
Eventually, they decided to take a chance 
on a nearly 100-year-old triplex in Uptown 
Waterloo “that needed an extraordinary 
amount of help,” Leah describes. The three 
levels had been occupied by various tenants 
over the years, which is hard to envision after 
seeing the home’s incredible transformation. 
Self-described A-type personalities, both Tom 
and Leah went to work as soon as they put 
in their offer in the fall of 2017. By the time 
the sale closed three months later, design 

plans had been drawn up and their vision was 
coming to life.

That’s when the work really began. On 
top of full-time jobs, Tom and Leah put in 
countless hours fine-tuning the design, 
overseeing the renovation and sourcing 
optimal materials and finishes. They hired 
Covach Bros Inc. as their contractor, a 
custom renovation company with more than 
25 years of experience in Waterloo Region. 
“That’s what kept us sane throughout this 

process, having great people to work with,” Leah says. “We really liked 
working with them professionally and personally as well.”

The overhaul was so extensive that it was much like building 
a custom home without the simplicity of choosing from pre-made 
designs. Some of the rooms were inspired by past favourites, like a 
much-loved paint colour, while others were a straight duplication 
from Pinterest. What’s striking is how the entire space comes together 
in a way that’s both unique and stylish, all without the help of an 
interior designer or any personal experience in large-scale renovation. 
Fortunately, they had a qualified team of tradespeople in their corner.

The process took just over eight months and the results are a far cry 
from the aging tenant-occupied residence. The faded red brick exterior 
has been boldly painted in Benjamin Moore Polo Blue, accented 
by white trim and railings. As a testament to the home’s past, they’ve 
kept a few original touches, including the front door and some of the 
brick on an interior wall surrounding a small kitchen window. “It was 
important to us to keep original pieces of the house because it adds to 
the story of the home,” Leah explains.

Local artist Kelly Stanley, a friend of Tom and Leah’s, turned the
chalk-painted barn door separating the kitchen from the 
laundry room into a work of art. RIGHT: The new staircase by
Century Stairs Systems Inc. uses hand-scraped hickory to blend
with the home’s hardwood flooring. 

The modern kitchen is one of Tom and Leah’s
favourite spaces. Brass light fixtures work
beautifully with the two-toned cabinetry and
Caesarstone granite countertops. Original brick
surrounding a small kitchen window speaks to the
home’s history.

Continued on page 30
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The living area on the main floor has a mid-century modern vibe 
in both the furnishings and the built-in cabinetry with yellow glass 
fronts salvaged from the home’s past. Of course, there’s no missing the 
statement-making wallpaper. Visually captivating, the colourful, bold 
pattern works well against the neutral furnishings and Leah’s collection 
of orchids blooming in the window. “It’s polarizing,” she says. “You 
either love it or hate it.”

A good portion of that space revolves around the spacious kitchen 
with its 14-foot island topped with a Caesarstone granite counter by 
Cowie’s Custom Granite Inc. and sleek subway tile backsplash 
supplied by Tilemaster and installed by Backsplash Decor. 
Stunning lower cabinets are painted in Benjamin Moore Mallard 
Green and white uppers, brass light fixtures and stainless-steel 
appliances speak to Leah’s personal style – fun and modern with 
touches of vintage. Continued on page 34

The second-floor
landing is a tribute
to the fun-loving
homeowners’ sense
of style, from the
unique cabinet to
a sign dedicated
to their new street. 

The mango wood dining 
table from Cornerstone 
Home Interiors is both 
durable and stylish. 
ABOVE: Originally 
slated for a portion of 
the ceiling, the striking 
floral wallpaper in the 
mid-century modern 
living room is a great 
conversation starter. 
LEFT: The green velvet 
chair from Tom and Leah’s 
previous home anchors 
the space and adds to the 
vintage flair. 
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A claw-foot tub, 
discovered during the 
renovation, had been 
closed in with tile by a 
previous owner. Tom 
and Leah painted it a 
cheerful chartreuse.

 39 Northfield Drive West 
Waterloo,ON N2L 4E6
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KITCHENER
115 Bleams Rd.    519.893.5333
ti lemastercanada.com
Instagram: tilemastercanada

Architectural Design & Finishing

Design/Build by Mafcohouse

519.699.4529 
3575 Broadway Street, Hawkesville ON

www.homesteadwoodworks.ca

519.772.6937
87 Peel St., New Hamburg 
www.kathiejordandesign.com

519.900.2034
150 Victoria St. South, Kitchener

www.arthaus150.com

Mon - Fri 10am - 5pm | Sat -10am - 4pm | Sun - Closed

CUSTOM DRAPERY

UPHOLSTERY

ORIGINAL ART 

HOME DECOR & CONSULTING

CUSTOM PAINTING

CUSTOM FURNITURE   

ARCHITECTURAL SALVAGE

...and much more!

Interior Design

Vintage Retail Store

Two great stores with 
so much to offer...
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Though the kitchen with a walkout to a 
large deck is a natural space for entertaining, 
the home’s lower level takes it a step further. 
It has a much different feel from the rest of 
the house; Leah calls it “cabin industrial” with 
its brick fireplace and durable hand-scraped 
flooring that offers a more rustic feel. This is 
where friends and family can access the heated 
in-ground pool, installed by Precision Pools. 
A pocket door divides a basement bathroom 
and change room into two separate spaces – 
ideal for multiple guests – and a well-stocked 
bar holds Tom’s prized Scotch collection.

An antique treasure of sorts is one of 
the surprises on the second floor. Inside the 
master en suite is a claw-foot tub that Tom 
and Leah discovered during the renovation. 
It had been closed in with tile by a previous 
owner and has since been restored and painted 
a cheerful shade of chartreuse. 

LEFT: Shades of white and grey in the vanity and 
granite countertop are the perfect backdrop for 
floral-patterned tile and the chartreuse tub. 

Continued on page 36

Marley the cat finds a cosy spot in 
the master bedroom, where teal, 
brass and warm hickory hardwood 
create a welcome retreat. 

Innovation Meets Quality Craftsmanship

519.591.9063  |  covachbros.com
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Leah knows how to showcase colour and 
that’s apparent in the master bedroom where 
teal contrasts with hickory flooring that 
flows halfway up the wall. “Logan” interior 
doors by Northfield Trim & Door open into 
two guest bedrooms, a den and bathroom to 
complete the upstairs layout. 

“Living in Uptown Waterloo has been 
a dream come true for us,” says Leah. “The 
proximity to local restaurants, bars and fun 
events is exactly why we wanted to find our 
forever home in this location. The sense of 
community and pride in this neighbourhood is 
unbelievable.”  OH

LEFT: The lower level has a 
more rustic feel and is ideal 
for entertaining with a bar, 
separate bathroom and 
change room, fireplace and 
walkout to the in-ground pool. 
BELOW: The nature-inspired 
guest bedroom combines 
warm wood tones with shades 
of sky and clouds. BOTTOM 
LEFT: A pretty laundry room 
with geometric tile is home to 
a quirky cat clock, an ode to 
this feline-loving home.

www.WATERLOOMATTRESS.ca

Visit Our Showroom:

136 Dearborn Place, Waterloo

519.747.3729

You won’t stop smiling...

...when you’re on a Waterloo Mattress

We’ve recently expanded to a larger shop in downtown 
Galt… brimming with beautiful home + lifestyle 

products.  Stop in for a gift or something special for 
your home.  We’d love to meet you!

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

11 Ainsl ie Street South,  Cambridge, ON 

519.621.9237
www.theartofhome.ca
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