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The property backs onto the public trail 
system and blends the tranquility of country 
scenery with the proximity to amenities 
offered by living in town. When speaking of 
the lot, Courtney says “We’re so fortunate 
and it’s not something we’ll likely find 
again.” She, along with husband Eric and 
their two daughters, Macie, 7,  and Lilah, 
4, can easily hop on the trails for walks 
and bike rides during the summer months, 
winding their way along the meandering 
Saugeen River and throughout town.

The home’s symmetrical façade with 
double gables and welcoming central 
veranda has been finished in a combination 
of stucco and stone (Shouldice Designer 
Stone, KWP Masonry), and is smartly 
punctuated with large, black windows 
from Golden Windows Ltd. This balance of 
traditional and modern elements is a theme 
throughout the home: mixing old and new, 

combining refined finishes such as chrome 
light fixtures (Hanover Home Hardware 
Building Centre, Dingwall Electric) 
with more rustic elements like driftwood. 

Courtney and Eric are no strangers 
to building, renovating and moving as 
this is the couple’s third build together 
(with multiple renovations prior). Eric 
was the general contractor for the build, 
as he operates Eric Hopkins Limited, a 
multi-crew residential trim and framing 
company, while Courtney, who offers 
consultations through her company Stay 
Awhile Decorating & Design, made all 
of the finish selections. Being willing and 
able to put their skills to use on personal 
projects has allowed them to refine their 
preferences along the way, learn what 
they’d do differently and then re-invest 
their knowledge, skills and earnings into 
the next project.

Stay Awhile
STORY TAMARISK MCNALTY STEPHENS
PHOTOGRAPHY SANDY MACKAY

This well-established neighbourhood in Hanover 
is not the place you would expect to discover 
a brand new build. But standing stately and 
sure with timeless tradition, Courtney and Eric 
Hopkins’ two-storey home is settling into the 
surrounding landscape.  

A soft and serene colour 
palette is anchored by the 
medium grey hickory floors 
and Benjamin Moore’s Silver 
Satin OC-26, which flows 
throughout the home.

Courtney and Eric 
Hopkins with their 
daughters Lilah and 
Macie in the family 
living room.

A grand central staircase pulls out the darker tones 
found in the flooring. LEFT: The shape of the arch 
top transom above the front door is repeated in the 
vaulted ceiling of the central covered entrance. 

Continued on page 33
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This house marks a culmination of lessons learned. The 
primary focus this time around was to ensure the space was light 
and bright, and they were mindful to limit design elements that 
would interrupt natural light flooding the space. Courtney and 
Eric worked with friend Neil Watson of Watson Designs to 
perfect the floor plans and design of the 2,500 sq. ft. home.  

Just inside the front door, a soaring, sun-drenched two-storey 
foyer is anchored by a suitably scaled staircase that is over 
four-feet wide (Century Stairs Systems Inc.). A main floor office is 
conveniently located to the right of the entrance, a favourite spot 
for the girls to play when Eric is at his desk. 

The light greys, creams and whites help achieve the bright 
space the couple envisioned, while also being suitable for life with 
kids. Courtney explains that she knew she didn’t want a white 
kitchen as she had previously spent too much time wiping down 
cupboards from fingerprints and the wear of day-to-day living. 
They opted for grey cabinetry (Barzotti Woodworking Ltd.) and 
topped it off with a granite countertop from long-time friend 
Reay Hunter of The Old Barn Polished Stone Creations. 

Simple shaker cabinet fronts, 
functional and beautiful 
corner display units, a slight 
arc feature in the kick plate, 
and panels with trim and 
crown moulding that take the 
cabinetry to the ceiling are 
details that create a classic and 
timeless kitchen.

TOP LEFT: The nature of granite provides a beautiful, one-of-a-kind 
countertop. The subdued hues of this selection fit right in with the colour 
palette. TOP RIGHT: Lilah and Macie enjoy a slice of pie at a pint-size table 
for two. RIGHT: Trim, doors and mudroom bench supplied by North Pole 
Trim & Supplies Ltd. and installed by Eric Hopkins Limited.

Continued on page 35
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After battling with footprints 
and every speck of dust on dark 
engineered flooring in a previous 
build, this time they opted for 
a much more forgiving medium 
grey engineered hickory.  

A linear gas fireplace 
(Wilson Plumbing Services) 
with white, dry-stacked stone 
surround is the focal point of the 
living area, although the window 
grouping with a lovely landscape 
view is also a great feature of the 
space. In the winter months the 
family tends to cocoon in the 
lower-level family room, a perfect 
place to watch TV and stay cosy. 

Courtney says that she wants things “pretty, yet functional” and enjoys 
the process of finding and transforming furnishings with a fresh coat of 
paint. The dining table and chairs have been painted and distressed so 
the wear of everyday living just adds more character and charm.

FAR LEFT: Natural light reflects in the 
mirrors of the vanity to brighten a small 
powder room. LEFT: The tall, coffered 
ceiling is a nice detail in Eric’s office 
while the double doors with frosted 
glass allow the light to filter through to 
continue the open, airy feeling.

