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ALL THE  
COMFORTS

of homeHHomeownership, for 
some, is an onerous 
responsibility they don’t 
want to assume. Whether 
a demanding professional 
life leaves no time for 
the requirements of 
maintaining a property, or 
because they’re entering 
a new phase of maturity 
that makes extraneous 
chores less of a priority 
than time spent on 
activities and their social 
life, many are eager to 
cast off the burdens of 
owning a home.

Located on the Vanier Parkway and close to the downtown core, 
Les Terrasses Francesca has one-plus-den, two-bedroom and 
two-plus-den units offering all the comforts of home, minus the 
various responsibilities of ownership. The location and amenities 
available within this mid-rise, at 1425 Vanier Parkway., make it 
especially attractive.

Continued on page 32
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Les Terrasses Francesca, as well as the service 
and amenities available to residents, will make 
many look at rental housing through new eyes, 
it always comes down to the essential in real 
estate: location.

“The location is one of my favourite aspects 
of the property, because it has so much to 
offer,” says Francesca. “You’re close to the 
downtown core and its beehive of activities, 
but still far enough away that you’re not 
affected by any disruptions. You can easily 
walk downtown, whether it’s to work or 
for an event, and there’s shopping at the 
Trainyards as well as St. Laurent Shopping 
Centre nearby. For leisure, enjoy the linear 
park across the street, access Strathcona Park 
on the west bank of the river by the pedway, 
or tote your kayak across the street to the 
Rideau River.” 

Francesca says her company is in it for 
the long haul and looking to build long-term 
relationships with residents, creating a 
community of like-minded people. As a result, 
a no-surprise lease is available for those 
prepared to commit to a multi-year tenancy.

But yet, the desire for a residence that 
offers all the comforts and amenities of 
a home you own is still there, only now 
that pride of ownership is replaced by a 
desire for comfort. Because who wouldn’t 
prefer to find themselves ensconced in a 
beautiful environment?

Les Terrasses Francesca straddles 
that line between providing all the comforts 
of a house you own and carefree apartment 

living. Located on a picturesque portion of the 
Vanier Parkway, the mid-rise offers spacious 
one-bedroom plus den units, two-bedroom 
units and two-bedroom plus den units, each 
of which feels like a single-family home in the 
quality of the construction and the upscale 
amenities available within the building. 

Constructed by Lépine Apartments, 
a family-owned and operated company long 
established in Ottawa, Les Terrasses Francesca 

is built with the experience that comes with 
60 years of construction history. During 
that time, more than 20 premium properties 
encompassing more than 10-million square 
feet in residential construction have been 
erected in Eastern Ontario by the company, led 
for the past 20 years by the brother and sister 
team of Francis Lépine and Francesca 
Lépine-Willson.

While the quality of construction found at 

TOP LEFT: Hardwood flooring is found in the living 
room, dining and den areas. The majority of units 
have either a balcony, a terrace or a garden terrace, 
adding square footage to the living space. LEFT: 
Built-in Lépine-designed closets resemble armoires 
and add a European touch to the bedrooms. 
OPPOSITE, TOP LEFT: Kitchens, by Laurysen 
Kitchens Ltd., feature a granite countertop with 
an undermount sink, spray faucet and ceramic tile 
backsplash; natural wood cabinetry complements 
stainless-steel appliances. TOP RIGHT: Fall foliage 
from Marie Antoinette & Co. Fine Furnishings. 
BOTTOM: The absence of hallways means rooms 
are more expansive and make the most of the 
space available.

Continued on page 34

This unit’s contemporary 
design gets a bit of bling.
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“As a tenant in Ontario, in times of 
inflation, you’re protected. If you own a home 
or condo, you don’t really know from year-to-
year what your maintenance costs are going to 
be, or when your condo fees will increase,” she 
says. “And the sense of community fostered 
by longer-term leases creates a sense of 
permanency akin to ownership.”

Current homeowners who are looking 
to downsize will appreciate the flexibility 
available to them, relieving much of the stress 
and uncertainty of lifestyle changes.

“Those who are homeowners can book 
the unit of their preference now, choosing an 
occupancy date sometime in the spring. Then, 
with the peace of mind of knowing that their 
future home is assured, they can go about 
sorting their “stuff” and put their house on 
the market. Les Terrasses Francesca will be 
ready for occupancy come January 2018, so if 
their house sells earlier than the date they first 
picked, it’s simple to move up the occupancy 
date to coincide with their house closing 
date,” she says.

TOP: With a January 2018 occupancy, current homeowners can book the unit of their preference now, 
choosing an occupancy date some time in the spring, then put their house on the market, knowing their 
future home is assured. ABOVE: With a history that spans 60 years in the construction industry, Lépine 
Apartments has built more than 20 premium properties in Eastern Ontario, encompassing more than 10 
million square feet. The brother and sister team of Francis Lépine and Francesca Lépine-Willson have 
led the company for the past 20 years.

