
TOP: An oversize, custom front door adds grandeur to the main 
entrance. ABOVE: Architectural details, including large arched 
windows, give the home an old-world feel. Grounds by Fairview 
Landscape. LEFT: A built-in banquette in the kitchen nook 
provides comfortable seating and a view to the cosy family room.
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When you scan your living 
room, do you see walls 
and furniture? Or do you 
see Christmas morning, 
your grandkids on a 6 a.m. 
high and wrapping paper 
strewn everywhere? Look 
closely. And listen. Does 
laughter fill the room?

Continued on page 46
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WWhen you plow down the stairs and reach the 
third tread, the one right before the landing, 
does the squeak always stop you short? Why? 
Do you envision your daughter in that pink 
tutu she refused to live without? Do you recall 
weekend mornings at the breakfast table, 
witnessing your ballerina putting on the most 
adorable dance recitals? 

A house is made of walls, flooring and a 
roof. But it’s memories that make these things 
home. It’s the decade-old grape juice stain on 
the sofa and the growth milestones carved 
into the door trim. It’s the good times, the bad, 
and every moment in between, the stuff we’ll 
remember forever.

For Jocelyn and Kirk Zavitz, every room 
in the 3,700 sq. ft. bungalow they built with 
Pym & Cooper Custom Homes Inc. 13 
years ago holds cherished moments, big and 
small. They love the screened-in back porch 
where they’ve spent countless hours watching 
their grandchildren run and play on two acres 
of stunning countryside nestled in Ridgeville, 
where Jocelyn grew up. “Ridgeville and 
Fonthill are full of us Zavitzes,” Jocelyn says. 
“We don’t stray too far from home.”

And why would you when home has 
all the advantages of country living only a 
short leap from amenities. This picturesque 
town is where the Zavitzes do most of their 
shopping, gathering supplies for huge family 
get-togethers. 

The kitchen features sharp details, including a 
quilted copper backsplash, granite countertops 
and warm tones in the cabinetry. ABOVE RIGHT: 
The butler’s pantry. FAR LEFT: Interior doors 
with glass panels allow for natural light to fill 
the entire home. 

Continued on page 49

“We entertain a lot,” Jocelyn says. “Every 
holiday the house is packed with friends and 
family who come to share good food, laughter 
and big hugs.” 

It’s exactly what Architect Wayne 
Murray of Chapman Murray Associates 
Architects Inc. had in mind when he 
designed the Zavitz home. 

At the core is a large, open-concept living 
room, kitchen and built-in dining banquette 
with a soaring A-frame ceiling marked by 
rustic wood beams; the perfect space for 
lounging and chatting while dinner is being 
prepared. The living room is flanked by an 
elegant fireplace from Stamford Fireplaces 
topped with a disappearing television 
installed by Dell Smart Home Solutions. 
The Custom Granite countertops were 
chosen to be well used, and the large kitchen 
island doubles as a buffet most holidays. Gore 
Electric was responsible for all the electrical, 
and Reynolds Plumbing Heating and Air 
Conditioning took care of the plumbing. 
Everything is backed up by PMG Generator 
Services. Integrated appliances are from 
Nickerson Home Appliances. 

“The kitchen has this amazing old-world 
charm even though it’s not old,” Jocelyn says. “I 

We entertain a lot,” Jocelyn 
says. “Every holiday the house  
is packed with friends and 
family who come to share good 
food, laughter and big hugs.”
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love the quilted copper backsplash. It brings out 
the warm tones in the cabinetry and woodwork.”

Cromade Cabinetry designed and built 
the kitchen cabinets, as well as the built-in 
cabinetry in the bathrooms, which are outfitted 
with fixtures from Bathworks. “The master 
bathroom is very relaxing,” Jocelyn says. “Every 
nook was well planned, taking full advantage 
of the space.” 

Almost every room boasts built-in cabinetry 
and shelving, giving every household item a 
home and keeping things tidy. The built-ins 
limit the need for furniture and are not only user 
friendly, but stunning in detail. “I especially love 
the cabinets beside the fireplace. Oh, and the 
butler’s pantry,” says Jocelyn. 

Natural light floods the home, thanks to 
the work of Marvin Windows & Doors and 
Regional Doors & Hardware. Large arched 
windows in the hallway, which run along the 
front of the home, allow for optimum light, and 
elegant glass doors between rooms carry that 
light throughout. 

Dark wallpaper with an Asian motif, an Oriental rug and cathedral ceilings add richness, 
warmth and airiness to the dining room. RIGHT: The dining room overlooks the living 
room with a grand piano to gather around after dinner is eaten. 

