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TOP LEFT: Big red umbrellas offer protection from the sun in the leafy 
backyard. TOP AND BOTTOM RIGHT: Metal garden sculptures depict 
an angel, tulips and herons. ABOVE: Sharon Lawes with granddaughter 
Alexa and doggie Mia. Continued on page 39

“Surround yourself with 
the things you love,” is a 
favoured decorating rule. 
A life-sized papier-mâché 
baby elephant, ornamental 
masks, teddy bears and a 
multifarious art collection 
are, for Peterborough 
residents Ron and Sharon 
Lawes, a few of their much-
loved things. 

Born and raised in Peterborough, Ron and 
Sharon are real estate brokers. The husband 
and wife team operate Peterborough’s R.J.L. 
Realty Ltd. Brokerage. About 30 years ago, 
the home they live in today came to Sharon 
as a real estate listing. Back then, she sold the 
home to a designer. The new owners opened 
up the floor plan, added a cathedral ceiling and 
put their stamp on it, Sharon explains. When 
they decided to sell, the listing once again 
came to Sharon. “At the time, the market was 
slow, so we decided to buy it and we have lived 
here for about 23 years now.” When Ron and 
Sharon moved to the house both of their boys 
were all grown up. A glass etching hanging on 
the living room patio door and a framed sketch 
in the basement are reminders of their old 

home on Rubidge Street. “So we don’t move 
often,” Sharon says. “I like people moving, but 
we have quite a few antiques. This stuff is very 
heavy to move.” 

A private, country-style retreat, “with big 
city convenience,” the couple’s 2,200 sq. ft., 
Spanish-inspired brick bungalow is located 
in Peterborough’s west end. Set back on a 
large lot, about 205-feet deep by 85-feet wide, 
and surrounded by mature trees, shrubs and 
gardens, the house is barely visible from the 
road. “It is very private and quiet,” says Sharon. 
“We are so far back from the road. It is just our 
own little oasis back there.”

A long driveway stretches toward 
a two-car garage. Arches and a French 
courtyard beckon guests forward. Exterior 
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Screened and shaded by mature trees, the swimming 
pool makes Ron and Sharon Lawes’ backyard an 
inviting summer oasis.
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lantern-style lighting, walkways, gardens surrounded by weathered 
stone and vibrant, lush plants in large pots and urns restate the home’s 
Spanish style. Tiled stairs climb to an arcade where an oversize wreath, 
handcrafted by Sharon, greets visitors at the front door. 

Behind the door is truly a feast for the eyes. Chandeliers sparkle, 
an array of antique furniture stands on bow, claw and spindle legs 
and neutral walls display a melange of interesting paintings, prints 
and works of art. Large rectangular openings in a long wall that spans 
the middle of the main floor mimic the archways, let light flow in, and 
provide an open connection to adjoining living spaces. 

Eclectic and easy, the home is filled with treasures they have 
collected over the years from their travels and from auctions. Decorative 
eggs come from all over the world. From India, Turkey and local 
auctions, they have collected colourful, printed carpets. There is 
artwork from cruises, from Nepal and from such local artists as Sharon 
Taylor, Susan Fisher, George Raab, Don Frost and Howard Berry.

From an auction, they purchased large turquoise urns. “They 
were from Mrs. Cox’s auction,” says Sharon. “She had them shipped 
from China and now they are in our home’s hall entrance.” As for 
the papier-mâché baby elephant, it was a surprise birthday present 

TOP LEFT: Adorned with flowers from the garden, 
the ornate dining room suite was Sharon’s birthday 
present. MIDDLE LEFT: The Lawes’ home presents 
a Spanish style facade. BOTTOM LEFT: Sculpture, 
paintings and collectibles abound. ABOVE: Lord 
Ganesh, the elephant-headed Hindu god of good 
fortune, presides over the living room art collection. 
Bought at an auction, the hand-carved wing back 
chairs came from Montreal. 

