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This great room once had three 
tall arches looking up to the 
hall above but homeowners 
Lisa and Raphael Jankowski 
borrowed from one end to 
create more bedroom spaces 
upstairs. LEFT: A chandelier in 
the foyer immediately sets the 
tone for the classic, romantic 
décor style carried across this 
whole home.
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SSome house hunters look at a home 
and ask whether it suits their family. Some look at a home 
and, if they love it enough, ask themselves how they can 
make it work for their needs. Kitchener’s Lisa and Raphael 
Jankowski fall into the latter category. They’re the perfect 
example of how any home can be made to work for any 
family, as long as you love it enough and have the right vision. 

Originally built in 1996 for a family with one child, 
the Jankowskis fell in love with this Hidden Valley 
Estates property and its views of the Grand River, which 
they describe as “stunning in all four seasons.” But the 
Jankowskis have three children, so they knew they would 
have to alter the floorplan to accommodate more bedrooms.

The existing architectural details wooed them, so they 
jumped in, lived in the basement during renovations, and 
made the home their own. Now they enjoy the cathedral 
ceilings, dormer windows, arches and decorative touches 
that first caught their eye as part of their transformed space 
designed to suit their family of five.

Working out how to change the layout ended up being 
fairly easy. They borrowed from the cathedral ceiling in 
the great room to create extra space upstairs without 
compromising the whole great room. It’s still open to the 
hallway above and features high ceilings over the main 
part of the room, where the sitting area and fireplace, 
with a marble surround by Stonex, are located. Robert 
Loebsack of Loebsack Custom Homes was the general 
contractor who helped the Jankowskis through all of 
their renovations. Continued on page 28

This formal dining space is connected to the kitchen by a servery and can be closed off from 
the foyer by french doors. The Jankowskis added wainscotting to complete the look they were 
after. OPPOSITE, TOP: While the homeowners updated almost every room with fresh paint 
and wallpaper, they kept the existing grasscloth on the walls in the den because it fit with their 
style. BOTTOM LEFT: A coffered ceiling helps define this piano room that was created when the 
homeowners added bedroom space above. It helps define the space as its own zone. BOTTOM 
RIGHT: Raphael and Lisa Jankowski transformed this home to work for their family of five.
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The Jankowskis created a piano room 
under the new bedrooms, a separate zone 
easily defined by the new coffered ceiling. 
“This has become an entrance way of sorts 
to our great room,” says Lisa. “Like all the 
changes we made, this piano room looks 
like it has always been there. This was 
important to us – that all the changes we 
made were in keeping with the home.” The 
Jankowskis only made alterations they felt 
were natural to the home’s aesthetic. 

The great room still stuns and 
works beautifully for entertaining. Lisa 
handpicked décor she thought would bring 
every space together, such as the gold leaf 
end tables in the great room, along with 
a wool rug with silk accents, both from 

Cornerstone Home. The great room 
is situated between the den, where Lisa 
says the family spends most of its free time 
together, and the kitchen – the hub of their 
home where they eat, keep their family 
calendar and organize their days. A room 
off the kitchen serves as a craft room where 
their three girls can get messy and creative 
and do their homework.

The rest of the home branches out 
from the great room; the kitchen and 
den flank it on either side. It’s in these 
three rooms where the family spends 
most of its time, so it’s only fitting 
that the great room acts as the heart 
of the home. Plus, it looks out onto the 
stunning view out back.

ABOVE: Stained glass panels from 
Kara’s Stained Glass top off this 
beautiful, fresh white kitchen. The 
door leads through to an art and 
homework space for the three 
Jankowski girls. TOP RIGHT: Lisa says 
she had a vision for this eat-in kitchen 
and she achieved it by finding just the 
right furniture to fit in the bay window 
overlooking the backyard. RIGHT: The 
home’s expansive backyard looks like 
it goes on forever. The Grand River is 
visible in the distance. MIDDLE: The 
servery between the kitchen and the 
dining room is the perfect storage 
space. FAR RIGHT: Lisa printed the 
sheet music for her favourite song, 
which she had taught one of her 
daughters, and they stained the 
papers with tea to create the artwork 
above the kitchen’s wine stand.

Continued on page 31
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“I was born and raised on a farm,” 
says Lisa. “My husband wanted to be in 
the city – so this property was a perfect 
compromise.” The tiered backyard will 
allow the Jankowskis to install a pool 
on the top tier and still have lots of 
open space below for free play, although 
the girls have big dreams for the space 
– one hopes for a tennis court, another 
has visions of a skating rink.

Either way, the valley below their 
yard adds to the tranquility. Lisa 
describes the quiet in her backyard “like 
being in the country within the city.”

The dining room is behind the great 

room just off the foyer. A separate 
staircase past the servery, in addition 
to one at the foyer, leads upstairs from 
behind the dining room where Lisa has 
installed a gallery wall of family photos. 

