
COOKING
DAVE AND KAREN BROWN
KNEW WHEN THEY BOUGHT
THEIR HOME 21 YEARS AGO
IT HAD PLENTY OF PROMISE.

A new kitchen, with custom-built cabinets and quartz countertops 
by Kitchen Cabinet Solutions, is the centrepiece of the most recent 
renovations to Karen and Dave Brown’s Peterborough home. The 
makeover also created a beverage centre with a wine cooler, coffee 
maker and microwave oven.

“We saw the potential,” says Karen. “We knew there 
was lots of potential to do some things with it. At the 
time, the kitchen was rather small, but I knew that at 
some point, when we had the budget, we could make 
it comfortable.”

The Browns have done just that. They culminated 
years of modest renovations by installing a new kitchen, 
with custom cabinetry and quartz countertops and they 
renovated their family room, giving it a new fireplace, 
recessed pot lights and custom-built shelving.

Their leafy courtyard, surrounded by colourful 
perennials and chanticleer pear trees, where neighbours 
gather for conversation over a glass of wine, had been 
their favourite spot until they remodelled their kitchen 
and family room. Karen now spends much of her time 
in the newly renovated surroundings. Dave favours his 
perch on a stool at the new breakfast bar. “I love sitting 
here,” he says. “I’m very comfortable watching the 
television from right here.” 

Dave and Karen each grew up in big old, two-storey 
farmhouses, so when the need arose to buy a larger 
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home for their growing family, they chose 
a two-level, four-bedroom home in east 
Peterborough. “We liked the idea of having 
a two-storey house, having all the bedrooms 
upstairs and separate,” says Dave.

The home’s backyard, which abuts 
Farmcrest Park and an Otonabee River 
tributary, was a tempting feature that sold 
them on the property. “We knew there would 
always be open space there,” says Karen. The 
wetland and creek ensure no one will build 
behind them, says Dave. “In the winter, you 
can walk out there when it freezes. A lot 
of times, we’ve been able to skate when it 
floods a bit. It’s a great thing.” There’s even 
been the occasional hockey game on the 
frozen wetland.

The couple built a new deck at the back 
of the house as soon as they moved in. They 
installed a small swimming pool and an 
outside entrance for the home’s basement 
apartment. They then slowly began renovating 
and putting Karen’s design ideas into practise.

“Karen’s got a great eye for decorating,” 

says Dave. They widened the kitchen 
doorways, installed contemporary doors on 
the bedrooms, renovated the powder room and 
began laying new hardwood floors with new 
trim. “We slowly worked down this way and 
kept going,” says Dave. The family room got 
a large new patio door while the dining room 
window was enlarged and lowered for a better 
view of the backyard. A hot tub and gazebos 
outfitted the backyard.

They expanded the opening, as much as 
possible, between the kitchen and family room 
and enlisted the professional help of Brenda 
Perry at Kitchen Cabinet Solutions.

“She laid out the best design for the 
kitchen,” says Karen. “What I liked about 
Brenda is she would come right out to your 
home. Some kitchen companies don’t really 
want to come out and physically see your 
place,” she says. “I just felt really comfortable 
with her the first time she came in,” Karen 
says. “I didn’t check out anyone else. I 
really liked Brenda and I said, ‘I’m going to 
work with her.’ ”

SCREENED BY GREENERY
AND FLOWERS, THE FRONT
COURTYARD IS A PLEASANT
PLACE FOR DRINKS WITH
THE NEIGHBOURS.

ABOVE: Chanticleer pear trees at the 
front of the house herald the arrival 
of spring with a profusion of white 
blossoms. BOTTOM: A rear deck 
overlooks the backyard swimming pool 
and the natural wetland and green 
space beyond. OPPOSITE, TOP: The 
Browns lowered their dining room 
window to provide a greater view of the 
backyard. The harvest table was made 
from seasoned pine planks, stowed in a 
hunt camp, and originally intended for a 
wooden boat. BOTTOM: Kawartha Stair 
& Rail Ltd. created a new look for the 
steps leading upstairs.

Continued on page 42
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A new fireplace, flanked by 
custom-built shelving and new 
furnishings, transforms the 
family room.

Providing excellent service and
Benjamin Moore Quality paint for 35 years.

