
TWHEN ANGÈLE AND JAMAL BAKSH BEGAN 
SHOPPING AROUND FOR COTTAGE BUILDERS, 
1867 CONFEDERATION LOG & TIMBER FRAME 
MADE THEIR SEARCH EASY.

in Kawartha
COASTAL CHIC

STORY WALTER FRANCZYK 
PHOTOGRAPHY SANDY MACKAY

The Baksh family had outgrown their three-bedroom cottage on 
Pigeon Lake. The couple knew what they wanted in a new lake 
house and when they relayed their ideas to Confederation’s sales 
rep Ritch Cameron, he understood exactly what they meant. 
Confederation’s principal designer Matt Reinwald turned these 
ideas into a sketch. “He sent us a picture of what it could look like and 
both my husband and I just fell in love with it,” says Angèle. “It was 
everything we wanted.” 

Confederation’s team listened carefully to the couple and 
accommodated the family’s every need. They enlarged bedrooms, 
installed in-floor heating, a loft above the main floor and extra linen 
closets. They built the home with the big windows that were Angèle’s 
priority. “They were really great,” she says. In their first meeting with 
Confederation, the log home manufacturer already had a builder, Steve 
Johnson of Cedarwylde Homes Inc., who had priced out his part of 
the project. “Confederation was very organized and very professional.” 

Continued on page 24

ABOVE: An open-tread staircase ascends to the loft. 
RIGHT: The custom-made, maple dinner table sits 
14 people. BOTTOM RIGHT: Timber frame trusses 
accent the gables. OPPOSITE: A modern kitchen with 
a large central island and plenty of seating serves 
Angèle and Jamal’s new cottage. Burke’s Kitchens 
and Bath created the custom blue-stained cabinetry. 

P ine logs dovetail 
at the corners.
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Born and raised in Northern Ontario, Angèle had always dreamed of 
owning a home on the water. She even bought a lot on Lake Nipissing, 
near North Bay, intending to build a house there. A bilingual teacher, 
she moved to work in Toronto where she met her future husband and 
soon sold her lot, using the money as a down payment on a home in the 
city. The north country’s allure never faded. The couple often enjoyed 
spending time with relatives on Pigeon Lake. As luck would have it, a 
nearby 50s-era cottage came on the market. “We just loved being on the 
lake, boating and all that kind of stuff. So when the cottage came up for 
sale, we jumped on it,” Angèle recalls. 

Jamal, chief financial officer for a public software company, says he 
hadn’t wanted to own a cottage. He had always thought it would be 
a lot of work and that weekend visits would become obligations. But 
when they got their own place on the lake, his thinking changed. “It 
was like, ‘Wow, this is different.’ I actually wanted to come up here,” he 
says. Sitting on the deck, looking out at the lake and trees, makes the 
stresses of work and city life distant memories, he explains. “It puts you 
in a whole different mindset.”

They loved the old cottage. “It was very 
cute and quaint,” says Angèle. But they have 
a large family and they like to entertain. 
When guests stayed overnight, their son 
Marcus had to sleep on the sofa. When they 
had a full house, daughter Bianka slept on 
the floor of her parents’ bedroom. After 
carefully considering the costs and logistics 
of renovating, they decided to tear the cottage 
down and start fresh with Confederation. 
“They were great to deal with,” Angèle says. 
“They delivered everything they promised. 
They were very efficient. They were easy.”

Built of pine logs and timbers, their new 
lake house was finished in time for Canada 
Day last year. It has five bedrooms, four 
bathrooms, a loft with a gym, a sauna and 
office. A large Napoleon fireplace warms the 
main-floor great room. On the ground floor, 
they furnished a second living room with a bar, 
pool table, dart board and walkout to the front 
yard and hot tub. 

RIGHT: Seated in a chair suspended near the bunk beds, Bianka tries the remote 
control for a bedroom television. BELOW: Lamps suspended from the ceiling 
help illuminate this bedroom. BOTTOM RIGHT: The ceiling, floor and wall of this 
shower are finished with river rock to lend the space a spa-like ambience. 

RIGHT: A Napoleon fireplace helps warm the 
main-floor great room. TOP RIGHT: In the loft, the 
well-equipped gym includes a sauna in the corner.

Continued on page 26

White 
pine clads 
the great 
room ceiling.
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TRIM •  DOORS •  HARDWOOD FLOORS •  HARDWARE •  WESTERN RED CEDAR •  PRESSURE TREATED 

COMPOSITE & PVC DECKING •  CAPE COD SIDING •  MAIBEC •  JAMES HARDIE •  EXTERIOR RAILING 

KV WINDOWS & DOORS •  LEPAGE MILLWORK •  MARTIN WINDOWS & DOORS

KING OF THE WOODS

2129 Davis Rd., Cavan Monaghan (Peterborough)

Toll Free: 1-800-354-3195

Phone: 705-742-9353

info@monaghanlumber.com

m o n a g h a n l u m b e r. c o m

Beyond the glass doors and windows 
downstairs, a Kawartha room, supplied by 
Sunspace by Nortech, has a tabletop 
fireplace surrounded by woven furniture, 
a luxurious spot in which to contemplate 
the lake. “When we have people up, it’s an 
entertainer’s paradise for us,” says Jamal. 
“It’s an oasis for me to come to on weekends. 
You sit out on the deck or in the Kawartha 
room and your mind just goes to a whole 
different place.”

