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ANDRE GAGNON’S NEWLY RENOVATED HOME IS A
SERENE RETREAT THAT REPRESENTS A HUGE
ACCOMPLISHMENT. DURING THE PAST YEAR AND
A HALF, ANDRE HAS WORKED TIRELESSLY ON
THE BREATHTAKING 1960’S PROPERTY LOCATED 
OFF OF WATERDOWN ROAD. Continued on page 46

AVANT-GARDE

ourhomes   F A L L  2 0 1 8   |  4544  |  ourhomes   F A L L  2 0 1 8

feature



A
Feature_Flatt

Andre devoted his creative energy and physical 
strength to the residence – modifying it while 
respecting its history and natural design.
Nestled on a two-acre wooded lot of a former 
farm property, it came into local prominence 
for its unique architecture, and was even 
featured in a 1965 newspaper article where its 
author marvelled at the use of “wood, stone 
and windows that brings nature inside.”

Fast forward to November 2016, when the 
home, which had been owned by the same 
family for two generations, went up for sale. 
Andre’s brother, Aaron, found the listing 
and without hesitation Andre proceeded 
full speed ahead. “I knew right away that I 
wanted it,” he recalls.”I saw it, then I had a 
sleepless night and woke up early the next 
morning wondering when was too early to 
call my real estate agent and put in an offer. I 
bought it that day.”

Undaunted by the task at hand, he had 
a clear vision for his 2,100 sq. ft. find. As 
the current owner of Gagnon Heating & 
Cooling Inc., he had worked in the trades for 
over 18 years and although he’d never done a 
project of this scale before, he forged ahead, 
personally tackling the design, renovation 
and construction process. “It was untouched 
and everything was in its original form,” 
he explains, “except they had put in a new 
furnace, air conditioning and septic. The 
layout and open concept was crazy cool. And 
the location – you feel like you’re totally up 
north but you’re only 10 minutes from town.”

Andre found 
most of his eye-
catching glassware 
col lection at 
antique shops along 
Ottawa Street.

“Layout-wise the house is fairly the same,” says 
Andre, although they added a 22-foot steel beam 
in order to remove a kitchen post. Replacing pine 
walls and barn board ceilings brightened the 
interior considerably. LEFT: Original stonework 
melds well with the updated styling.

Continued on page 49
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While skilled tradespeople were involved, 
friends and family also pitched in with 
the transformation. He relied on his dad, 
George Gagnon, a plumber by trade with a 
construction background, for direction and 
advice. “He’s the brains behind the operation,” 
Andre says. “I can wing it, but when it comes 
to putting in beams and that sort of stuff, he 
was a huge help. So was my mom, Donna. They 
have an incredible work ethic. I could not have 
done the project without them.”

Andre was aiming for a Californian vibe, 
influenced by his many trips to Palm Springs. 
After gutting the interior and removing 
the barn beams and dark wood panelling, a 
brighter, lighter version of the home emerged. 
While he lives on his own, he wanted the 
place to be, as he says, “not a bachelor pad 
but one that could work as a family home 
sometime down the road.” Interior choices 
for the three-bedroom, three-bathroom place 
include comfortable furniture in neutral, 

“It’s not like I was trying to conform to a 
certain style, I was just doing my style,” 
explains Andre of his design choices. To some 
extent, he opted for natural looking materials 
where possible.

Andre’s parents, Donna 
and George Gagnon, were 
his biggest helpers and 
best advisors.

Continued on page 50

A wine fridge 
is inset behind 
glass in the 
dining area.
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calming colours. While some pieces are new, his interest in mid-
century antiques, including those discovered at the biannual Christie 
Antique & Vintage Show, are thoughtfully placed, adding warmth 
and character. Even the home’s original hand-drawn architectural 
plans from 1964 are framed and displayed as a testament to the former 
owner’s ingenuity. Also hanging prominently is artwork by Hamilton’s 
Paul Elia, showcasing cherished local landmarks and neighbourhoods.

Matte walnut floors from Brampton Hardwood Floors 
(Stoney Creek) were laid throughout by Peter Dragozet of 
General Hardwood Flooring & Trim. Woodworks completed 
the trim-work while Gagnon Heating & Cooling re-did all the duct 
work. The former wooden staircase in the entranceway was replaced 
with an impressive aluminum and walnut open-tread design. Using 
steel stringers with glass on either side it definitely makes a bold 
design statement.

