
OPPOSITE: Built by Bruce County Custom Cabinets, 
the kitchen embodies the home’s eclectic style 
with a mix of reclaimed wood, granite countertops, 
modern appliances and industrial fixtures. LEFT: 
Upholstered wicker dining chairs add to the beachy 
look. BELOW: Steve Dennison of Dennison Homes, 
Kaitlyn Shular of K Interiors and Larry Lange – all 
part-owners of Bruce County Custom Cabinets. 
BOTTOM: Leathered granite countertops by The 
Old Barn suit the space perfectly.

HHeading up to the cottage is one commute 
no one seems to mind. There’s something 
about pulling out of the driveway late 
Friday afternoon that lifts some weight 
off the shoulders and makes the air seem a 
little bit fresher. Upon arrival, the last five 
days are a memory and the next two are all 
that matter. 

This is a familiar feeling for Janet and Scott Roberts, who’ve both 
enjoyed vacation time in Port Elgin and Southampton since they were 
kids. The couple, married 35 years, live in Guelph, where they were 
both born and raised and where they run a successful business together, 
OPTVIA Logistics & Warehousing Inc. 
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Now, with a family of their own, the Roberts are still making the 
weekly trip north, to make the most of Port Elgin’s beautiful lakeshore. 
In 2004 they purchased a small trailer to spend weekends on the beach, 
then, in 2006 they put in a park model trailer. “We knew we’d eventually 
want to build a cottage up here,” says Janet. “The property we found 
actually had an old cottage on it, which we were going to leave and build 
onto, but we ended up tearing it down and severing the lot in two.”

Janet says the original idea was to build a cottage and sell it, then 
move to the other lot. However, they love their new cottage so much that 
they’ve decided to keep it and will eventually sell the second lot instead.

Custom built by Steve Dennison of Dennison Homes, the 
Roberts’ new summer home has many striking features, but none more 
so than the view. “We had the house designed around the view – so you 
can see the lake from nearly every single room,” says Janet, admitting 
that she’d sometimes get caught up in the interior style and Steve would 
need to remind her that “the prize is outside.”

Large windows in every room offer a picturesque landscape of 
beautiful Lake Huron. Designer Kaitlyn Shular of K Interiors worked 
with the homeowner and builder throughout the building process 
to bring the surrounding outdoor elements into the interior design. 
“We melded a rustic and beachy look together because when you look 
outside, there are rocks and trees as well as beach,” she says.

The resulting style is quite eclectic. A mix of reclaimed wood and 
timbers from Timeless Materials North, glass from Owen Sound 
Glass Service, contemporary furnishings, and industrial light fixtures 
and pipe railings all come together seamlessly. Neutral, earthy Benjamin 
Moore paint colours (Martin’s Home Hardware) tie in with the look 
and make the view even more vibrant.

Bruce County Custom Cabinets built the kitchen and all 
built-ins throughout the home. This is also where the trifecta of builder, 
designer and cabinetmaker first came together. Co-owned by builder 
Steve Dennison, designer Kaitlyn Shular and cabinetry specialist 

ABOVE: Every seat in the great 
room offers a magnificent view of 
sunsets over Lake Huron, which 
is homeowner Janet Roberts’ 
favourite feature. All flower 
arrangements were provided by 
Bayberry’s Flower Gift Shop in 
Southampton. TOP RIGHT: Janet 
says it’s all in the details, like the 
faucet and taps attached to the 
mirror in the powder room. RIGHT: 
A unique staircase makes a bold 
statement, combining glass and 
reclaimed wood with steel piping.

Continued on page 22
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Larry Lange, Bruce County Custom Cabinets often brings the three 
companies together on custom builds such as this one.

The Roberts’ kitchen features an abundance of beautiful cabinetry, 
including lovely display cabinets along the top. Stunning, leathered 
granite countertops by The Old Barn complement the reclaimed 
timbers and continue the transitional look. Appliances are from 
Square Deal Neil’s Appliances & Electronics.

The kitchen opens to both the dining and great room, which forms 
one large space that’s ideal for entertaining. Janet cites the great room 
as her favourite, saying “It offers a comfy and relaxing area to take in the 
stunning view and the spectacular sunsets.” 

Though they’ve only been enjoying the cottage for about a year now, the 
Roberts have made some lasting memories and have even started a family 
tradition. Whoever’s heading to the cottage on Friday tries to get there as 
early as possible to ring in the weekend with a great game of dominoes. 

Guests are not only welcome at the cottage, but are offered comfy and 
colourful accommodations with a view, of course! Each of the three guest 
rooms upstairs is outfitted with a certain colour: blue, green or orange. 

TOP: The master en suite is spa-like with 
a large soaker tub and glassed-in shower. 
ABOVE: Even the laundry room features a 
large window with a picturesque view. RIGHT: 
The main-floor master bedroom leaves little 
to be desired with an incredible lake-view and 
lovely, contemporary furnishings.

Continued on page 24
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“I like anything different,” says Janet. “It’s a fall-in-love factor and 
when I fall in love with something, I really want to make it work.” The 
love factor in the case of the guest rooms is the multi-coloured bench, 
which she pulled a colour from for each room. “They’re transient 
rooms,” says Janet. “By having a specific colour, people are more 
connected to the room. Guests are always commenting on which colour 
room they have and often want to stay in the same room next time.”

One of the family’s favourite pastimes is riding the bike trail from 
Port Elgin to Southampton. Since settling in, Janet and Scott have 
bought a bike for each family member so they can all make the trip 
together, and when they have guests, they often rent additional bikes 
from Martin’s Bicycle Shop in Southampton for the weekend.

This summer will be the first that’s fully enjoyed without the task 
of decorating, furnishing or completing construction, and though they 
have some new renovation plans, such as putting a covered deck with a 
pizza oven off the dining room, the Roberts family is very much looking 
forward to enjoying their Port Elgin escape.  OH

One of the three guest rooms upstairs, the 
orange room is bright and fresh and promises a 
morning smile. Each room features its own colour-
coordinated towels and the very same bench, 
which is the original source of inspiration for the 
themed bedrooms. Built-in dressers are another 
unique quality of this custom home.

LOCAL SOURCE GUIDE
Aiken Brothers Plumbing, Heating & Electrical, 

Bayberry’s Flower Gift Shop, Bruce County Custom 

Cabinets, Dennison Homes, K Interiors, Martin’s Home 

Hardware, Owen Sound Glass Service, Shouldice 

Designer Stone, Square Deal Neil’s Appliance & 

Electronics, The Old Barn, Timeless Materials North, 

Wiarton Home Building Centre From concept to completion...we bring your vision to life.
Kichens | Vanities | Built-Ins       519.483.1188         www.brucecountycustomcabinets.ca
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