Continued on page 36

The living room is outfitted for comfort and 
conversation with a large sofa and a pair of classic 
rolled arm chairs. The mix of materials creates a 
soft, cosy and welcoming ambience.  
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The second level is the more personal zone of the home. At the 
top of the stairs is a double-door entrance to the principal suite – 
complete with an organized closet from Wilson Solutions – and en 
suite with double vanity, corner soaker tub and tile shower (Cuneo 
Interiors Ltd.) with glass enclosure. The two gables at the front 
of the home have been reserved for the girls’ rooms, each featuring 
a vaulted ceiling and large oval top window. A laundry room is 
conveniently located amidst the bedrooms where most of the 
washing is generated. There is also a playfully decorated bathroom 
for the girls and a spare bedroom when guests land for the night. 

TOP LEFT: The 
double vanity in 
the principal en 
suite offers plenty 
of storage. LEFT: 
A harmonious unit: 
the quartz tub deck 
continues into the 
shower as a bench 
while the grey 
subway tile ties the 
bath and shower 
together nicely. TOP 
RIGHT: The king size 
bed is balanced by 
a pair of windows 
placed the perfect 
distance apart. 
RIGHT: When going 
for a monochromatic 
scheme, keep it 
interesting with a 
variety of textures 
and materials.  

Continued on page 40

Decorating & Design

Courtney Hopkins
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THE DOOR STORE  •  560 Glasgow Street
434-3251 • 1-800-363-3251 • northpoletrim.com

Doors &
more...
Make a good first  
impression!
- Interior colonial doors
- Exterior wood doors
- Fire rated doors
- French doors
- Kwikset hardware
- Crown mouldings
- Steel entrance systems
- Full line of wood mouldings
- Weiser hardware
- Wire shelving
- Wood Columns
- Permacast columns
- Stair railing systems
- Society brass

...we don’t do  
    windows.
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TOP LEFT: Neutral materials and finishes allow for fun and colourful 
accents that can be easily changed as the girls grow. TOP RIGHT: 
Courtney was lucky to find the child-size pink vintage kitchen set 
on an online swap shop. LEFT: Mixing old and new: Macie’s bed is a 
vintage family heirloom. ABOVE LEFT: A small space is maximized in 
the laundry room with storage, hanging for delicates, and a surface 
for folding and sorting. ABOVE RIGHT: A quaint vignette in the 
laundry room. 

We will maximize 
both your storage 
& organization!

We create a 3D model 
of your space to help 

visualize the end result!

             

 

www.wilsonsolutions.ca
info@wilsonsolutions.ca

P 519-369-8225 

Contact us for a free estimate

GARAGE 
&

CLOSET 
SOLUTIONS
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SOURCE GUIDE
• Barzotti Woodworking Ltd. • Carnegie Heat & Cool • Built Wright Fencing • Candue 

Homes • Century Stairs Systems Inc. • Chalmers Aluminum Ltd • Clark Pools & Spas 

• Cuneo Interiors Ltd. • D.C Overhead Door • Dennis Lorenz Roofing • Dingwall 

Electric • Eric Hopkins Limited • Hanover Home Hardware • Hopkins Unlimited 

• J&M Precision Painting • JT Excavating Inc. • KWP Masonry • Lahn Home Solutions 

• North Pole Trim & Supplies Ltd. • River’s Edge Garden Centre • Sears • Shouldice 

Designer Stone • Stay Awhile Decorating & Design • Struyk Energy Systems Ltd. • The 

Old Barn Polished Stone Creations • Watson Designs • Wilson Plumbing Services 

• Wilson Solutions

Due to busy schedules in the summer 
months, they decided to create their own 
backyard oasis with an in-ground swimming 
pool (Clark Pools & Spas), privacy fence 
(Built Wright Fencing) and plenty of space 
to entertain. “We keep the pool nice and 
warm, the girls swim for hours and we’ve been 
enjoying the water almost daily,” Courtney says. 

It’s a lovely home on a desirable property – 
a great place to raise their daughters and host 
family and friends (who chuckle at the notion 
of the couple staying in one place for any 
length of time). However, they don’t intend 
to take on another project any time soon. As 
self-professed homebodies, Courtney and Eric 
look forward to enjoying the home they’ve 
created with Macie and Lilah, and this time, 
they might just stay awhile.  OH

ABOVE: A big flat screen, large linear fireplace and built-in shelves create the focal point of the lower 
level living area, ready for cosy fall and winter nights. LEFT: Outside, the greys are combined with accents 
of red and yellow. BOTTOM: Tamarisk and Courtney chat by the pool where there are multiple seating 
and lounge areas. A gas fire pit makes sitting out in the evening enjoyable well into the fall.

POSTECH GREY BRUCE 
grey-bruce@postech-foundations.com
519-924-0050 | postech-foundations.com

• Chain Link
• Wrought Iron
• Vinyl
• Wood Privacy

• Ball Diamonds
• Tennis Courts
• Swimming Pools
• Farm Fence

519.387.5022
builtwrightfencing.ca

Residential  |  Commercial  |  Agriculture

FREE ESTIMATES & PLANNING

30 years fencing experience!

“Changing the look  
of your property.”

Built_Wright_F17_2.indd   1 2017-08-28   10:23 AM
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