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NNot all homes passed 
down from one 
generation to the next 
are historical. Some are 
just the perfect home 
on a perfect lot that 
are loved by different 
generations, like this 
Chicopee home owned 
by Suzanne Tait of 
Suzanne Tait Design. 

Suzanne’s parents built this home when 
the neighbourhood was first being 
developed in 1988. She was 13 years old and 
just getting into design, so she got involved 
in the whole process. She calls her interest 
in design and décor a passion she got at a 
young age from her mother.

LEFT: Part of what Suzanne Tait and her husband 
love so much about this property, which previously 
belonged to her parents, is its large backyard. A 
new pool and beautiful Hauser furniture bring it to 
the next level. BELOW: Homeowner and designer 
Suzanne Tait with her dogs, Major and Thor, sit at her 
new front entrance, featuring a custom door.

Continued on page 28
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When her parents decided to downsize, 
Suzanne and her husband Curtis knew they 
wanted to buy the home and update it to 
suit their needs. Suzanne had always loved 
the home and couldn’t imagine it not being 
in her family. 

Now, after about three years of renovations, 
including a significant three-storey addition 
to the back of the home, Suzanne, Curtis 
and their daughter Lauren can truly call this 
space their own.

“It’s a classic Cape Cod home,” says 
Suzanne. “We wanted to open it up and have 
more livable space.”

Suzanne achieved an elegant, farmhouse 
style by incorporating casual slip-covered 
furniture that’s both kid-friendly and dog-
friendly, since two small dogs – Major and 
Thor – also call this space home.

“I’ve always loved natural materials 
like linens,” says Suzanne. She layered 
textures everywhere, from different fabrics 
to practical elements for storage, such as 
baskets throughout. 

“We entertain a lot,” says Suzanne, whose 
open space includes lots of different zones for 
dinner parties, casual appetizers at the island, 
or cosy conversations around the fireplace in 

the family room – not to mention the backyard 
during nice weather. She welcomes all guests 
through her new custom-designed front door 
by Randy Pickles Home Team. 

After adding the extra space and 
reconfiguring the main floor layout to 
eliminate a formal dining room and create 
more casual living space, as well as an office 
for Curtis, Suzanne put down Canadian-
made wide-plank white oak hardwood 
flooring from Factory Flooring Carpet 
One Floor & Home. 

“I know how to design kitchens but I don’t 
work in them well,” laughs Suzanne, adding 

she’s not a great cook. But her kitchen sure 
shows like a cook’s space: all white cabinetry 
by Timber Barn, a pretty tile backsplash 
from Casa Bella Tile & Stone Inc., a deep 
farmhouse sink and beautiful appliances from 
TA Appliances & Barbecues pull together 
a space any foodie would be happy to have. 
After rejigging the space, Suzanne was also 
able to incorporate a deep pantry behind the 
kitchen, as well as a sweet little desk space 
where Lauren can do her homework.

Around the corner is a new laundry and 
mudroom, accessible from the garage. Suzanne 
selected countertops from Natural Stone 

Built-in cabinetry and a warm fireplace make 
this family room a cosy space just off the kitchen 
and dining area. RIGHT: French doors open to 
a main floor office just off the foyer. BOTTOM: 
The open-concept dining area looks out 
to the backyard.

Continued on page 32
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ABOVE: Suzanne created a conversation area in the open space between the 
kitchen and dining rooms. LEFT: Just off the kitchen, Suzanne has access to 
her pantry and this built-in desk space, where her daughter can do homework. 
BELOW AND OPPOSITE: Farmhouse accents and a black and white palette 
pull this kitchen together and make it one of the shining stars of the home 
after its transforming renovation. 
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City Inc. (where she also picked her kitchen counters), installed a new 
backsplash and built in storage so everything is kept neat and tidy. 

Outside is the latest pièce de résistance, a pool installed by Terry 
Howald Pools, which worked closely with Curtis to landscape the 
backyard oasis. A large covered deck fits lots of outdoor furniture and 
feels like a room of its own. Suzanne picked all of her favourite outdoor 
furniture pieces from Hauser.

Back inside, a beautiful wool carpet runner from Alexanian 
Carpet & Flooring leads upstairs to the master suite, which Suzanne 
decorated in a neutral palette. The en suite is inspired by “a little French 
hotel.” A Picasso self-portrait hangs above the soaker tub. It was one of 
Suzanne’s first art pieces: she found it at a garage sale and still loves it. 
“I talk to him when I’m in the bath,” she chuckles. 

Sliding french doors now open into a 
small room at the top of the stairs. 
This was a bedroom when 
Suzanne was growing up, 

Functionality rules 
in this laundry and 
mudroom, which 
is connected to 
the garage.

This covered porch is an extension of the indoor 
entertaining space. Suzanne has decorated it just as 
beautifully as the interior of her home. TOP RIGHT: 
A runner from Alexanian Carpet & Flooring leads 
upstairs to the bedrooms and Suzanne’s home office.

Continued on page 34
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but it makes the perfect space for her to spread out plans and create 
design schemes for her clients, so it has become her home office 
and design room. 

Down the hall, her childhood bedroom is now a guest bedroom 
and then Lauren’s bathroom and long and wide bedroom – the top tier 
of the three-storey addition – completes the top floor. Her bedroom 
is a pink dream, full of stuffies, books, dolls and toys. Built-in storage 
(by Gibson’s Home Furnishings, which also built the cabinetry in 
Curtis’s office) at one end of the room corrals her treasures.

Suzanne has loved this home and neighbourhood since she was 
young. Little could her parents have known that their influence and 
their willingness to let her help design it the first time around would 
lead to a career in interior design, let alone the redesign of this home for 
her own family.  OH

This small bedroom was transformed into a 
creative space where Suzanne can work on design 
plans for her clients and for herself. TOP LEFT: The 
master bedroom is calm and serene. TOP RIGHT: 
The sleek white master bath is traditional and 
beautiful. Picasso adds personal interest above the 
tub. RIGHT: Lauren’s room is sweet and pink and 
has plenty of spaces to stash all her goodies.
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