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ABOVE: This covered 
porch was a big selling 
feature for Dee. LEFT: 
The homeowners’ love 
for colour is evident 
right from the front 
door. OPPOSITE: Who 
needs a cottage when 
you have these views in 
your front yard?  

E
Their handsome farmhouse sits about as close to the bridge as you 
can get. They can hear buggies and horses clip-clopping across the 
bridge and their covered porch has a stunning view of the Grand River 
flowing underneath it.

“There’s something special about living with Canadian and Ontario 
history in your front yard,” says Dee.

The bridge itself was built in 1881. In about 1890, the buildings at the 
mouth of the bridge – now Dee’s home, garage and gift shop, The Olde 
Bridge Place – were constructed. They’ve all gone through many 
iterations since then. 

Every year, thousands of visitors travel to 
West Montrose to visit its famous Kissing 
Bridge, the last wooden covered bridge in 
the province and the oldest covered bridge 
in Canada. Dee Brun and her family just 
have to look out their windows.

Continued on page 27
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“When we bought it, it was a B & B,” 
explains Dee. “This was a weird home to try to 
make into a B & B, though!” she laughs.

First things first: the exit signs came 
down and doors that were masquerading 
as windows were embraced, not hidden. 
Dee and her husband ripped down crown 
moulding and the thick heavy curtains on the 
windows so they could actually see out to 
their gorgeous yard.

Next, they started uncovering things 
by accident: railings buried in the walls at 
the front entrance, for example. They also 
removed a half-wall in the dining room to 

open up the space and redid the powder 
and laundry rooms.

The roof needed replacing so they had 
Radiant Roofing & Garage install 
Enviroshake, the eco-friendly composite 
that looks like cedar shake, which suits the 
style of the home.

Dee prioritized the creation of an extra-
deep pantry, and Bricon Contracting helped 
her rejig the main-floor layout and borrow 
space from the laundry room and closet to 
create the storage she was looking for. Finally, 
their home was starting to take shape – from a 
very business-like space to a family home.

Continued on page 29

“The character of Dee’s home is 
outstanding and her renovation was in 
keeping with the style that has existed 
at the edge of the bridge for so long.”

ABOVE: Homeowner Dee Brun opted for a casual 
beachy style in her riverside home. LEFT: Outdoor 
curtains, casual furniture and cosy accessories make 
this end of the covered porch the ideal spot to kick 
back with a good book or a fruity cocktail. FAR 
RIGHT: At the top of the stairs, a stained-glass panel 
depicting - surprise, surprise - the covered bridge is a 
unique feature the homeowners couldn’t part with. 
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Continued on page 30

“Everything about working with homeowner Dee Brun is fun, 
from her flair for all things pretty but with an edge to her vivacious 
personality. Working at the property was a treat in itself,” says 
Shannon Walls of Bricon Contracting. “The character of Dee’s 
home is outstanding and her renovation was in keeping with the 
style that has existed at the edge of the bridge for so long.”

Now, Dee and her family have lived in this home for about 
four years, after moving from downtown Kitchener. “We just 
wanted some breathing room,” she says. They saw this old 
farmhouse with the wraparound porch and fell in love.

“There’s just something about a covered porch,” says 
Dee. They also have a gazebo for al fresco entertaining – and 
entertaining is her specialty. An author, TV personality and 
cocktail enthusiast, Dee knows how to set a great table and 
pour a great drink.

BELOW: The walls may be grey and white but this space is anything but 
neutral. Dee’s not afraid of colour and she uses it well!

A pretty gal lery of eclectic items  
f il ls the wal l beside the stairs.

One of the first changes the homeowners made when they 
moved in was to tear down walls and open up the main 
floor. BOTTOM LEFT: A painted white brick fireplace, lots 
of throws and a variety of colours and textures make this 
living space extra cosy. BOTTOM RIGHT: A little bit beachy, 
a little bit country, the powder room is simple and classic.
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She designed her home, in part, to accommodate her many different 
projects and passions. 

The kitchen is an important space in the home, not just because it’s 
so centrally located and well-used by the whole family, but because Dee 
also uses it for work. She partly picked her beautiful white countertops 
from Blackstone Cabinetry Inc. with photography in mind.

Dee says she didn’t want everything in the kitchen to be too linear 
so she sought out some rounder shapes to soften the space, such as 
the oval dining table she designed and had Timber Barn construct, 
her new backsplash and the lights over the island (from Urban 
Lights). Similarly, Dee – who loves to be bold – selected a standout 
red Bertazzoni stove from TA Appliances & Barbecues to top off 
her kitchen reno.

