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A LUXE REDESIGN TAKES THIS HOME
FROM BLAND TO BRILLIANT.
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Just inside the front door, the living 
room provides immediate comfort. 
It’s like stepping into a boutique 
hotel. LEFT: A blend of old and new 
elements revitalizes the dining room.
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The team approached each step of the 
process by meeting their clients often and 
presenting plans as each layer of the design 
unfolded. “We started by coming up with 
a functional layout for the kitchen and 
family room. Those were the two rooms 
that needed the most attention in terms of 
improving the flow and functionality of the 
space,” says Shimonov. The kitchen footprint 
was small and lacked storage, and the family 
room was unwelcoming and uncomfortable. 

The homeowners wanted a design with 
an upscale, hotel chic vibe that still allowed 
them to maintain a relaxed, casual lifestyle. 

Keeping that vision in mind, the designers 
incorporated finishes that were elegant yet 
casual and durable.

The front entryway opens to a 
dramatic living room, where Niche gave 
the space a stylish and edgy makeover. A 
monochromatic palette of black, white and 
grey creates an interesting yet bold space 
for entertaining. Black and white artwork 
provides vivid contrast to the deep charcoal 
furnishings. A graphic rug adds movement 
and hints of metal add shine. Wood end 
tables and a sumptuous slipper chair tie into 
the earthier elements in adjoining rooms. 

When the homeowners of this Richmond 
Hill home first decided to enlist the help 
of a designer, they wanted to trade in the 
bland aesthetic of their suburban home for 
a modern design that reflected their family’s 
changing needs.

With the help of Jean Bisnaire, owner 
and principal designer of Niche Decor and 
designer Elisse Shimonov, they reconfigured 
the style and layout of the main floor to create 
a beautiful, functional living space. For over 
20 years, Bisnaire and his team have provided 
a full range of design and décor services 

to create distinctive, welcoming spaces 
that reflect their clients’ personalities and 
lifestyles. Every home has a story to tell, and 
Bisnaire’s motto is “We are our client’s ghost 
writer, they tell their story while we help 
them write it.” 

With the story turned to a fresh new page, 
Bisnaire focused on the kitchen redesign, 
the fireplace feature wall and plans for the 
master en suite renovation, while Shimonov 
honed in on selecting the final touches and 
finishes, from colours to furnishings and 
decorative accents. 

How do you create 
a luxe living space 
that appeals to your 
personal sense of style 
but still allows for the 
adventures of family life? 
Call in the designers.

ABOVE: Oversize 
brass hardware 
and a chevron 
backsplash add 
drama to the 
kitchen. The 
deep blue island 
adds contrast.

BELOW LEFT: 
Brass tones on the 
pendant lights add a 
more formal touch. 
BELOW: The chairs 
in the eat-in kitchen 
are similar to the 
dining room seating, 
tying the two rooms 
together. BOTTOM 
LEFT: Fine cabinet 
details add to the clean 
white kitchen.

Continued on page 38

ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 1 8   |  3534  |  ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 1 8

feature



“WE ARE OUR CLIENT’S GHOST 
WRITER, THEY TELL THEIR STORY 
WHILE WE HELP THEM WRITE IT.”

The family room does not sacrifice style 
or comfort for durability. Here, glass, 
textiles and metal, together, create 
glamour with longevity.
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In the dining room, the homeowners 
wanted to incorporate their original table, 
buffet and chandelier. To maintain the design’s 
seamless flow, Niche updated the wall colour, 
added panelling and incorporated a new area 
rug, window coverings and chairs. Here, the 
grey and black carries into the artwork, while 
the wood legs on the new modern chairs blend 
effortlessly with the existing furnishings. Brass 
tones in the chandelier pick up on the tones 
throughout the rest of the main floor, and the 
millwork provides a lovely contrast. The family 
entertains often, so dark sheers and drapery 
panels were incorporated in the living and 
dining room to lend a moody, romantic feel.

At the front of the home, wall mouldings 
were added to the circular stairwell for depth 
and dimension. With the staircase situated 
close to the entry of the home, Shimonov 
chose dark, droplet-shaped lighting to create a 
visual impact and emphasize the beauty of the 
staircase upon entering the space.

Tucked to the side, the powder room was 
made pretty with grey patterned wallpaper. A 
vessel sink with wall-mounted black fixtures 
from Ensuite Showroom add architectural 
interest. A crystal chandelier adds sparkle. 

The staircase sweeps to the upper level, 
where the master en suite was transformed 
from tired and outdated to fresh and fabulous. 
A basket weave tile adds contrast to the crisp 
white space. Warm walnut adds an organic, 
spa-like feel, and a glass shower enclosure helps 
maintain the spaciousness. 

ABOVE: A show-stopping light fixture emphasizes the drama of 
the two-storey circular staircase. RIGHT: A marble ledge and wall 
mounted fixtures elevate the feel of the powder room.

Continued on page 40
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Downstairs in the family room, the 
homeowners wanted a comfortable seating area 
that would accommodate their large family. 
Niche designed a custom L-shape sectional to 
suit their needs. The fireplace, now a beautiful 
focal point, was transformed with a floor-
to-ceiling Stucco Antico treatment, a linear 
fireplace and an integrated television. Hints of 
indigo in the accessories and an area rug from 
Elte add warmth. Warm metals in the lighting 
and furnishings bring a modern touch while 
an interesting wood coffee table grounds the 
space and connects the living room to the rest 
of the home. Several of the lighting pieces were 
sourced from Universal Lighting.

The window coverings throughout were 
custom made with fabrics selected to create 
harmony in each room. In the kitchen and 
family room, two-tone stationary panels add 
interest to simple grey sheer roman blinds. 

The completed kitchen renovation created 
one large open-concept space at the back of 
the home. A large island in a contrasting deep 
blue hue creates a visual distinction between 
the kitchen and family room, and grounds the 
white cabinetry. Brass hardware and lighting 
accents were incorporated to add to the chic 
hotel feel. A marble backsplash in a chevron 
pattern carries in the grey tones and adds 
texture. Mid-mod-style wood stools create a 
versatile seating area and connect the kitchen 
to the warmer tone throughout the main floor. 

The breakfast area is light and airy with a 
white marble oval dining table. Tucked into 
a corner of the kitchen, a small nook with an 
integrated desk area is a great space to keep 
things organized.

The redesign mixes modern and 
transitional elements for an effortless chic 
feel, where fancy and decorative are cast 
aside for clean and streamlined. Patterns 
and subtle colours create texture. Lighting 
creates a statement without overpowering 
the rooms. The entire effect is contemporary 
and understated, yet still a calm and soothing 
space for the family to come home to.  OH

BELOW: An oversize shower runs the depth of the en suite and 
maximizes the space and layout. BOTTOM: The addition of wood is 
a welcome contrast against the fresh white tile. RIGHT: A tile inlay on 
the floor provides dimension.

Fabulous furniture & decor on consignment 
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