
AA creative energy flows 
through James Woodcock of TDI 
Construction. For a time in his 
youth in South Africa he worked 
as an adventure tour guide, leading 
large groups on month-long camping 
excursions across several countries. He 
then followed his interest in cooking 
and landed in Stratford, Ontario, 
working as a pastry chef. It was in 
Stratford that he met his wife, Rachael 
MacMillan. Rachael introduced James 
to skiing in The Blue Mountains, and 
when they settled down together, they 
decided that Southern Georgian Bay was 
the right fit for them. 
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Continued on page 53

THIS PAGE: Rachael MacMillan and James 
Woodcock, with daughters Britta and Georgia 
and furry friend Milo, enjoy shade on the 
deck. A couple of steps down is the dining 
area and bar. OPPOSITE, TOP LEFT: From 
the street the new addition blends seamlessly 
with the original house. At the front door you 
can look across the street to the Mill Pond. 
TOP RIGHT: The large, covered deck is built 
for entertaining. MIDDLE LEFT: An arbour 
covered with Boston ivy is ready for dining 
al fresco. MIDDLE RIGHT: A yellow door on 
the playhouse mimics the front door of the 
home. The children clip their artwork and 
creations to the display strings. BOTTOM: A 
water feature adds soothing sounds to this 
well-planned outdoor space.

ourhomes   S P R I N G  2 0 1 7   |  5150  |  ourhomes   S P R I N G  2 0 1 7

feature



It was only then that James’s career returned to his family 
roots, following in the footsteps of his grandfather and 
father, who were both master carpenters. He and his father, 
Fred Woodcock (now retired), started TDI Construction 
together. It came naturally to James. He recalls, “When 
your parents have a business, you spend a lot of time at 
the business with them. So, as a kid, summer holidays, or 
whenever, I’d be working with my father. You’re exposed 
to so much.” James has even found similarities between his 
work as a pastry chef and his work in construction. “If you 
can ice a cake, you can drywall,” he laughs.

As James talks about his work, it’s easy to see that his 
creative energy shines through. “To be able to look at a 
building and see what you can do with it is a lot of fun 
for me,” he explains, “Oftentimes, if you don’t fight [the 
renovation process], and if you just let it take its own 
course, the end result can always be fun.” Continued on page 55

LEFT: A large pantry is 
built into the stone-clad 
wall separating the kitchen 
space from the living room. 
Open shelving incorporates 
reclaimed wood hung by 
plumbing pipes. BELOW: 
Rachael created a flower 
market for the girls using 
imitation flowers and pails 
with blackboard labels. 
OPPOSITE: Homework and 
crafts have lots of room 
at this integrated desk 
in the kitchen in front of 
large windows.

“If you don’t fight the renovation process, 
and if you just let it take its own course, 
the end result can always be fun.”
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His approach with clients is to find balance 
between necessity and originality. He’ll get an 
idea for what the homeowners need for their 
lifestyle; what spaces they use the most, and 
what they want to get out of their home. Then, 
he’ll bring innovation and creativity to those 
needs and comforts. “People want their homes 
to be beautiful,” he says. “A client may be an 
expert in their own field, but they may not 
necessarily be able to see the whole picture of 
a renovation. That’s the part I enjoy. I like to 
go beyond the standard, especially if they are 
a little more flexible, and if they are willing to 
take a little bit more of a risk, we can do some 
really fun stuff.”

The TDI Construction approach was put 
to the extreme when it came to renovating 
his own home in Thornbury. Rachael and 
James have two young daughters, Britta 
and Georgia, and an energetic dog, Milo, so 
family was the most important factor in their 
home renovation. 

The couple’s house is in a perfect location – 
a corner lot steps from a park and the Mill Pond 
where they canoe in the summer. But it was an 
outdated fixer-upper that would also need an 
addition to accommodate their growing family. 
The couple knew they would have their work 
cut out for them. Continued on page 57

A gas fireplace in a stone surround sits between 
windows that flood the living room with light. 
Behind the sofa, patio doors access the deck.