“Dee’s finish selections blend beautifully in this new space. We love 
that the glorious outdoors stream in through the abundant windows. 
The view there is spectacular!” says Shannon. “I follow Dee on social 
media and always enjoy her early morning photos along the river’s edge. 
It makes me picture her absorbing that view with a cup of coffee from 
her fab new kitchen!” Continued on page 34

LEFT: Plates collected from thrift stores create an artful 
display above the kitchen table – including two featuring 
the covered bridge! ABOVE: The standout red stove 
makes a statement in the kitchen. OPPOSITE, TOP: This 
kitchen isn’t just a cook’s dream, it also looks right out to 
the Grand River and the covered bridge. BOTTOM: The 
main floor layout was altered in part to accommodate 
this deep pantry. Closed off with matching cabinet doors, 
it’s deceiving how deep it goes.

A loft door hides a handy bar 
area just off the dining space 
when it’s not in use, but slides 
open to reveal al l the ingredients 
for a great evening.
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This dining set had belonged 
to Dee’s husband before they 
were married. She refinished 
the chairs in an array of 
colour and pattern.

Cornerstone has offered Rowe and Robin Bruce sofas for many years, and they continue to be 
favourites of our customers. The variety of configurations and styles, plus the options of fabrics 
provide the ultimate customization. Many floor models are ready to be seen in our Toronto and 
Cambridge showrooms. We have the largest selection of sofas in Ontario; beautiful styles in 
many sizes that are perfect for your home, and more affordable than you expected.

TORONTO
2886 Dundas Street West  T 416 767 8170

CAMBRIDGE
90 Main Street  T 519 740 9991

cornerstonefurniture.ca /CornerstoneHome /CSHome

25 years 
in business

Items shown in photos may not be available. Check in-store for a huge selection of unique pieces.

CORNERSTONE’S
SUMMER SOFA SALE

Save up to 35% all in-stock 
Rowe and Robin Bruce sofas

Cornerstone-Our-Homes-June-2018-fullpage copy.pdf   1   2018-05-31   12:37 PM
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Around the corner from the kitchen, within reach of the dining 
area and living space, a sliding loft door pulls back to expose a 
built-in bar area.

One of the biggest perks of this property (aside from its proximity 
to a unique local landmark) is how close it is situated to everything a 
young family needs, yet it is still a wide country property.

“With little kids, you want people around,” says Dee. Other 
properties they visited were too far removed for their liking. Now they 
have the space they craved and are still only 10 minutes from Waterloo. 

Dee’s husband’s busiest season at work is in the summer, so a 
cottage doesn’t fit with their lifestyle. This home does double duty 
without the travel. Dee calls it the best of both worlds.

With a little bit of a cottage retreat in mind, Dee installed light 
flooring (from Zimmerman Custom Flooring in Elmira) and finishes 
that evoke a waterside retreat. “Even though we’re not at the beach, 
we are on the water,” says Dee, “and it’s absolutely our favourite place 
in the world.” 

Others may visit the storied covered bridge on day trips but Dee 
and her family are lucky enough to have right it in their front yard – and 
they appreciate the view every day.  OH

ABOVE: A winding path from the front of the home leads to this gazebo across 
the lawn. LEFT: It’s no wonder this property had been a B&B with its gorgeous 
yard and picturesque views. 

Monday-Friday 10-6, Saturday 10-5

519.208.4438
181 Park Street Waterloo, ON 
www.giftedwaterloo.com

Gifted Waterloo is your go-to store for unique, beautiful 
and practical gifts, home decor and paper goods in the 

Waterloo Region. We also proudly carry a number of 
locally handmade items. Stop in to see all the wonderful 

things we’ve filled our little shop with! 

GIFTS • HOME DECOR • PAPER GOODS & MORE

Creating a sight to be seen...
Family owned since 2013

YEAR ROUND 
PROPERTY SERVICES
Lawn Maintenance

Fertilization
Aeration/Rolling Mulch
Stonework & Interlock

...and more!519.575.1235
Tercerservices@hotmail.com

CUSTOM ARCHITECTURAL
& ARTISTIC GLASS

Kara’s Glass

519.570.7110
WWW.KARASTAINEDGLASS.CA

KARA@KARASTAINEDGLASS.CA

Before
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