Upstairs, the girls each have their 
own sweet bedrooms in different 
colours. A smaller guest bedroom and 
bath was converted to a home office 
with a built-in desk and cabinetry. The 
Jankowskis had Karen Derksen of 
Kara’s Stained Glass create custom 
glass panels for the double doors, as 
well as other door inserts and transoms 
across the home. Continued on page 32

RIGHT: Pretty in pink! “We kind of went with 
the princess theme,” laughs Lisa about the 
girls’ bedrooms. BELOW: Tea, anyone? Sweet 
setups like this canopied corner make each girl’s 
bedroom special. BOTTOM LEFT: Even the 
shared bathroom for the two younger girls is 
decked out in sparkles and shine, just the right 
fit for little princesses. BOTTOM RIGHT: This 
sweet blue and pink bedroom sits in what was 
formerly the third arch in the great room – the 
window now creates a great reading nook for the 
Jankowskis’ youngest daughter. 

ABOVE: The 
Jankowskis’ eldest 
daughter has her own 
perfect purple suite 
in the hue of the year. 
LEFT: Lisa says she 
always reminds her 
daughter how lucky she 
is to have such a special 
space, including this 
pretty dressing table in 
her bathroom. RIGHT: 
Lisa selected the same 
wallpaper in three 
different colours for her 
girls’ rooms and used it 
as a jumping off point 
for each space. 
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519.571.8929 • www.silkroadcarpets.com • 428 Gage Ave., Unit One, Kitchener

TRIBAL • CONTEMPORARY • CLASSIC & MODERN RUGS

Our Afghan Rug Project 
We focus on highly skilled weavers, especially women, whose families thrive when a circle spanning half the world is completed and buyers in 
the West enjoy these rugs. Our project is providing fulfilling jobs for hundreds of weaving families. These village weavers put their hearts into 

their labors, and we feel this in the beauty their rugs bring into our lives.

Services: Professional Hand-Washing of All Types of Rugs • Cleaning techniques are chosen based on the rug’s type, condition and dyes. 
We Trade & Buy •  Restorat ion •  Reweaving •  Appraisals  •  Repairs

Our Repeat Customers, Since 1987, are Proof of Our Excellent Service & Quality of Rugs.

As for the style, Lisa says the home’s 
timeless, romantic décor was inspired by her 
and Raphael’s honeymoon trip to France. 
“The romance of Paris is reflected in the many 
French accents throughout our home – from 
décor pieces to furniture and wallpaper,” she 
says. There is wallpaper (most purchased 
through Heer’s Paint and Décor) in 
several rooms in the home and Lisa says in 
many cases, it replaces the need for artwork. 
“We feel it adds depth and flair through the 
layering of different colours, patterns and 
texture,” she says. 

As part of their renovations, the 
Jankowskis also installed new maple 
flooring and replaced windows and doors. 
They stained all new cherry doors and trim 
to match the existing cherry tone that had 
occurred naturally over time in the home – all 
of the original cherry was naturally aged.

Continued on page 34

A gold faucet and 
hand les, as wel l as detail 
on the sink basin itself, 
made this a standout 
piece in the home Lisa 
says she just couldn’t 
bring herself to replace.

LEFT: This main-floor powder 
room was designed around 
the existing sink. Lisa chose 
wallpaper and a mirror 
to suit the style. BELOW: 
Chervin Kitchen & Bath Inc. 
built cabinetry for the office, 
including dummy doors under 
the angled ceiling to fill the 
space completely. Stained glass 
panels in the French doors (by 
Kara’s Stained Glass) let light 
in from the hallway even when 
the doors are closed.
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In the master suite, they converted two rooms into one spacious spa 
bathroom where the tub overlooks the valley. Lisa leaned towards peaceful 
and tranquil colours in this room along with quartz countertops, glass 
showers and custom mirrors from K-W Glass Systems.

So although this home was built for three, it’s now perfect for 
five – or 10, or 20, depending on the gathering – thanks to some clever 
renovations.  OH

SOURCE 
GUIDE

• Brian Aubie • Bob Gnay 

• Casa Bella Tile • Chervin 

Kitchens & Bath • Cornerstone 

Home • Erbsville Electric 

• Grand Valley Tile • Jantzi  

Plumbing • Kara’s Stained 

Glass • K-W Glass Systems 

• Loebsack Custom Homes 

• Heer’s Paint and Décor 

• Carlos Kovach • John 

Kuiper • Northfield Trim & 

Door • Ontario Table & Chair 

• PK Painting & Decorating 

Inc. • Gil Snyder • Stonex 

• Strassburger Tile Perfection

The Jankowskis opted 
for porcelain tiles over 
marble on the floor and 
in the shower for easier 
maintenance. They 
complemented it with 
Cambria quartz on the 
counters and for the shower 
bench and tub ledge. 
Mother-of-pearl accents top 
off the classic style, while a 
heated, fogless mirror in the 
shower adds functionality.

The master bedroom is tranquil 
and looks out over the same 
beautiful backyard and view of 
the Grand River as the great room 
on the main floor.

www.grandvalleytile.com

PORCELAIN • STONE • HARDWOOD • LAMINATE • MOSAIC • CORK • VINYL • CARPET

Visit Us At Our New Larger Location:
40 Alpine Court, Kitchener
Mon - Wed & Fri 8-6  • Thurs 8-8 • Sat 9-4

519.743.8300

info@grandvalleytile.com

 SALE
1
2
3

OPILL WS DUVETS & PADS MATTRESSES

Buy one item get 10% off, buy two get 15% off 

Buy three items and get 25% off 
your entire purchase
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