Spacious open-concept plans, available in 
one- or two-bedroom plus den configurations 
– the large dens being equivalent to an extra 
bedroom, according to Francesca – range from 
825 to 1,725 square feet. Much thought has 
been given to the design of the layout, evident 
upon second glance when viewing one of the 
model suites at Les Terrasses Francesca (your 
first will be spent marvelling how light, bright 
and spacious it feels). While not immediately 
obvious, it will dawn on you as you take 
your second look around that there are no 
hallways here. Instead, all private areas lead 
off the principal rooms. As a result, room sizes 
are more generous with every possible inch 
becoming living space, instead of creating dead 
space by way of areas that are not used much.

Continued on page 36

RIGHT: Keeping the needs of busy professionals 
and those downsizing in mind, Lépine designed 
Les Terrasses Francesca to be practical, functional 
and yet quietly elegant. BELOW: The kitchen, with 
breakfast bar, is perfectly suitable for entertaining 
a couple or a crowd. BELOW RIGHT: White faux 
pumpkins by Marie Antoinette & Co. Fine Furnishings 
flank a console in the spacious entry.
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Panoramic and opening casement windows 
by Lessard Group Inc. are soundproof 
and energy efficient. Hardwood floors by 
Westboro Flooring & Decor Inc. are 
found throughout the living, dining and den 
areas, with plush carpet in bedrooms and 
dens and tile flooring in the bathrooms. The 
kitchens found here replicate the look and feel 
of any found in a single-family detached home 
and without a doubt will become the heart 
of this home. Designed by award-winning 
Laurysen Kitchens Inc., they feature granite 
countertops with undermount sink and spray 
faucet and ceramic tile backsplashes. Natural 
wood cabinetry complements stainless 
steel appliances by Debsel Inc. In all, each 
unit has six appliances, including washer 
and dryer, adding to the feeling that this is a 
self-contained home.

Other detailing includes custom window 
coverings by Elite Window Fashions and, 
subbing in for closets, built-in Lépine-
designed closets replicating armoires that add 
a European touch and old world charm.

TOP: While the units are spacious indeed, amenities found at Les Terrasses Francesca create additional 
options to living space by way of a tenants’ lounge with billiard table and large screen television, a 
bright and spacious fitness room, an indoor salt water pool, numerous outdoor relaxing areas and a 
party room, complete with hardwood floors for ballroom dancers. ABOVE: With all unuseable or little-
used space eliminated, secondary bedrooms are afforded more space and contain the signature built-in 
Lépine-designed closets.Continued on page 38
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The majority of units have either a balcony, 
a terrace or a garden terrace, the proportions 
of which are spacious enough for entertaining 
friends – and add additional square footage 
to your living environment. The generous 
amenities also create additional options to 
living space. There is a tenants’ lounge with 
billiard table and large screen television.

At Les Terrasses Francesca, the fitness 
room is more than an afterthought, situated as 
it is on the ground level, with large windows 
allowing in light. A walled-off area complete 
with ballet barre has been separated from 
the main area, to allow for privacy while 
stretching and doing warm-ups. There is an 
indoor salt water pool as well as a number of 
outdoor relaxing areas.

The party room features a full kitchen and 
hardwood floor. Francesca points out that 
this was installed at the request of some of the 
tenants who are ballroom dancing aficionados.

Guests of tenants can avoid street 
parking and inclement weather by accessing 
the indoor parking through a designated 
protocol. Security cameras ensure the safety 
of residents. Tenants’ needs are addressed by 
staff at the on-site management office as well 
as a live-in superintendent. As an added touch 
and uncompromising service, residents will 
be greeted by uniformed personnel at the front 
door providing concierge service.  OH

Generous en suites 
house washers and 
dryers in each unit, 
hidden here behind 
the door. Fall wreath, 
Marie Antoinette & Co. 
Fine Furnishings. LEFT: 
An alcove, separating 
the entry between two 
rooms, offers a place to 
hang art. BELOW: Les 
Terrasses Francesca’s 
large dens, available 
with either the one or 
two bedroom units, 
are the equivalent of 
an extra bedroom.

Generous en suites house washers and dryers 
in each unit, hidden here behind the door. 
Fall wreath, Marie Antoinette & Co. Fine 
Furnishings. LEFT: An alcove, separating the 
entry between two rooms, offers a place to 
hang art. BELOW: Les Terrasses Francesca’s 
large dens, available with either the one or 
two bedroom units, are the equivalent of 
an extra bedroom.

LIVE IN A NEW 825-1725 SQUARE FOOT TERRACE 
APARTMENT HOME ALONG THE VANIER PARKWAY IN 
OTTAWA’S MOST EXCLUSIVE APARTMENT COMMUNITY:

LES TERRASSES FRANCESCA

OPENING IN
5 MONTHS

HVAC

KITCHEN
14’ X 9’

DEN
11’ X 15’

LIVING/DINING
13’ X 26’

BEDROOM
11’ X 12’

BEDROOM
11’ X 16’

BATH

ENTRY

ENSUITE

W/D
L

DW

P

BALCONY
11’ X 5’

RENT TO L IVE  CAREFREE :  NO MAINTENANCE FEES ,  NO CONDO FEES ,  NO MORTGAGE FEES ,  NO PROPERTY  TAXES

PROFESSIONAL FITNESSOUTDOOR TERRACESALTWATER POOL24/7 CONCIERGE

613.714.9673 | LepineApar tments.com 

LUXURIOUS APARTMENT HOMES 
FOR A NEW LEASE ON LIFESTYLE
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