
JJacqueline and Dan like plenty of space, 
clean lines and ample light. That’s how 
they designed their new home just a few 
steps from Lake Ontario. “We wanted 
open concept, high ceilings and lots of 
windows,” says Jacqueline. “To be able to 
get as much light as possible into the house 
was a feature that was very important.” 

To achieve that goal, the couple designed their home with 10-foot 
ceilings and transoms over all windows and doors. The trey ceiling in 
their great room soars to 15 feet to accommodate expansive windows 
and high dormers that flood the living space with daylight. “We like 
the open feeling,” says Dan. “High ceilings to us are elegant. They create 
more light and a feeling of freedom and airiness.” 

Enhancing that elegance is linear grey ceramic tile covering the foyer 
floor. The same tile with a high-gloss finish surrounds an illuminated 
gas fireplace in the great room. At the centre of the ceiling, a polished 
stainless-steel fan slowly twirls. Solid hardwood flooring – three-
quarter-inch, grey-white, wire-brushed ash – stretches across the 
open-concept living area where a baby grand piano awaits Jacqueline’s 
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touch. Serene shades of grey and white colour the walls and ceiling. 
“You get a very warm, calm feeling when you walk into the home,” says 
Jacqueline. “That was very important to us.”

The couple chose Cobourg as the place for their new home so that 
Jacqueline could walk to work, says Dan. They wanted a bungalow so 
they could have their living space all on one level in the event of future 
mobility issues.

“We chose our builder very carefully,” Dan says. “We asked around 
for over a year.” While looking at other homes, some more than 20 years 
old, they were impressed with the quality and durability of houses built 
by Stalwood Homes. “When we first met with them we sensed their 
professionalism and their attention to detail,” he says. “They’re not in a 
rush. They do things properly. And if it takes time, it takes time. That 
was important to us.” During several meetings, Stalwood staff listened 
very carefully, paid attention and took notes. “It was great.”

OPPOSITE: The landscaped 
backyard of this new 
Cobourg bungalow, built by 
Stalwood Homes, is a serene 
oasis. LEFT: A 15-foot trey 
ceiling with a high dormer 
and lots of windows lend 
spacious ambience to the 
great room. BELOW: The 
classical notes of a baby 
grand piano can fill the 
open-concept living space 
with relaxing music. 

Continued on page 40
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Dan and Jacqueline knew what they wanted in a new home and 
wanted to be involved in the design. “We didn’t just want to stand back 
and watch the whole thing,” says Dan. They rented a place nearby and 
during construction were able to regularly watch the work, check on 
the progress and promptly answer any questions from trades people.

“They did an outstanding job,” says Dan. “We’re very impressed 
with the quality,” he says. Jacqueline describes Stalwood’s work 
as exceptional.

Their kitchen, developed with Tracy McFarlane of Home 
Hardware Building Centre Cobourg, is one of Jacqueline’s favourite 
spots. She and Dan like to cook together. They enjoy being innovative and 
know each other’s kitchen habits well. So, they wanted space, a work 
area that flows, and all the equipment that helps make cooking a pleasure: 

white quartz countertops, composite granite sinks, sensor faucets, a 
Bosch warming drawer, gas cooktop and even a disappearing towel rack. 
Joice Sweanor supplied the appliances. Gleaming white cabinets with 
metal edged doors, from Elmwood Fine Custom Cabinetry, provide lots 
of storage. A cabinet above the refrigerator opens to reveal a television to 
watch while having breakfast or preparing meals. Leather-topped stools 
from Urban Loft line up at the dining bar. 

“We planned the kitchen very carefully,” says Dan. “When designing 
and building a new home, you start with a clean slate, which we 
found empowering and invigorating. Making so many decisions can 
be overwhelming to some, however, we embraced it and enjoyed 

the process of choosing everything and working with people to 
meet our goals.”

Windows overlooking the manicured backyard border the dining 
room on three sides. “The morning is a very nice time of day, particularly 
in the summer,” says Jacqueline. “That’s when we sit in the dining room, 
have our coffee and watch what’s going on outside with the birds and 
the animals.” Wentworth Landscapes sculpted and planted the 
yard with ornamental grass, colourful shrubs, hydrangeas and trees 
surrounding a large patio. A square cantilever umbrella shades a woven 
couch and armchairs. The back porch holds a stainless steel grill and 
matching wicker armchairs.

RIGHT: Rimmed by 
windows on three sides, 
the dining room is a 
favourite spot for morning 
coffee. Window blinds 
are adjustable, top and 
bottom. BELOW LEFT: A 
Lighting Interiors & More 
chandelier illuminates 
the home entrance, 
furnished with a console 
table that Dan made. 
MIDDLE: Windows in 
the den overlook Lake 
Ontario. RIGHT: The 
laundry room, between 
the master bedroom and 
en suite, is equipped 
with lots of counter 
space. OPPOSITE: 
White cabinetry, quartz 
countertops and a grey 
ceramic backsplash 
give the large kitchen a 
pristine look. 

Cupboard doors open to reveal a f lat-
screen television above the refrigerator.

Continued on page 42
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In the master suite, french doors with textured glass open to a 
laundry room with wide counters. The en suite replicates the home’s 
linear look with bold stripes of black and grey ceramic tiles in the large 
glassed shower. Alga white floor tiles, sourced from Floortrends, 
support a white vessel tub, bathed in the natural light of high windows. 
In-floor heating, a brushed nickel tub filler, and heated towel racks 
complete the creature comforts.

At the other end of the home, a mudroom, tiled with African Silver 
Rhino ceramic slabs, connects the garage with the house. His-and-her 
closets store outdoor clothing and gear. Down the hall are a guest 
bedroom and another bedroom converted into an office for Jacqueline. 
Near the front door is a den with a coffered ceiling and windows 
overlooking the lake. It’s a nice place to sit in the evening to enjoy the 
view and peacefulness of the neighbourhood. The den is a work in 
progress. A woodworking hobbyist with a shop in the basement, Dan 
plans to furnish the den with a daybed and flanking bookcases. He built 
a wall of large storage cabinets for their very ship-shape garage and 
intends to finish the basement with a kitchenette and vanity for the 
downstairs bathroom.

The couple appreciates the calm pace of life in Cobourg. “We enjoy 
the serenity of the community. We prefer things quiet,” says Dan. It’s 
why they chose to build on a cul-de-sac on the edge of town, across the 
street from the lake. “I love the house,” says Jacqueline. “I love the feel, 
the openness and the elegant modern look.”  OH
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ABOVE LEFT: Bathers can enjoy a view of Lake Ontario from the vessel tub in the 
en suite. Heated towel racks are a welcome comfort in the winter. ABOVE RIGHT: 
Shades of grey and white help make the master bedroom a relaxing space. LEFT: 
Stalwood Homes installed a desk and cabinetry to transform one of the bedrooms 
into a modern and efficient home office.
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