Charlotte Paint & Wallpaper
451 George Street North, Peterborough

705.743.5742

Charlotte Paint
YOUR GO TO STORE

susanbowie
sales representative

244 Aylmer Street,
Peterborough, ON K9J 3K6
Office: 705-748-4056

www.susanbowie.ca
cell: 705-760-3352

susanbowie@royallepage.ca

Not intended to solicit those currently under contract.

2012
2013
2015
2016
2017

Integrity, Commitment and Passion

Your Prime Source for Home 
Décor, Art, Furniture & Gifts

705.738.9090 
info@myfav-things.ca

10 King St. East, Bobcaygeon
Just East Of King & Bolton Streets

My Favourite Things

VISIT OUR NEW BATH BOUTIQUE!
Create a Personalized Bridal Registry!

 Join us for our
Annual Christmas Open House 

Saturday November 3rd
and Sunday November 4th 

689 Crown Drive Unit A, Peterborough
705.743.1299

Locally Owned Since 2000

Specializing in custom kitchen design and 
installation for every lifestyle & budget.

www.kitchencabinetsolutions.com
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SOURCE GUIDE
•  A r m s t r o n g  R e s o r a t i o n 

• Bennett’s Home Furnishings 

• Bonivan Windows • Cambria 

• Charlotte Paint & Wallpaper 

• Chemong Custom Sewing 

• Davin Orde Custom Carpentry 

• Jamie Condon • Kawartha 

S t a i r  &  R a i l  L t d .  •  K i t c h e n 

Cabinet Solutions • Knock On 

Wood •  Monaghan Lumber 

Specialties • My Favourite Things 

• Peterborough Refrigeration 

Heating and Air Conditioning 

L i m i t e d  •  R o v a ’s  O u t d o o r 

Furnishings • TBS Plumbing Ltd. 

• Turco Tile Limited

Karen chose the appliances, cupboards, 
materials and colours for the kitchen 
backsplash and countertops. “I like the 
simplicity, the soft colour. I thought they 
never would be dated. I love the Cambria 
quartz countertop,” she says. Brenda 
contributed great ideas about how to make 
a small kitchen work. They relocated the 
refrigerator, shortened bulkheads above the 
cabinets and built a beverage centre with a 
wine cooler and coffee maker. Walls were 
painted with Benjamin Moore’s Silver Satin 
from Charlotte Paint & Wallpaper.

Builder Ralph Armstrong, owner of 
Armstrong Restoration, installed the new 
kitchen and backsplash. His renovations 
included built-in shelving in the family 
room, hardwood flooring, painting, trim 
and troubleshooting those taxing situations 
that arise when remodelling a home. “He 
was great. Whatever I wanted, he did,” says 
Karen. “Ralph is a very good finish carpenter,” 
says Dave. “If you’ve got a challenge, a tough 
situation, he can figure it out.”

Davin Orde Custom Carpentry 
renovated the living and dining rooms as well 
as the main entrance. Davin also installed new 
upstairs doors and hardwood.

Monaghan Lumber Specialties 
furnished interior doors, hardwood flooring, 

trim and building supplies while Turco 
Tile Limited supplied tiles. Kawartha 
Stair & Rail Ltd. enhanced the stairway 
to the second floor. TBS Plumbing Ltd. 
handled waterworks and Jamie Condon 
did the electrical tasks. Peterborough 
Refrigeration Heating and Air 
Conditioning Limited provided interior 
climate control.

Dave and Karen furnished their renovated 
space with items from Bennett’s Home 
Furnishings, Knock On Wood and My 
Favourite Things in Bobcaygeon.

For their dining room, they turned to a 
Fenelon Falls craftsman who transformed 
aged pine lumber into heritage tables for the 
Browns and for one of their two daughters. 
Originally intended as building material for 
a wooden boat, the pine planks had been 
stowed for years in the rafters of an old 
hunting camp, north of Havelock. The advent 
and popularity of aluminum boats eclipsed 
plans for a wooden boat so Dave decided to 
make use of the wood at home.

Karen loves interior design and has 
ideas for other changes. “But not for a little 
while. We’re going to take a little break 
from renovations right now,” as she sits 
back, enjoys and admires their latest mission 
accomplished.  OH

ABOVE: Soft shades of white and silver on 
walls and furniture create a calm oasis in the 
living room.
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