallest lots on the street with a comfortable patio and 
lots of storage in the shed.
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Jessica also loves the front parlour. “It’s bright and airy, and when I 
open the window in the spring, the curtains billow out with a breeze 
carrying a scent of fresh lilacs,” she says. “I also like what happens in 
that room – it’s a room reserved for adults and it’s electronics-free. 
Greg and I retreat there to catch up after a long time apart, or curl up 
for a good read.”

Upstairs, 10-year-old Carter’s bedroom gets a bold, stripey treatment, 
for which Jessica found unlikely inspiration in a beach towel. Katie’s 

room, a perfect little-girl concoction of flowers and hot pinks, will soon 
get a Hawaiian-themed makeover. As for the master bedroom with its 
unconventional two-queen-bed décor, Jessica says it’s a simple necessity 
with Greg, a captain with Air Canada, away so much but that the avid 
travellers love that it’s reminiscent of a hotel room. “It’s really about 
the blankets. He’s a horrible bed-sharer,” she says. “And we each spend 
half the month sleeping alone. For him, that means two different sleep 
patterns for a job for which he must be well-rested.”

TOP LEFT: The 
children’s playroom is 
adorned with multiple 
clocks, each displaying 
a different time zone, 
and maps on both the 
wall and the cushions in 
honour of the family’s 
penchant for travelling. 
TOP RIGHT: Jessica’s 
favourite spot is the 
parlour at the front 
of the house, which 
is kept free of both 
electronics and kids. 
LEFT: Carter’s stripey 
walls were inspired 
by a beach towel. The 
nautical theme (the 
family takes sailing 
lessons together at the 
Port Whitby Marina) is 
carried throughout with 
linens and accessories. 
OPPOSITE: Katie’s 
bedroom is a whimsical, 
pretty-in-pink garden.

Simple decals make a big impression 
in a little girl’s space.

Continued on page 26
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“The kids love it,” Greg says. “They can 
have a sleepover when I’m gone. It has a big 
impact on our quality of life.”

Accessories are largely inspired by their 
dual passions of flying and travelling. The 
playroom wall has five identical clocks, each 
set to a different time zone, and variations on 
the aerial theme can be spotted throughout, 
including among the many framed prints they 
bought at Decorative Art & Framing. 
Many of their accessories were inspired by 
their trips. “We don’t necessarily buy things 
while we’re away, but we’ll get back and 
something will trigger a memory,” Jessica says. 
“We love that the things we decorate with 
remind us of a happy time.”  OH

LEFT: A large master 
bedroom was a 
must-have for the 
homeowners; with 
Greg’s career taking him 
through multiple time 
zones practically daily 
and half his time spent 
away from home, a good 
night’s sleep is a priority. 
BELOW: One of the 
first things they did was 
replace all the frameless 
mirrors in the home’s 
five bathrooms.

These avid travellers 
love that their master 
suite is reminiscent 

of a hotel room.
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