The family enjoys cruising the lake aboard 
their large, well-powered pontoon boat with 
lots of room for children and guests. “We love 
the water,” says Jamal. They have a furnished 
deck on their dock and a unique glass-sided 
deck atop their boathouse. At night, the 
boathouse glass, like the glass railings 
surrounding the cottage deck, glow softly 
with blue LED lighting. Continued on page 28

In the ground floor living room, 
a stone backsplash and dark 
cabinetry give the bar a rustic 
appeal. BELOW: Just steps from 
the bar is a pool table, dart board 
and comfy seating – a great place 
to spend rainy days at the cottage.

Natural elements were essential in 
designing the visual aesthetics of the cottage, 
Angèle says. “It was very important to have the 
wood, the stone and wrought iron. I want that 
feeling of being away at a retreat – that you’re 
away from the city in a lake environment.” 
A nautical theme expresses her love of the 
ocean and the beach.

For the kitchen, she chose Nile Blue 
granite countertops from Stoneworx and 
custom blue-stained cherry cabinetry built 
by Burke’s Kitchens and Bath. Their 
dinner table, large enough to sit 14 people, 
consists of two slabs of live edge maple, joined 
by an oversize metal zipper, custom-built 
by Patterson’s Furniture & Design. 
Hardwood floors are pre-finished, wire-
brushed engineered Hickory Bayou flooring 
from Monaghan Lumber Specialties.
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SOURCE GUIDE
• Burke’s Kitchens and Bath 

•  C a n y o n  S t o n e  C a n a d a 

•  Cedarwy lde  Homes  Inc . 

• 1867 Confederation Log & 

T imber Frame • Monaghan 

Lumber Specialties • Patterson’s 

Furniture & Design • Premier 

Smart Homes • Sunspace by 

Nortech • Tin Banger 4 Design 

• Wyatt Electric Ltd.

To create spa-like bathrooms, Angèle had the walls and ceilings in 
two showers finished in river rock. “It makes you feel like you’re part of 
nature when you’re having a shower,” she says. Two other showers are 
clad in tile that resembles wooden planks. To complete that feeling of a 
vacation retreat, each guest bedroom has two robes and slippers while 
bathrooms are furnished with all the toiletries and amenities guests 
might need. “We love having people over – sharing a weekend at the 
cottage by the lake with everyone,” she says.

Unlike the original cottage, this one is air conditioned for those 
sultry summer days. Derek Bolton of Tin Banger 4 Design, who 
installed the home’s heating and cooling, has provided excellent 
service, even at nine at night on a winter Friday night. “We call him if 
we have any questions or something’s not working properly and he’s 
there right away.” 

The owners also praise Kirk Kimble of Wyatt Electric Ltd. 
“His work was really impeccable,” says Angèle. “His employees were 
so respectful.” The Wyatt team used a lot of forethought to plan the 
electrical services and the location of switches and outlets, she says. 
“They thought everything through so that it made sense.” 

The couple consider the cottage a legacy for their children. “Not 
only did I want to provide them with the opportunity to grow up with 
their cousins, instead of being a family fragmented by distance and busy 
lives, I want to leave them with a place to come together as a family, 
with their spouses and children, long after I am gone,” says Angèle. 
“Hopefully, they will always see and feel the love I put into this cottage 
reflected in their gatherings there.”  OH

ABOVE: Flames dance in a table top fireplace in the Kawartha room at the front 
of the cottage. RIGHT: The glass-sided top deck of the boathouse makes a scenic 
lookout on Pigeon Lake, with the cottage in the background.

For Your In-Home Consultation, Please Call

705.748.3875
www.lakeshorehd.ca

“Lakeshore Designs is located at 2968 Lakefield Road,
just five minutes North of Peterborough”

COMMERCIAL  RESIDENTIAL  COTTAGE

Furniture and Home Decor 
Store

Open to the Public

UNIQUE • ORIGINAL • EXCEPTIONAL

164 Hunter Street West Peterborough
meta4gallery.ca

META4 Contemporary Craft Gallery
705.874.9444

An unrivalled selection 
from more than 120

Ontario artists.

Ask about our Gift Registry

NEW SHOWROOM A NEW FLOORING PRODUCTS
AMAZING SELECTION OF AREA RUGS A HUNTER DOUGLAS WINDOW COVERINGS

Cobourg
884 Division St.
905.372.9117

 Mannington Adura

From hardwood to laminate, vinyl, ceramic, natural stone, carpet and 
window coverings we have a large selection that will help you create that 
traditional, contemporary or modern space that you have always wanted.

www.sinesflooring.ca

Brighton
23 George St.
613.475.2764

Toll Free: 800.354.3091
sinesflooring@bellnet.ca
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