
Great design involves tapping into a 
homeowner’s personality, lifestyle and 
passions. For homeowners Liane and Gary, 
their stately home in Etobicoke is a reflection 
of their lighthearted personas. The couple 
thoughtfully incorporated their kids, pups 
and love of gathering friends and family into 
the design of their 5,300 sq. ft. home.

Oh, the Pawsibilities
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The warm living 
room décor creates a 
Muskoka-like retreat. 

ABOVE: The shower was designed with the family pups in mind. Georgie 
is ready! RIGHT: Varying roof heights create a chateau-like exterior. 
BELOW: Rich brown floors are timeless.

Continued on page 30
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SSince Liane and Gary were already locals, they knew the property was 
“the one” as soon as they saw it. They turned to CMA Custom Homes 
Group to help with the build. “We have a great relationship with our 
builder,” says Liane. “For a year he was like a second husband!” 

The French chateau-style home built for Liane, Gary and their 
three daughters is also home to Georgie and Seager, two well-loved 
Portuguese Water Dogs. Pictures of the family are proudly displayed 
throughout, and when the girls return from school, they are embraced 
with the comforts of home. But it’s Georgie and Seager who enjoy the 
space while the kids are away. “We love our pups, they are a part of our 
lives, and we thought of them when designing our home,” says Liane.

The great room opens to the kitchen, and boasts a gas fireplace 
with stone surround. A sparkling chandelier, aptly named The Comet, 
sits in the centre of the coffered ceiling. “Lighting is the jewelry of the 
home,” says Liane. The home throughout is adorned with pieces from 
Lando Lighting. 

A sunroom just off the great room with floor-to-ceiling windows 
from Stone River Windows & Doors offers a panoramic view of the 
backyard oasis. It’s the family’s favourite place to relax; even the dogs 
lounge in the sunshine. 

In the kitchen, white shaker cabinetry from Marana and Cambria 
countertops create a clean aesthetic. “We chose the countertops first,” 
says Liane. “They were the focal point of the kitchen, and everything 
else came after.” The kitchen also includes appliances from Caplan’s 
Appliances, a coffee station, wine fridge and a walk-in pantry to help 
the family stay organized. 

LEFT: A built-in wall unit 
makes working at home 
easy. ABOVE: This room 
is all about the view. 
BELOW: A hammered 
metal sink and mirrored 
tile add drama in 
this powder room.

Darker elements in the textiles and lighting 
add contrast. ABOVE: Blue sofas take 
centre stage in the living room. RIGHT: 
The counters were the springboard for the 
white kitchen design. 

Continued on page 32

The integrated vent 
hood ties into the 
cabinet design. 
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Georgie and Seager

The spacious main floor includes a dining room, a living room 
dubbed Muskoka in the City, an office, laundry room and mudroom. The 
lower level is beautifully finished with heated floors and a built-in wash 
station for the pups. 

The use of colour and texture helps set the tone of a space. Liane 
worked with Jane Lockhart, interior designer and owner of the 
award-winning firm Jane Lockhart Interior Design to select the 
right colour palettes, wallpaper and window treatments throughout. 

In the upper level, the east wing master suite is separated by a 
hallway with a unique coffered ceiling and two skylights. The master 
incudes a balcony for relaxing on easy summer mornings. Liane’s closet 
is fit for a queen. Sliding barn doors open to custom cabinetry, Cambria 
countertops and crystal chandeliers. “I have to admit,” says Liane, “this 
closet is one of my favourite features. It’s my happy place.”

As with any major build, there were obstacles to consider. “This 
property is unique,” says home designer David Small of David Small 
Designs. “It’s a curved corner lot tucked between a major road and a 

winding side street, and as a result, we needed to position the home to 
block street noise and provide privacy while focusing on the view and 
access to two side yards with mature trees.” The shape of the home 
played a crucial role, angling to reflect the natural curve of the property, 
and great care was taken to ensure the home’s size didn’t dominate the 
land. Large gables and a steeply pitched roof were included to conceal 
the second floor. “I am very proud of this house,” says David. “Not only 
are the elements full of character, but when you look at the front, you 
have no idea there is a second floor and a resort at the side.”

LEFT: An integrated 
vanity and a wall of 
mirrors make early 
mornings easier. 
BELOW: The walk-in 
closet incorporates 
a variety of storage 
options. BOTTOM: A 
Muskoka room expands 
the indoor space and 
provides shelter outside. 

Continued on page 34A vanity with an open shelf provides storage. 
LEFT: The needs of the family pups were 
integrated in the home’s design. ABOVE: 
The lower level is an entertainer’s delight. 
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There were also lessons learned. “In 
hindsight,” says Gary, the homeowner, “we 
should have had the landscaping designed at 
the same time as the house, so both worked 
together in regards to permits and such. 
It would have saved time.” The landscape, 
designed and executed by ProScape Land 
Design Inc, features lush groupings of plants, 
imported sandstone and limestone hardscapes, 
hammered copper fire bowls flanking the 
pool’s stone wall and a custom timber pergola. 
The outdoor living space also includes a large 
covered porch with a wood-burning fireplace 
and glass railing. 

The pool was done by Gib-San Pools. 
“The pergola structure with custom metal 
hardware is definitely a statement,” says 
Tom Henderson, president of ProScape 
Land Design Inc. “And everything – the water 
features, fire features, lighting, irrigation, 
outdoor speakers – can be controlled with 
the homeowners’ cell phones.” It’s a handy 
addition when entertaining or playing with 
the pups in the yard, two of Liane and Gary’s 
favourite pastimes. “We love having the 
second side yard for the dogs,” says Liane. “It’s 
artificial turf, so they can go nuts playing and 
not make a mess when they come inside.” 

If Georgie and Seager could speak, they’d 
probably agree. Oh, the pawsibilities.  OH

The dining table is perfectly 
positioned to enjoy 
the outdoors.

ABOVE: The backyard oasis is resort living 
in the city. BOTTOM: A custom pergola 
creates a cosy haven for hot days or cool 
summer nights. 

info@urbancottagelandscapes.com • www.urbancottagelandscapes.com

WINDING CURVES INSTEAD OF STRAIGHT LINES

NATURAL STONE PATHWAYS AND PATIOS

PONDS AND TRICKLING WATERFALLS
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Roofing and Home  
Renovations
With over 29 years experience providing quality 
services in Toronto, Mississauga, Etobicoke and the 
Greater Toronto Area, Let It Rain ensures your roof 
will withstand the harsh GTA climate. 

We provide roofing and home renovation services  
to homeowners, architects and builders.

✔ Complete Roofing Systems

✔ Skylights, Sun Tunnels

✔ Eavestroughs, Soffit and Fascia

✔ Roof Repairs

✔ Home Renovations from Top to Bottom

✔ Financing Available

letitrain.ca
Phone 1-877-686-7246 for a  

free estimate

Planning a  
wedding?

Expecting or  
had a baby?

Moving or new  
to the community?

Welcome
To The Neighbourhood!

ALL THE VISITS ARE FREE
NO OBLIGATION 

COMPLIMENTS OF LOCAL BUSINESSES

Bringing Local Community Information & Gifts
Welcome Wagon offers part-time career opportunities in your community.

Visit our website to register 
www.welcomewagon.ca

or call 1.844.299.2466
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