
The colour scheme for this 
main-floor reno was inspired 
by sepia-toned photographs. 
RIGHT: Favourite pieces need 
not go by the wayside just for 
a redesign: mementos and 
keepsakes find a home on a 
tall bookshelf here.

STORY ADRIENNE BROWN 
PHOTOGRAPHY JASON HARTOG 
FLOWERS HIWAY FLOWERS

Striking photographs and 
artful images often serve 
as easy inspiration for 
interior design. In the case 
of this home, it wasn’t a 
specific photo that inspired 
the décor scheme, but a 
style and colour: rich, red-
brown sepia. Continued on page 44

SEPIA
DREAMING

IN

ourhomes   H O L I D A Y / W I N T E R  2 0 1 7 / 1 8   |  4342  |  ourhomes   H O L I D A Y / W I N T E R  2 0 1 7 / 1 8

feature



W angles to start. “Because it’s a townhome, being so narrow, I wanted 
to open up the space and make it feel larger,” says Jennifer. “There is 
actually so much square footage with all the levels.” 

The kitchen got an overhaul. Jennifer redesigned the cabinetry 
and had Grand River Granite install fresh Alaska White granite 
countertops. New stainless steel appliances were purchased through 
Jonas Appliances. 

They also altered the layout and functionality slightly. Instead of 
an eat-in kitchen area immediately beside the dining room, Jennifer 

ASK A DESIGNER
Jennifer Does, owner of JenniDoesDesigns, 
helps us understand how she approached this 
small space redesign that’s big on style:

OUR HOMES: What makes the most impact 
in a redesign?
JENNIFER DOES: It can be different for every 
space, but if I had to choose three, I would say 
paint, lighting and window treatments. In this 
space it was definitely a whole package of all 
three with furniture, stained flooring and décor 
for the overall effect.

OH: How do you maximize every square inch 
when designing a small space?
JD: This is a funny question because by 
minimizing, you will maximize the space! 
Declutter and leave negative space such as gaps 
in between furniture so you can see the walls, 
for example, then take the storage up in height. 
This space had an eat-in kitchen right beside the 
dining room. We let that go and added a custom 
pantry area instead. This left an open traffic flow 
to the deck and dining room. 

OH: What are some of your favourite ways to 
dress up a space for the holidays?
JD: I love matching the holiday décor to my 
room. Rather than everything red try using a 
colour that accents your space! Here, a soft 
blush looks beautiful. I also love bringing 
the outside in! Use a wreath or branches of 
evergreen inside. 

When Jennifer Does met with a client who told her she had been 
thinking about sepia photographs and wanted that to be the jumping-
off point for her main-floor renovation, Does didn’t even bat an eye. The 
colour scheme isn’t a typical one, but it works beautifully.

Does, who owns JenniDoesDesigns, came in and redesigned 
this Cambridge townhome’s main floor: the kitchen, dining and living 
spaces, as well as the ground level powder room and foyer.

First, the flowered wallpaper and golden oak had to go. The home, 
built in the ’90s, was starting to become quite outdated in terms of 

style. “All the trim was really wimpy and small so we replaced that,” 
says Jennifer as an example. 

“The homeowner is very traditional,” says Jennifer. “She wanted to 
modernize but still keep some of her sentimental pieces.” A bookcase at 
the top of the stairs corrals special photographs, books and mementos. 
Sentimental and favourite items were mixed with new accent pieces to 
complete the décor. 

As for modernizing, Jennifer swapped out curves and flowers for a 
more linear style. She selected furniture with straight lines and right 

Two steps separate the living room from the dining room 
and kitchen, which is a natural break, but the colour scheme 
continues between both because they are so close. They’re 
the only rooms on this level of the tall townhome.

Designer Jennifer DoesContinued on page 46
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LEFT: The layout in this part of the kitchen didn’t change, but the design 
did. Even the cabinetry hardware is now square and sparkly to match the 
space. BELOW: A movable kitchen cart beside the patio doors doesn’t 
take up too much space in front of the new built-in pantry storage. 
OPPOSITE: The homeowner was looking to modernize her space while still 
incorporating pieces she already had. An abundance of florals is narrowed 
down to carefully selected art and centrepieces.

designed a built-in pantry with plenty of storage instead. The 
homeowner is also an avid baker, so a mini convection oven built into 
the wall is the cherry on top for her. 

Underfoot, Jennifer and the homeowner picked Appalachian 
hardwood flooring (maple stained in a walnut colour) from 
Flooring Plus. 

Jennifer and her husband, Shane Standeven of FW Painting and 
Carpentry, collaborated on the head contracting. Jennifer took care of 
all of the design and décor choices and Shane personally installed the 
kitchen and customized the new pantry, installed crown moulding, 
restained and refinished the staircase and railings, built and installed 
custom square medallions and installed new baseboards. They called on 
Red Road Interiors for repainting in their new sepia colour scheme.

New chandeliers from The Lighting Shoppe (installed by 
Medley Electric) are the final piece of the puzzle. Jennifer designed 

Continued on page 48
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ABOVE: Feminine details abound in the master bedroom, which is on the very top 
floor. TOP RIGHT: Jennifer redesigned the powder room as well, which is across 
from the home office. RIGHT: Two more bedrooms are on the third level of the 
home, above the new dining and living spaces.

custom square medallions for the ceiling to tie the two rooms together 
and help line up the fixtures, which had previously been offset. “These 
lights really pull in the square and linear repetition,” says Jennifer.

Blinds and window treatments were a priority for Jennifer as well. 
She says they can completely transform a space. She changed the 
kitchen window treatments to define the space from the living room 
and give it its own flavour. 

Double doors from the kitchen walk out to a small deck over 
the garage. 

Once she had the basics down – lighting, window treatments and 
furniture – the rest fell into place. “You can dress around that any way 
you want to and the room would still look amazing,” says Jennifer – 
black and white, technicolour or sepia.  OH
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Like Us on Facebook!

Jenni Does Designs is an award winning, creative, hip, knowledgeable 
and always friendly, full service interior decorating company serving 

the Cambridge, Kitchener and Waterloo area for over 8 years!

519.501.9031
www.jennidoesdesigns.com

COLOUR  •  DECOR  •  BLINDS  •  DRAPERY  
RENOS  •  SPACE PLANNING  •  3D RENDERINGS

Winner of  Two 2016 KW Readers Choice Awards! 
• Diamond - Interior Decorating 

• Gold - Favourite Retail Blind Store
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