The limestone floors, picked to withstand 
years of running shoes and rainy day indoor 
racing are from Star Tile Centre, and the 
hand-painted plaster detailing was done by 
Schuit Plastering & Stucco Inc. and Vern 
Martens Painting. “This house was designed 
to be timeless. We wanted every room to feel as if 
we’d lived here a lifetime,” Jocelyn says. 

The Zavitzes say they couldn’t have achieved 
this without the help of Eileen Santoro of 
Design Concepts by Window Decor. She 
worked with Pym & Cooper and many of the 
trades and artists to bring the Zavitzes’ vision to 
life. Santoro designed the millwork details, wall 
finishes, coffered ceilings, furnishings, window 
treatments, and guided the painters and artists 
who hand-painted every surface to create an 
old-world look.  

Outside, the timeless stone facade, with 
supplies from Burnstein Brick and installed 
by Diamond Masonry & Contracting, 
blends into the landscape as if it’s been there 
for generations. 

Continued on page 52
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The master en suite continues the 
warm tones found elsewhere in the 
home in the cabinetry and in the 
decorative touches.

WINDOW TREATMENTS | INTERIOR DESIGN | HOME FURNISHINGS designconceptsbywindowdecor.com

by Window Decor Inc.

Fulfill your sense of space.

Design Concepts

263 Division Street
Welland   Ontario  Canada L3B 4A3
Tel: 905.788.3890   905.788.2291
Cell: 905.933.7322
eileenwindowdecor@gmail.com
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PRINCIPAL & DESIGNER

Fulfilling your sense of space...since 1989

263 Division St, Welland   
T: 905.788.3890  C: 905.933.7322 

Eileen Santoro • Principal & Designer 
www.designconceptsbywindowdecor.com

Pym&Cooper.indd   1 2018-10-30   3:51 PM

50  |  ourhomes   W I N T E R  2 0 1 8 / 2 0 1 9

feature



LOCAL SOURCE GUIDE
• Bathworks • Burnstein Brick • Cedar Specialty Shoppes • Chapman 

Murray Associates Architects Inc. • Cromade Cabinetry • Crowland 

Sash & Frame Ltd. • Dell Smart Home Solutions • Design Concepts 

by Window Decor • Diamond Masonry & Contracting • Fairview 

Landscape • Gore Electric • John Froese Construction Ltd. • J.S. 

Kelba Construction Inc. • Maplewood Stairs & Railings Ltd. • Miller 

Insulation • Nickerson Home Appliances • Ornamental Ironworks  

• PMG Generator Services • Pym & Cooper Custom Homes Inc. 

• Regional Doors and Hardware • Reynolds Plumbing Heating & 

Air Conditioning • RJM Construction • Robert Benevento Roofing 

& Siding Inc. • Stamford Fireplaces • Star Tile Centre • Schuit 

Plastering & Stucco Inc. • Tardif Cement Finishers • Vacuflo Niagara 

• Vern Martens Painting • W.H. Reimer & Sons Excavating
TOP: The master bedroom features french doors that open 
onto the sprawling and pristine backyard. ABOVE: The 
dressing table in the en suite.

A handmade gate, designed by Ornamental Ironworks, welcomes 
guests into a classic French courtyard, which leads to the grand 
entrance announced by a custom-made Crowland Sash & Frame 
Ltd. wood door. 

Everything about this home feels well-aged yet new, timeless yet 
current, and so very homey. As if time has stopped or refused to change.   

While the Zavitzes are no strangers to change, or to renovating 
and building, they plan to stay in this house for a long time. It’s home 
and a memory keeper. Its walls, floors, and roof are a keepsake box of 
treasured time. When the Zavitzes scan their rooms, they see all the 
gatherings they’ve shared with loved ones. They remember Sunday 
dinners and singing by the piano. They envision all the future moments 
they’ll experience with their grandchildren. They hear laughter and 
chatter and the hum of family – memories worth cherishing.  OH

The Power  
& Energy  
Professionals

905.892.4638 | PMGgeneratorservices.com
PMG GENERATOR SERVICES

Bill Rizzo 
Owner / Operator

65 Shaw St, Welland   T: 905.735.5001 
E: info@crowlandsash.ca   W: crowlandsash.ca

CERAMIC TILE • LUXURY VINYL PLANKS • LAMINATE • HARDWOOD • PORCELAIN TILE
BACKSPLASHES • COUNTERTOPS

155 HIGHWAY 20 E. • FONTHILL, ON • 905-892-5756 • STARTILECENTRE.COM

176 Bunting Rd, St. Catharines
905.685.9797 | burnsteinbrick.com

6997 Oakwood Drive | Niagara Falls ON 
905.356.2922 | www.stamfordfireplaces.com

tracy@liv4design.com   289-214-7316   www.liv4design.com

Specializing in Residential Interior Design
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