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Painted wood furniture and 
a pretty chandelier top off 
the rustic look in this dining 
space. It stays organized 
– like the rest of the house 
– with careful planning and 
lots of labelled baskets and 
containers.

The McGaheys made their 
own “fridge door” nook for 
displaying artwork in their 
dining area.WWhen a home is so decrepit 

and outdated it’s not working 
for anyone, there’s only one 
thing to do: move in and make 
it work exactly as you need it to 
for your own family. Continued on page 22
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DIY touches, like this cute 
wal l in the laundry room for 
lonely socks, give this home 
lots of personality.

foyer from the dining space and Cate replaced 
the glass with chalkboard she can use to 
display quotes or organize the family’s busy 
schedules and to-dos.

Cate and Matt have maximized the use of 
every square inch of their home. While storage 
space is hard to come by, they’ve organized 
everything beautifully and designated, labelled 
storage helps keep everything in its place.

“Design has always been a part of me,” says 
Cate, who recently became an art teacher. But 
she has long had a passion for art, art history 
and music, and spent time living in Paris – so 
design and décor are a natural interest. She 
admits to spending lots of time on Pinterest 
and trying many projects at home.

“Acting as a French immersion art teacher 
has allowed me to discover my passion for 
design,” she says.

It also explains much of the art in the 
home. Cate’s love for Europe is evident in 
paintings and art she bought in Paris, Rome 
and Prague, and pieces not from Europe are 
her own DIY creations. And, since the front 
of the fridge isn’t magnetic and can’t hold the 
kids’ arts and crafts, Cate created a special 
gallery space for them, too. In the corner of the 
dining room, she created an alternative: “The 
McGahey Fridge Door” proudly displays Lucy 
and Teddy’s latest and greatest works.

Similarly, both kids’ bedrooms have lines for hanging their 
masterpieces. At the end of the year, Cate takes photos of each piece 
and then clears them off to make room for new art. It’s an easy way to 
keep clutter at a minimum in the small bedrooms.

The first project Cate and Matt tackled was the fireplace in the 
living room. They wanted their home to have a distinct focal point and a 
bold Farrow & Ball wallpaper from The Timeless Materials Co. was 
the perfect way to start.

As for the home’s colour palette, Cate says she wanted the colours 
to graduate from dark in the front hall to medium and light as you 
move deeper into the house. She purchased some Farrow & Ball paints 
from The Timeless Materials Co. and some Benjamin Moore paint 

LEFT: White cabinetry and a stamped tin 
backsplash give an instant facelift in this kitchen. 
It feels fresh and new, although it will eventually 
be replaced by a larger, newer space. BELOW: 
This sliding door, which was the home’s original 
front door, divides the foyer from the dining area. 
Cate switches up the quote when she has time.  
BOTTOM: The upstairs laundry room, off the 
master bath, is fresh, clean and convenient. 

That’s what Cate and Matt McGahey did. Built in 1909, their 
Kitchener home has seen its fair share of ups and downs – but it’s in a 
definite upswing with these owners.

After purchasing the home, (which had been boarded up) four 
years ago, the McGaheys – Cate, Matt and their kids Lucy and Teddy – 
renovated and redecorated to add style and function. 

Luckily, both Cate and Matt are handy and love DIY projects.
For example, when they moved in, they found the home’s original 

front door in the basement. “It had about eight layers of paint on it,” 
says Cate. Matt refinished the door and it’s now one of the most unique 
and functional features in their home. It’s a sliding door that divides the 

Continued on page 24

ABOVE: Cate and Matt McGahey play with their kids, Lucy and Teddy, in front 
of their statement mantel. The kids have a play area in the front room. LEFT: A 
pocket door divides the foyer from the main living area. It’s flanked by a home bar 
the McGaheys created themselves with reclaimed furniture pieces. 
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from Heer’s Paint and Décor. Neil Whitelaw from Kitchener 
Waterloo Painters took care of the actual painting. 