Andre describes himself as “picky” and so it is no surprise the sleek 
kitchen reflects this characteristic. It is clean, organized with modern 
appliances, and even the beautiful quartz island from Stoney Creek 
Stone is precisely installed, by matching and connecting the veins on 
the stunning centerpiece. His attention to detail carried through to the 
bathrooms, where Thanks Glass meticulously supplied the spacious 
walk-in showers’ glass. Four-by-four concrete-like tile slabs serve as 
the backdrop for the vanities in the bathroom, creating a nostalgic, 
industrial look.

Recessed automated blinds from Girgenti Custom Window Treatments 
allow for maximum views from the master bedroom, where much larger 
windows have been installed. RIGHT: The modern master bath has heated 
floors, concealed drains and hidden air vents. BOTTOM RIGHT: The guest 
bedroom is simultaneously retro and earthy. BELOW: Framed original 
architectural plans link the home today with its past.

Continued on page 52
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PowerView™ Motorization

It moves your shades, so you don’t have to.
PowerView® Motorization from Hunter Douglas is a remarkable system that moves 

your shades according to your schedule.* Just program your personalized settings  

with your smart phone or tablet. Plus, it now integrates even more seamlessly with  

other home automation systems for a truly connected home. To see PowerView  

in motion, contact us today.

PowerView Motorization is compatible with these and more:

*The PowerView App and additional equipment required for programmed operation.

©2018 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners.8486569

~BGirgenti Custom Window Treatments~B

10-1521 Upper Ottawa St~B~B

~B905-385-0761~B~B~B~B~B

~Bgirgenti.hunterdouglas.ca~B~B~B

10-1521 Upper Ottawa St, Hamilton  

905.385.0761 

www.girgenti.ca
Burlington: 905.634.8851 

Toll-Free: 1.877.729.2316
*The PowerView App and additional equipment required for programmed operation.
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New windows reveal stunning vistas, 
but for privacy, Girgenti Custom 
Window Treatments installed blinds in 
some rooms. Soft music also enhances the 
home’s West Coast feel through a new home 
speaker system.

There is no hesitation when Andre 
describes his favourite room in the house 
– the master bedroom. “I love waking up to 
those views through the huge windows,” 
he says. “It’s unreal. Seeing deer in the yard 
is pretty cool.” 

The exterior landscape had some minor 
tweaks with grasses and garden beds 
supplied by Legends Landscape Supply 
and Connon Nurseries. Gabion baskets 
used for retaining walls from Complete 
Landscaping & Construction Inc. helped 
reinforce the sloped terrain to create a rustic 
backyard fire pit area. Cedar on the deck was 
supplied by Aitchison Lumber. Andre built 
the exterior handrails and also designed the 
dining room table and living room tables 
himself, before having them built by a friend. 

The hands-on renovation experience 
was gratifying for him and has led to a new 
passion, as he one day hopes to expand his 
business and include development and home 
building. But for now, he’s basking in the fruits 
of his labour. “I can rest easy knowing there’s 
nothing in this house that I didn’t use my full 
creativity on. It was a special house when it 
was built – very cutting edge. I tried to replace 
it with a modern day equivalent.”

Recently, the previous owners were invited 
back for a visit and they were happy with 
the finished product. It was all the validation 
Andre needed. “I was reassured,” he reflects. 
“It’s done. Now it’s time to enjoy it!”  OH

SOURCE GUIDE
• Aitchison Lumber • Benjamin Moore Paints • Bibico Electric • Brampton 

Hardwood Floors • Christie Antique & Vintage Show • Complete Landscaping & 

Construction Inc. • Connon Nurseries • Gagnon Heating & Cooling Inc. • Girgenti 

Custom Window Treatments • Goemans Appliances • Legends Landscape 

Supply • John Murgatroyde • mrail Stairs • Marina Randazzo • Muti Kitchen & 

Bath • Paul Elia • Thanks Glass • Selba Kitchens & Baths • Sonos • Stoney Creek 

Stone • Tosello & Sons Inc. • Watermarks Kitchen & Bath Boutique • Woodworks

The solarium has a heater, so can be used spring through fall, 
making the most of the natural surrounds. BOTTOM RIGHT: So 
many peaceful places for Andre to take a seat and enjoy the fruits 
of his labours. BOTTOM LEFT: Always creative, Andre designed 
custom planters for the fire pit area and rusted them himself.

410 Lewis Road, Unit #15, Stoney Creek, ON L8E 5Y7

905.643.9998 • www.creativevisionsfurniture.ca • creativevisionsfurniture@gmail.com

DESIGN  CREATE  MAINTAIN

289.237.9940   www.shadesofsummer.net
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