Continued on page 40
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from Ron. Sharon explains it was her birthday, 
and the day had gone by, and she didn’t think 
she was getting anything. “At the end of the 
day, the elephant arrived. It was a lovely 
surprise and it is very special,” says Sharon. 
Porcelain dolls and clowns, party masks and 
a brass good luck Ganesh are other quirky 
eclectibles at home here. 

What Sharon loves about the home is that 
everything needed for living is on the main 
floor. “My husband has a sight problem, so 
we took out the sunken living room area, and 
made it all one level,” says Sharon. Renovated 
over time, the home’s main level also includes a 
laundry area, two bedrooms, three bathrooms, 
a dining room, reading area and kitchen. Large, 
custom patio doors in the living room, master 
bedroom and dining room make the home 
bright and provide views to the outdoors. 

ABOVE, RIGHT: The kitchen was remodelled with 
stainless-steel appliances, maple cupboards, crown 
moulding and granite countertops from Delray Granite.  

Dark wooden cabinetry and light granite countertops from Delray 
Granite add sophistication to the large kitchen. Stainless steel and 
mirrors combine to make a unique backsplash. A whimsical, hand-
carved wooden mask Ron brought home from Playa del Carmen, a 
ceramic rooster that belonged to Sharon’s mother and artwork add 
visual intrigue and personality. An entrance from the nearby garage 
makes it easy to unload groceries.

A bustle chair and antique furniture give their master bedroom a 
cosy look and a nearby, spacious dressing room, which was formerly 
the home’s third bedroom, is a small splurge. A large five-by-eight-foot 
marble and glass walk-in shower steals the show in their en suite, 
recently renovated by David Miller of Project Studio. The room is 
modern and chic. Continued on page 42

In the reading area, custom-made 
bookshelves display masks, books 
and dolls the couple have collected.
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Outside, the Lawes replaced a small 
deck with one that runs the length of the 
house. With lots of room for sitting and 
barbecuing, the deck is a perfect perch to 
watch grandchildren playing mermaid in the 
pool, and to enjoy the gardens, the cooing of 
mourning doves and the flitting visits from 
hummingbirds. A fenced-in yard gives family 
canine Amelia, fondly nicknamed Mia, run 
of the place.  

Cascading stairs lead to an in-ground pool. 
Mirrors, statues, wall plaques, fountains and 
ornamental gargoyles, garden balls, great blue 
herons and fish decorate the lush gardens 
created by David Miller and maintained by 
Hubble Landscaping in Omemee.

Living with what they love, Ron and 
Sharon have created a truly unique and 
spectacular place. Together they have created 
a home that is eclectic and whimsical, artistic 
and sophisticated, and one that celebrates 
and showcases their interests and passion for 
travel, art, and history. “Our décor style is very 
eclectic and relaxed,” says Sharon. “It has to 
be your taste. You have to be comfortable. It is 
kind of a unique home.”  OH

Marble covers the floor and walls of 
the glass-panelled shower in the en 
suite. BELOW: A vaulted ceiling and 
a large sliding patio door make the 
master bedroom spacious.

689 Crown Drive Unit A, Peterborough
705.743.1299

Locally Owned Since 2000

Specializing in custom kitchen design and 
installation for every lifestyle & budget.

www.kitchencabinetsolutions.com

705.740.3742 • 705.750.5726
sharonlawes@rjlrealty.com

RJL REALTY LTD
Brokerage

REAL ESTATE • MORTGAGES
POWER OF SALE • APPRAISALS

DEVELOPMENT • AUCTIONS

Serving Peterborough & The
Surrounding Area Since 1956

Sharon Lawes BROKER

RJL Realty Ltd. Brokerage

Providing excellent service and
Benjamin Moore Quality paint for 35 years.

Charlotte Paint & Wallpaper
451 George Street North, Peterborough

705.743.5742

Charlotte Paint
YOUR GO TO STORE
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