Flowers courtesy of Paperwhite Flowers.
ABOVE: The partial wall opposite the fireplace draws 
the eye towards the dining area. TOP RIGHT: Light 
from a contemporary chandelier illuminates the 
family’s heirloom china. A sliding barn door leads 
into the home office. BOTTOM RIGHT: Glass and 
steel stairs off the living room lead to the addition’s 
finished lower level.
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The renovation was a collaborative process. 
Their kitchen, which Rachael describes as “the 
most used room in the house,” is an example of 
compromise in their differing opinions. “Had it been 
all my way,” Rachael explains, “it would have been 
very different, and had it been all his way it would 
have been very different.” The result is a well-loved, 
bright, open-concept and functional kitchen space 
with lots of natural light. They chose Patrick 
McKee of Blindline Woodworking to produce 
cabinets, and sourced appliances at Macdonald’s 
BrandSource Home Furnishings and Leon’s. 
DB Electric handled the home’s electrical upgrades, 
and Baymount Plumbing Ltd. worked on the 
plumbing. Windows and doors to update the home 
came from Knights’ Home Building Centre, 
while Lindsay Herbert of Baywood Designs 
delivered window coverings.

The couple’s rustic, modern and organic style 
flows throughout their home. Neutral coloured 
walls (Benjamin Moore’s Cloud White and Revere 
Pewter) combine with accents of the original home’s 
lumber, used as sliding barn doors. These rustic 
accents are offset by stainless steel and glass railings 
by Northern Glass seen throughout the home’s 
four levels (lower level, main floor, second floor and 
attic). The home’s large extension allowed for an airy 
living room, a large master bedroom suite and a large 
basement playroom for Britta and Georgia.

Continued on page 58

The home’s addition 
allowed for a large master 
bedroom. OPPOSITE, 
TOP: Daughter Georgia’s 
bedroom has a comfortable 
reading nook. BOTTOM 
LEFT: The tile in the master 
en suite’s shower has the 
look of reclaimed wood. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: Daughter 
Britta gets a wee step 
up to her toddler bed, 
and plenty of shelves for 
books and toys.
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The couple created a bonus living area in the attic brightened 
by several skylights, which has become a great place for movie 
nights. Carpeting in the attic and playroom is from Meaford 
Carpets & Interiors.

Anticipating family living’s scratches and dings, James and Rachael 
went with durable and rustic-looking pine flooring by Colling-Wood 
Flooring throughout the main living areas and bedrooms, which 
James then sanded down and stained. In the lower-level playroom, the 
neutral colour scheme lets the girls’ art and toys pop, along with a set of 
primary coloured stairs and a wooden slide built by their grandfather. 

Continued on page 60

ABOVE: A peek 
down the hall from 
the master bedroom 
shows off the 
staircase. LEFT: On 
the top floor, three 
skylights brighten 
the space. James 
carved the rocking 
horse while awaiting 
the birth of his 
eldest daughter.

705.445.4694
705.446.2626
707.293.2323

78, 124, 126 Hurontario St
 Collingwood

leukbijhermas.ca

..you’re going to love leuk huis
Visit us at our newly expanded location at 78 Hurontario St.

Kevin and Lyall Ralph  |  705.466.6443  |  Creemore  |  kjralph@yahoo.ca

PROMOTING SUSTAINABLE DESIGNINTELLIGENT BUILDING SOLUTIONS
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The home’s outdoor space was essential for entertaining family and friends. In the 
warmer months, the family often sits under a covered deck, gathered around the built-in 
fire pit, serving dinner underneath a wooden arbour. James and Rachael planted Boston ivy 
at the base of the structure, which climbs over to create shade. Whispering Pines Outdoors 
Inc. collaborated on the landscaping. 

The home is a testament to TDI Construction’s approach to building and renovations: 
balancing the comforts and necessities of everyday life with creative and innovative style.  OH

In the home’s back 
entry, the children’s 
artwork is clipped 
to string and 
pasted on paper 
for constantly 
changing displays.

TOP: The addition’s 
finished lower level 
is transformed into a 
playroom with a place 
for every toy, plus 
artwork. FAR LEFT: 
The foundation of the 
original house dictated 
an elevated area on 
the lower level that the 
family has maximized 
with colourful stairs 
leading to a loft and a 
secret slide.

EXECUTIVE FAMILY HOME  
Brooke Ave. - Georgian Meadows

$669,000

CUSTOM TIMBERFRAME 
on Mill Creek

Grey Rd 119 - West of Ravenna
$1,389,000

Doug Beaumont Broker
Cell: 705.606.1046

doug@hearnbeaumont.ca

Anita Hearn Broker
Cell: 705.888.1551
anita@hearnbeaumont.ca

www.hearnbeaumont.ca
Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract.

     Spring arrivals!

Some new

CUSTOM  
BUILD RENOVATION SCOTTISH 

LONGHOUSE

From castles to cottages, we are your custom renovation/build specialists
Check out our brand new website and our exclusive 

Scottish Longhouse Designs designed for modern family living.

Scott Young
Georgian Triangle

705.888.2759
scott@scot-build.ca

www.scot-build.ca
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