
TTina and Peter MacPhail’s iconic timber 
frame house is poised on a hillside, set back 
almost a kilometre from the road in the 
hardwood bush. Their country drive roams 
along a two-acre pond and clearing before 
circling through maple forest to their door. 
It was this picturesque scene that drew 
Tina and Peter to the property south of 
Markdale in 2010. 

The couple had always had seasonal cottages in the region, having 
met as children while visiting their respective grandparents in 
Priceville. They live in Toronto, but were considering a home they could 
transition to year round. “Peter found out through the local grapevine 
that the owners of the timberframe he had been admiring were ready to 
downsize,” says Tina, “we jumped at the opportunity.”

Built in 1992, the 2,200 sq. ft. home has vaulted ceilings, two storeys 
with two separate lofts and six bedrooms. It is filled with comfort, 
light and warmth. The timber beams have stunning character. “The 
original owner and builder had an incredible vision for this property,” 
compliments Tina. 

While she and Peter have put their own twist on the home – 
bringing in architectural technologist Neil Pitcher of N Pitcher 
Designs, Peter Ruston of Decren Design and Chris Brown of 

ROAMING THE MAPLES

Countryside Builders to design and renovate the main floor with a 
loft space above, as well as the large deck overlooking the pond and the 
lower-level gym – there are a number of remnants of the original owners 
in the house. Carved into the mantel in the study on the main level is the 
name given to the property: Dunroamin, a nod to the Scottish heritage 
of the area. And above the great room, left behind was a wooden loon 
poised in flight and a set of bagpipes mounted high on the chimney. 
“Peter and our children play the bagpipes themselves, as well as others 
in Peter’s family; we are honoured to have them,” says Tina. What better 
spot to practice the bagpipes than in 25 acres of forest? 

Piping isn’t the only pastime that has Peter and Tina roaming 
the woods. Peter, who works by day in the mining industry, uses his 

OPPOSITE: Just outside Priceville, a stunning country property boasts 25 acres 
of maple forest, a huge swimming pond, colourful gardens and two very happy 
homeowners. RIGHT AND BELOW: Originally built in 1992, this timberframe 
home holds true charm with vaulted ceilings, large windows and some 
complementary upgrades.
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weekends at the end of the winter to collect the running sap from up to 
75 of their maple trees. He boils it down over a roaring fire and bottles 
up to 50 litres of MacPhail maple syrup for family and friends to savour. 

The MacPhails’ three adult children bring their families to visit, and 
both Tina and Peter have a large extended family in the area. Everyone 
gathers at Dunroamin. The open concept of the main floor lends itself 
to large gatherings around the custom dining table that the couple 
collaborated on with local blacksmith Dano Harris of Flesherton 
and Rockwood Tree Farm & Timber Frame Homes in Holland 
Centre. Tina was already using Harris to fabricate iron light fixtures, 
cabinet hardware and a pot rack in the kitchen, and Rockwood Tree 
Farms to supply the pine slab island top, bar top and shelving in the 
kitchen, so she approached each to work together on a dining table. 
The result is two iron trestles wrapped around a pine timber base, with 
a natural-edge pine slab tabletop. Guests sit at a church pew Peter’s 
mother purchased long ago when the Priceville United Church was 
decommissioned. An antique cabinet sits open in the corner to display 
the MacPhails’ antique red glass collection and other family heirlooms. 

“The cabinet used to belong to the Durham Funeral Home, to display 
urns,” says Tina. “We’ve given it new life here.” 

Tina’s passion for marrying old and new had her sourcing the 
kitchen’s hanging pendants at a local auction. She worked with Ken 
Meesters of Lighten Up Electric Ltd. in Flesherton to wire them, as 
well as many of the unique light fixtures in the home, including a set of 
four pendants that hang from antique red pulleys that Tina designed. 

Stonemason Henry Nuhn from Durham covered the back of the 
long bar in the kitchen with StoneRox, as well as the wall behind the 
stove that gives the suggestion of a chimney. Nuhn also worked outside 
the house to clad the home’s footing with Owen Sound Ledgerock, 
as well as the wall of the new sun deck. 

Ted Hunter at The Old Barn in Hanover designed and installed 
impeccable granite countertops in the kitchen and bath. With his 
guidance, the MacPhails selected a black titanium granite for the kitchen, 
having Hunter craft it with a natural edge to complement the organic 
feel of the home, and a leathered texture with matte finish to hide marks 
and make for easy cleanup. The counters sit atop cabinets designed and 

ABOVE: The entire main floor floods 
with natural light through soaring 
windows. The dining table is the 
stunning result of a collaboration 
between blacksmith Dano Harris and 
Rockwood Tree Farm & Timber Frame 
Homes. TOP RIGHT: The kitchen saw 
a major makeover, which opened it 
up to the rest of the main floor. New 
cabinets are topped with a leathered 
granite by The Old Barn – crafted 
with a natural edge to complement 
the pine-slab island, bar-top and open 
shelving. RIGHT: A spiral staircase 
purchased on Kijiji leads up to a second 
loft area above the kitchen.

BELOW: Homeowner Tina MacPhail tries to spend as 
much time as possible at her country retreat. RIGHT: A 
cosy and rustic living area shares a wood-burning fireplace 
with an adjoining guest room. An old set of bagpipes was 
left by the previous owners and hangs high above the 
fireplace – a treasure to the MacPhails considering three 
of the four family members play the instrument.

Continued on page 38
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installed by Van Dolder’s Kitchen and Bath in Owen Sound. The 
kitchen window is from Cedarport Window & Door Centre Inc. in 
Thornbury.

The Old Barn also crafted the black marinace granite counter in their 
main-floor powder room, a special granite of pressed riverbed stones 
(plumbing by Artery Kitchen & Bath of Flesherton). The MacPhails 
had Ted Hunter use more of the marinace to craft floor tiles for the front 
foyer, finishing it with a centre tile of the same black titanium from the 
kitchen. 

Flooring throughout the main floor was replaced by Nostalgic 
Wood Inc., using stunning, reclaimed elm barn board. In 2011, the 
home’s original builder Thistlewood Timber Frame Homes erected 
a loft above the kitchen, which the couple accesses by a spiral iron 
staircase, another fascinating find that Tina found second hand for sale 
through Kijiji. 

Stepping out to their new sundeck through french doors sourced at 
S&S Timber Mart in Flesherton, the couple enjoy the view over their 
property. Maple stumps of varying height stand in for side tables and 
a cocktail stand, cut by Peter from the wood on their property. “We 
love it out here,” breathes Tina. In their comfortable, natural home that 
marries old and new, the couple are done roaming.  OH
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RIGHT: One of six bedrooms, this one boasts a lovely view out to the pond and 
gardens. The hanging light above the bed was once an “ugly” old lamp that Tina 
repurposed. BELOW: It’s easy to get inspired in the newly-renovated, downstairs 
gym. A wall of windows offers beautiful scenery and lets in loads of natural light.

CountrySide   BUILDERS
new home construction    |    renovations & additions    |    custom wood working

Chris Brown

Serving Grey County    countrysidebuilders.ca    519.794.2174

Countryside_Sum14.indd   1 14-06-04   2:47 PM

38  |  ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 1 4

feature


