
THE STYLE: Still family owned and operated, Smitty’s style 

continues to be Canadian through and through. “Over 80 per cent 

of our showrooms are full of Canadian-made furniture,” says Lani 

Lorenz, Smitty’s Sales Manager. “That’s something we are so very 

proud of.” Two such manufacturers are particularly close to home: 

Durham Furniture and Bogdon and Gross, which both specialize 

in solid wood bedroom furniture. The Smitty’s website lists 26 

reasons why you should buy Canadian-made pieces, including the 

fact that the quality and craftsmanship of furniture built in Canada 

is superior to that built overseas.

WHAT’S HOT: “Colour and pattern are really hot this spring,” says 

Mac Macinanti, a Certified Interior Decorator (CID) for Smitty’s. 

“You will see plaids, patterns and florals moving from pillows and 

accessories back on to furniture upholstery. People are craving colour 

and pattern after so many years of beige, grey, greige and neutrals.” 

FAVOURITES: It’s not easy to pick favourites with so many great 

Canadian manufacturers to choose from. “LeatherCraft is our 

premier bench-made leather company and Future has an incredible 

selection of fabrics,” explains Mac. “Décor-Rest, Superstyle, Trend-

Line and Brentwood Classics all meet the needs of the Canadian 

family and household, while Bermex makes fully customizable birch 

dining suites.” A staff favourite is a new line from Palliser called 

My Comfort. This line of recliners has swivel, rocker and recliner 

options in any choice of leather or fabric. They’re also available 

with the most amazing touch-power mechanism. 

GET THERE: 170 3rd St., Hanover,

519.364.3800, www.smittysfinefurniture.com  OH
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THE PLACE: The legacy of Smitty’s Fine Furniture 

dates back 64 years when Edward Schmidt, the son 

of German immigrants, joined the Peppler Furniture 

Company as head finisher. Better known as “Smitty,” 

Edward pursued his love of music and opened his 

own piano shop. It was his son, Elmer, who gained 

experience in the hardware and appliance business. 

In 1949 Elmer, his brother Lloyd and their father 

raised a retail store in the north end of Hanover 

across from the Canadian National Railway station. 

By 1962 Smitty’s started to attract thousands of 

customers from the much larger urban centres, just 

as it continues to do today. 

Smitty’s Sales Manager 
Lani Lorenz
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