
When Rob and Leah 
Spehar purchased their 
newly built 2,600 sq. ft. 
Ancaster home in 2011, 
it met the needs of a 
young couple. Fast 
forward almost 10 years 
and the couple were no 
longer just two. They’d 
welcomed daughters 
Kiara and Mackensie, 
now ages 6 and 3, into 
the fold. So when the 
family worried they’d 
outgrown the house, 
they searched for a 
new place to call home. 
Only the search didn’t 
go as planned.
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Leah and Rob Spehar.  

Once dark and drab, the 
Spehar home is now bright 
and upbeat. Custom mantel by 
Barnboardstore and cabinetry 
by The Wright Kitchen.
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W“We couldn’t find a house we liked,” says Leah, smiling wide, “and we 
eventually realized we liked our house.” The couple decided their time 
and money would be better spent renovating what they already owned. 
“The bones were good,” says Rob, “but we needed the house to include 
our girls.” This meant more storage, floors that hide wear and tear, a 
laundry/mudroom suited to a busy household, and kids’ bedrooms that 
wouldn’t be quickly outgrown. The house was in for an overhaul, so the 
family called in recruits.

“From the very first meeting with Andy Clairmont, our contractor, 
we knew he was the one,” says Leah. “He was extremely knowledgeable, 

creative and confident he could bring our vision to life.” Andy is the 
owner of Urban Interiors Kitchens & Bath, a full service renovation 
company, and he feels the same about the Spehars. “It was a joy to 
work on this project,” says Andy. “There is nothing better than clients 
who are as proud of the work done as me and my team are.” Andy and 
the Spehars also agree they couldn’t have done it without the help of 
decorators Jill Fraser (House of Fraser Decor) and Christina 
Wickenden (The Green Door Decor). “It was symmetry,” says 
Leah, “the way we all worked together. It took a lot of trust and belief in 
the same vision. But it turned out even better than expected.”

ABOVE: Space counts! Entertaining and storage are a breeze, 
thanks to the pantry and window seat. RIGHT: Andy Clairmont and 
Nathan Stubbs of Urban Interiors Kitchens & Bath were integral 
to the home’s transformation. TOP RIGHT: The kitchen restyle 
included painting existing cabinetry (decorrestore) and installing 
hard-wearing flooring (The Urban Floor Store).

Continued on page 28
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Almost every room in the house got a 
facelift. And since there were no structural 
changes, there was no need for city permits. 
The open-concept kitchen, dining and living 
room was updated to include a Chadwicks 
& Hacks electric fireplace as the focal point. 
Since the layout already worked for the family, 
the kitchen cabinetry was refurbished by 
decorrestore to look bright and airy versus 
dark and drab. The countertops were topped 
with quartz from Elite Granite & Marble, 
and a pantry and window seat, built by The 
Wright Kitchen, were added to increase 
storage space and allow for more seating. 
“We’re always hosting family holidays,” says 
Leah, “so it was important to make every inch 
usable space. We needed it to be beautiful 
and functional.” 

ABOVE: Decorators Christina Wickenden and Jill 
Fraser brought their talents for affordable style to the 
project. Lionel the cat oversaw everything. RIGHT: 
Where to look? The splendid baby grand piano, or 
the handsome moulding done in Benjamin Moore’s 
sublime Tranquility?

Continued on page 30
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The Wright Kitchen supplied the cabinetry throughout, including 
the built-ins in the living room and laundry room. The staircase 
spindles were stripped and repainted and the stairs topped with a 
plush but durable runner supplied by Alexanian Carpet & Flooring. 
Area rugs were purchased from Rugs Bed & Bath Home Decor, 
and new furniture came from Stoney Creek Furniture. The dated 
round pillars used to separate the kitchen and living area were changed 
to square columns with detailed millwork, a feature now loved by 
the homeowners. And all the lighting was updated, installed by 
Refined Electric. 

The master bedroom was revamped, making great use of the space, 
and wallpaper was used in bathrooms and bedrooms to add interest 
and personality. “The homeowners were willing to take risks,” says 
Christina. “This included the use of bold paint colours and wallpaper 
their young daughters could love into their teenage years.” Jill adds, 
“Every room contains a nod to an element in another part of the home. 
And we really took the time to consider not only how the family lives 
now, but how they will grow there in the coming years.”

The master bedroom, complete with inviting 
reading spot (top), provides Leah with a 
spacious, pretty retreat. “This is my sanctuary,” 
she says. “I love it!”

Continued on page 32

Time to surround yourself with the things you love.

christina@thegreendoordecor.com  
905.870.1706  www.thegreendoordecor.com

Everybody deserves to love their home

905.399.2793

houseoffraserdecor.com

To love yours, call Jill Fraser

Enjoy your summer  
HOUSE OF FRASER DECOR  
will take care of the decorating

Respraying and refacing are available in custom colours with carpenters available for your on-site modifications.

Affordable Options
I didn’t know I had so many

 
220 Nebo Rd . Unit 1 

Hamilton 905.381.4269 

1163 King Rd . Unit 7 
Burlington 905.632.6465

info@decorrestore.ca 
www.decorrestore.ca
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The laundry/mudroom combo was also on 
the family’s hit list. “We were always coming 
in from the garage and stumbling over shoes,” 
says Leah. “So when Andy suggested we use a 
stackable washer/dryer system and cabinetry 
to make the room functional, we were 
thrilled.” Not only does the millwork match 
throughout the home, the flooring, supplied 
by The Urban Floor Store, runs the entire 
house. “One of the best choices we made,” 
says Leah, “was replacing all the floors.” The 
creamy-grey hardwood flooring was chosen 
for its resilience. “We wanted the kids to play 
wherever they wanted – no space off limits – 
so it was important to have floors that won’t 
show scuff marks and scratches.”

The girls’ bedrooms are done in delicate colour 
schemes they won’t quickly outgrow. RIGHT: By 
rearranging the layout, big sister Kiara now has a 
fun playspace. 

Continued on page 34
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There were, however, growing pains. Living through a four-month 
renovation is not an easy task. Living in the basement with preschoolers 
is even tougher. “It’s safe to say we’ll never live in a house being 
renovated again,” says Rob. He’s now able to laugh about it. “Although 
Andy and his team did their best to make us as safe and comfortable as 
possible, next time we’ll stay at a hotel.”

With the home designed and renovated to meet the needs of 
its growing family, there might never be a next time. “We love our 
house now,” says Leah. “We use every inch, and it suits our lifestyle.” 
Sometimes, the answers aren’t found in the urge to move. Sometimes, 
the answers are right there in front of you, just waiting for a change.  OH

LEFT: Leah is delighted with the functionality introduced into the 
mudroom. “Before, this was a graveyard for shoes. We use this room all 
the time now!” ABOVE: Sophisticated wallpaper and a new countertop 
rejuvenated the previously muted powder room. BELOW: Mackensie, 3, 
and Kiara, 6, enjoy the newly created play area.
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