Wood accessories, décor and furniture are consistent accents 
throughout the home, adding lots of texture. Cate and Matt sourced 
pine barnboard for their front-hall shoe rack, the pine display case 
above their mini bar plus lots of other small accents, all from The 
Timeless Materials Co. They also scoured the Aberfoyle Antique 
Market for accents like corbeils and picture frames.

When the McGaheys moved in, the kitchen, which is located at 
the very back of the home, was all golden oak cabinetry. While they 
plan on building an addition (featuring a whole new kitchen) on the 
back of their home soon, for now the couple has “put a little lipstick” 
on the kitchen. They painted the cabinets white, installed a white tin 
backsplash from Brian Greer’s Tin Ceilings and cleaned it up to 
make it fresh and modern.

Above that space, up a secondary back staircase, the master en 
suite was originally part of a bedroom. The McGaheys repurposed it 
to incorporate a laundry room and spacious en suite, amping up the 
style with a tile backsplash (to replace what was still pink!) from Casa 
Bella Tile & Stone Inc. They hired Westmount Craftsmen to take 
care of their shower renovation. 

Matt’s hockey memorabilia f inds 
a home in a special corner beside 
the mantel. As a former player 
and current coach, with a family 
history in the sport , hockey is an 
important part of his life.

ABOVE: The powder room is convenient off the main living space, where the 
family spends lots of time together. LEFT: Cate and Matt refinished these stairs 
themselves over a weekend when their kids were away and they could tackle a big 
job. OPPOSITE, TOP: After reconfiguring some of the rooms upstairs, Cate and 
Matt were able to accommodate the master bath they wanted, including both a 
tub and shower. BOTTOM: Some of Cate’s favourite art is gathered in a gallery 
wall in the master bedroom. 

Continued on page 26
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Kara’s Stained G lass created these beautiful 
custom transoms to top off each bedroom door. 

LEFT: Faux taxidermy adds extra fun to Teddy’s sweet bedroom. BELOW: 
Although not large, keeping things simple in black and white makes this spare 
room feel light and airy. BOTTOM: Lucy’s bedroom is pretty in pink, with an art 
wall displaying the Pablo Picasso quote “Every child is an artist.” 

When they moved in, there were gaping holes above each bedroom 
door, just begging for something special. Kara Derksen from Kara’s 
Stained Glass created beautiful bevelled transoms to fit the frames, 
letting light flow into the rooms.

The McGaheys also revamped their yard, updating the front porch 
and facade and installing a beautiful new walkway with materials 
from Ferrell Builders’ Supply Ltd. They purchased their aggregate 
and softscape materials from Creative Landscape Depot. They 
picked timeless furniture from Hauser’s Front Porch Collection for 

their patio and Cate hung up dreamy, breezy outdoor curtains, so 
the front porch feels like an extra living room in spring and summer. 
The reclaimed architectural pieces and wood around their door and 
reclaimed Douglas fir for their outdoor tabletop are from Artefacts 
Salvage & Design. 

When you have a passion for art, design and the skills to pull 
together amazing DIY projects, home renovations and updates never 
end. The McGaheys’ work isn’t yet done – but they’re thoroughly 
enjoying the process.  OH

  Consigning
 

 427 Speers Road, Oakville ON 289.837.3800 • 272 Ottawa Street N., Hamilton ON 905.543.8000   
 40 Engelhard Drive, Aurora ON 905.503.9400  •  1436 Victoria St. N., Kitchener ON 226.647.4777

fabulous home furnishings 
and decor

The largesT chain of consignmenT sTores in onTario, wiTh pickup and delivery ThroughouT The gTa

New storeein Kitchener

shop, sell or both At The Millionaire’s Daughter we specialize in marketing your mid-high end furniture! 
We typically sell the equivalent of 7 homes of furniture a week . Our fabulous website is testimony to our outstanding service.

For inFormation on buying or Consigning visit us in-store or online at: 
themillionairesdaughter.com
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