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“I’m actually eager to jump in the lake,” says 
the owner. With three young sons, he and his 
wife first saw this home while looking for a 
quiet lakeside retreat where they could relax, 
recharge and have fun with their family. 

Built eight years ago, the 10,000 sq. ft. 
house had a modern, urban character. “A bit 
too Toronto-ish for our liking,” the owner 
says. The couple initially balked at buying the 
house because they wanted a cottage setting 
for weekend getaways. “When we thought of 
it over the winter, we realized with a tweak 
here or there, we could probably turn it 
into what we wanted,” the owner says. “We 
thought, with a little bit of effort we could 
turn it into a cottage.” 

The couple bought the house in November 
and promptly started planning to make it their 
own. Judi Dusto, the sales representative 
from RE/MAX Eastern Realty Inc., who 
sold the couple the property, introduced them 
to local professionals who helped make their 
cottage dream a reality.

At the Lakeshore Designs retail studio, 
the homeowners liked what they saw in the 
furniture, décor and room displays. “I liked 
the whole vibe of it,” says the mother of three 
boys. She made a connection with store 
owner and designer Angela Jones. “She 
was very helpful,” says the homeowner. “She 
understood what I like and I understood what 
she likes.” Over the winter, they transformed 

Continued on page 27

As the sun sets over Stoney Lake, its tiny 
islands silhouetted against a glowing pink sky, 
a Toronto family will savour summer for the first 
time at their newly-renovated lake house. 

STORY WALTER FRANCZYK  |  PHOTOGRAPHY HAROLD CLARK

Stoney

With the help of local designer Angela Jones, 
a Toronto family transformed a contemporary 
urban-style home on Stoney Lake into a large 
cottage. OPPOSITE, TOP: The original bright 
red fireplace in the sunken great room was 
sheathed with cultured stone for a rustic look. 
BOTTOM: A sideboard in the entry sets the 
home’s relaxed tone.
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the home’s principal rooms. “We really put 
a lot of effort into the entrance and the great 
room,” says the owner. “We asked Angela to 
take over there. So, we put the great room and 
entrance area entirely in her hands to decorate 
as she thought best.” 

Custom home builder Gordon Toms, 
owner of Toms Contracting Inc., covered 
the bright red fireplace in the great room 
with cultured stone. He removed the white 
Roman columns in the entrance hall and 
replaced them with kiln-dried, Canadian 
white cedar timbers. “I thought ‘this is the 
perfect material because I know it’s perfectly 
dried. I know it’s not going to crack,’ ” Gordon 
says. The rustic changes complement the 
home’s Brazilian hardwood flooring and grey 
slate-tiled entrance.

New furniture from Lakeshore Designs 
gave the living space a softer, more 
comfortable atmosphere. The dining room 

was redecorated and the entire main floor 
repainted. “Angela picked the colours and the 
stone that Gordon installed on the hearth,” 
the owner says. “She did our master bedroom 
decorations and she did the basement, turning 
that into more of a family space.” 

On the ground floor, with the expert 
assistance of trim carpenter Norris 
McCauley, Gordon converted a large 
unfinished workshop into two more bedrooms 
– giving the family seven bedrooms altogether. 
“Now we have enough room so we can have 
my entire family over at the same time,” says 
the owner. The ground floor recreation room, 
with its bar and large billiards table, was 
transformed with rugs, sofas and a large-
screen TV, into a family-friendly zone. Norris’s 
wife Lil McCauley did the painting while 
Real Electrical Contractors installed new 
wiring on the ground floor and the home’s 
television services. Continued on page 28

ABOVE: With its high trey ceiling, 
the dining room was redecorated 
with new colours, a crystal 
chandelier and furniture from 
Lakeshore Designs. TOP RIGHT: 
In the Italian kitchen, granite-
topped cupboards with frosted 
doors flank the island and round 
glass dining bar. Wooden cabinets 
are finished with a high-gloss 
lacquer. RIGHT: A transom and 
glass doors help illuminate the 
main hall with natural light.
FAR RIGHT: Kitchen doors open 
to the front yard, the sandy beach 
and Stoney Lake.
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The cottage has four bedrooms in two wings on the main floor. 
Behind pocket doors, a large bedroom has Lockside Trading 
Company bunk beds for the couple’s six-year-old twins. Next to the 
main-floor office and facing the lake, the master bedroom has a wall of 
high, arched windows with wide doors that swing open to the front 
patio. There’s a wood-finished walk-in closet and an en suite with a 
view of the lake, a circular Japanese tub recessed in the tile floor, and 
glass vessel sinks on a glass-topped vanity. 

