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The first thing you often notice when 
walking into the home of voracious 
readers is their vast array of books. Ken 
Boichuk and Karen Finlay, married in 
2017, took their love one step further, 
creating a stunning library with built-in 
cabinetry only steps inside their front 
door. With the walls painted their 
favourite shade, Bracing Blue by Sherwin 
Williams, this is a place to escape with 
a good story. Yet it’s more than that. “The 
library is a symbol,” says Karen. “It’s how 
we envisioned the renovation itself. It’s 
a new chapter for the house, and a new 
chapter in our lives.” Continued on page 26

Homeowners Karen Finlay and Ken Boichuk

Built-in cabinetry, by Distinctive Designs & Cabinetry 
Inc., showcases Ken’s love of books in the inviting 
library off to the right of the entryway.

ABOVE: The neutral shade of Balanced Beige walls in the hallways 
and dining and living rooms allows for colour play throughout the 
home. TOP RIGHT: We have oh so many Canadian authors to enjoy 
and be proud of.
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When Karen and Ken moved in together in 2013, they knew they 
needed space that was no longer his and hers, but theirs, a place to 
share. Each previously married, the couple had known each other 
for many years and were friends before coming together. They hadn’t 
considered renovating a bungalow until they stumbled across this 
2,212 sq. ft. house, nestled in a cosy neighbourhood surrounded by trees 
and the bustle of city amenities. “We weren’t looking for a bungalow,” 
says Karen, “but we could see the potential behind the tired veneer and 
realized one-level-living would be great for the next phase in our lives.” 

Ken is a retired history teacher who devotes his time to the Grimsby 
Library, where his passion for the written word fuels the Grimsby 
Author Series, an event that draws hundreds every year. Karen is the 
Chief of Radiology for Hamilton Health Sciences. Between them, 
they have four children, the youngest just finishing graduate school. 
“We wanted the house to have everything we need on one level,” 
says Ken, “while still offering a place the kids could come home to, 
to feel comfortable.” 

Stone veneer around the fireplace, also gracing the hallway wall to the 
lower level and the wine closet, adds texture and visual interest in the 
thoughtfully laid out living room. Much of their furniture was sourced from 
The Furniture Gallery in St. Catharines. OPPOSITE: Karen and Ken have 
achieved a spacious and open vibe while maintaining individual rooms.

Bottled spirits and 
decanters make a beautiful 
vignette. 

Continued on page 30
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LEFT: Glossy backsplash tiles and silver hardware marry bright, modern styling 
with traditional cabinetry. TOP: A reading nook adjacent to the kitchen makes 
efficient use of space and takes advantage of large windows overlooking the 
glorious gardens outside. ABOVE: A window over the kitchen sink makes 
washing dishes much more appealing.
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With two bedrooms, a stunning bathroom, 
and a living room for relaxing all located on 
the lower level downstairs, family stays in 
comfort. Cork floors provide warmth and 
texture, and there is lots of storage to keep 
family heirlooms for future generations. But 
what really steals the stage is the wine cellar. 
Carved into a wall and clad with decorative 
stone that matches the stairway and living 
room fireplace surround, the cellar is lit from 
within and enclosed by Grimsby Glass 
doors, drawing the eye the minute you step 
foot into the lower level. “The wine cellar is 
one of our favourite features,” says Ken. 

The renovation, done by Andy Jack of 
Jack Design & Construction, took only 
four months. “We trusted Andy throughout 
the entire process,” says Ken. “He listened 
to all our ideas and suggestions and brought 
a wealth of creativity to the project.” The 
homeowners wanted to be involved in the 
entire process. Karen pulled ideas from 
decorating magazines and online forums. She 
collected pictures and created a wish list. 
“Karen was the visionary,” Ken says proudly. 

ABOVE: Karen and 
Ken share a love of 
wine as well as books. 
So much so that they 
married in a winery in 
Jordan. LEFT: Artwork 
by Elena Henderson 
from Creations Gallery in 
Ancaster village adorns 
the guest bedroom 
and inspired the 
vibrant palette.

Continued on page 32
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And what a vision it is. At the core is a 
large open-concept kitchen, living room, and 
seating area; the perfect space for lounging 
and chatting while dinner is being prepared. 
Distinctive Designs & Cabinetry Inc.
designed and built the kitchen cabinets and 
library, using every possible inch for storage, 
and Cambria quartz countertops are both 

RIGHT: Two sinks are 
better than one! The 
master bath has ample 
storage for his and her 
accoutrements and is 
elegantly appointed. 
BELOW: Considered 
calming and welcoming, 
blue is an easy colour 
choice. So Karen and 
Ken also used Bracing 
Blue, found in the library, 
in their master bedroom.

stylish and durable. “We love the kitchen,” 
says Ken. “Everyone gathers around the 
island on holidays.” 

Hardwood and porcelain floors, chosen to 
withstand years of wear, come from Speers 
Flooring, and the kitchen appliances are from 
Nickerson Home Appliances. A fireplace 
from Broom’s Heating, Air Conditioning 

& Fireplaces, surrounded by Canyon Stone 
Canada’s natural stone veneer, creates a 
unique focal point flanking the living room 
and running the vast wall to the lower level. 
Thomas TV was responsible for the sound 
and entertainment system. 

The couple wanted a master bathroom 
retreat, a place to decompress. “I work long 
hours,” says Karen, “and enjoy coming home 
to spa-like comforts.” The mostly white 
(Benjamin Moore Cloud White) and grey 
(Sherwin Williams Worldly Gray) master en 
suite with freestanding soaker tub and glass 
enclosed shower – courtesy of Kitchen & 
Bath Classics – offer the perfect backdrop 
to relax with a good book. “I like to mix 
traditional elements like custom cabinetry 
and wood flooring with modern touches 
such as hardware and lighting,” says Karen. 
Light fixtures were found at Union Lighting. 
The master bedroom’s walk-in closet boasts 
built-in shelving from Perfect Closets to 
keep things tidy, and the laundry room is off 
the garage, organized by Garage Living. 

Not only did Karen and Ken’s story 
experience a recast in this home, the house 
itself got a new chapter. “We wanted as 
little waste as possible,” says Karen. “As our 
builder renovated, we advertised on Kijiji 
and sold almost everything he tore out.” Even 
no-longer-necessary parts of a house can 
get a new start. Continued on page 34
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The couple’s vision extended outside the 
home. “Corner lots are known to have small 
and sometimes awkward shaped yards,” 
says Ken. “But this house has an amazing 
backyard.” Waterdown’s Shades Of 
Summer Landscaping & Maintenance, 
winner of the Canadian 2018 National Award 
of Landscape Excellence for Residential 
Maintenance, created a backyard oasis 
with seating and entertaining areas and 
foliage-screened privacy. Paradise Decks & 
Landscape Design and Water Your World 
Inc. were also involved. 

For a couple who love to read, the library 
was the starting point to the house of their 
dreams, their new dreams. A new beginning. 
Now they sink into a comfy chair, set the 
lighting just right, and melt into the next 
chapter. It’s a love story at its finest.  OH

Karen calls their backyard Brad’s masterpiece. He lifted the canopy and gave them 
twice as much yard space, and what an oasis it is now. Furniture is from InsideOut 
Patio Burlington. BELOW: Brad Paton, of Shades of Summer Landscaping & 
Maintenance, takes pride in creating great beauty with his gardens.
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