At the culinary centre of the home, wooden cabinets with a high-

gloss lacquer finish surround the Italian kitchen. Polished black granite 
countertops flank the Wolf range. Cupboards with frosted doors abut 
each side of the kitchen island where a semi-circular glass dining bar 
provides room for breakfasts and informal meals. Double doors open 
from the kitchen to the home’s covered lakeside patio.

Light from windows on two sides of the home suffuses the 
grandmother’s room with its patio doors and beautiful view of the lake. 
Another bedroom serves as a nursery. A glass-walled, open-tread staircase 
with brushed metal handrails descends to the cottage’s lower level. 

Continued on page 30

BELOW: Two new guest rooms were built on the 
ground floor in what was formerly a large open 
workshop. RIGHT: An illuminated, floating staircase 
with glass sides and polished metal railings leads 
downstairs. BOTTOM: A large billiard table is an 
open invitation to indoor entertainment on rainy 
days and evenings. A sectional sofa and carpeting 
create a comfy space for screen time in the ground 
floor family room.

SOLDON STONEY

JudiDusto Eastern Realty Inc., Brokerage
Independantly Owned & Operated

Toll Free: 800-850-6029
Office: 705-652-3367

Direct: 705-872-7939Representing Beautiful Lifesty le Properties.
www.judidusto.com

Sales Representative
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List & Sell With The Girl On The Go… Judi Dusto 
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Providing Shade Solutions

1582 CHEMONG ROAD, PETERBOROUGH     www.lesterawnings.com     705.742.5405
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Outside, a lush lawn slopes gently from 
the front patio and flower gardens to a sandy 
beach and a boathouse built with a low flat 
roof to preserve the view. “We love nature,” 
says the owner. A beautiful sandy beach, 
she says, was difficult to find. With many 
friends on the lake, they expect they’ll be 
entertaining at the cottage on weekends and 
holidays. “We look forward to making good 
use of it,” she says.

Stoney Lake, they say, is a welcoming place. 
“It’s a real community feel. It’s just big enough 
that there’s awesome boating but it’s not so 

big that you feel like you’re lost in a massive 
community,” says the owner.

With most interior renovations and 
changes complete, the homeowners, who 
both work at challenging jobs in the financial 
industry, look forward to a little less work and 
more leisure at their rural retreat. “Even in the 
winter time and even though it’s been a lot 
of work up to this point, it’s been incredibly 
relaxing to get here,” says the owner. “It’s just 
a different mindset when you have the family 
up here. You wake up with a cup of coffee, look 
out and see the open lake. It’s great.”  OH

RIGHT: A Japanese tub, recessed in the 
tile floor, matching vessel sinks and a glass 
countertop furnish the master en suite. Glass 
doors and windows overlook the lake.
BELOW: This main floor bedroom serves 
as a nursery for the couple’s youngest son. 
BOTTOM: Light from the southwestern 
sky bathes the large master bedroom. 
Glass doors open to the patio at the front 
of the cottage. 

Since 1959

STERLING POOLS & SPA LTD.
www.sterlingpools.ca 

INGROUNDINGROUND AND ABOVE GROUNDABOVE GROUND INSTALLS
STILL AVAILABLESTILL AVAILABLE FOR 2017

624 Queensway Court. Peterborough  705.742.3876
403 McDonnel Street. Peterborough  705.745.5942

991 Division Street. Cobourg  905.372.1409

2968 Lakefield Road
705.748.3875

www.lakeshorehd.ca

Furniture & Home Décor Store

200 Queen Street,
Port Perry
905.985.1534
meta4gallery.ca

Unique, Original
& Exceptional works
by Ontario artists for

Unique, Original
& Exceptional people.

META4 Contemporary Craft Gallery

Opening July 2017
164 Hunter St., Peterborough

LARGE SELECTION
• Lights • Lamps • Shades • Ceiling Fans •

SINCE 1968

613-392-5867 | 16477 Hwy 2 (Between Trenton & Brighton)

Residential & Commercial Contracting

www.vanvarke l e c t r i c . com

Charlotte Paint & Wallpaper
451 George Street North, Peterborough

705.743.5742

Charlotte Paint
Your go to store

Providing excellent service and paint for 35 years.

30  |  ourhomes   E A R L Y  S U M M E R  2 0 1 7

feature


