
WWhen it comes to friends, we socialize with people 
we get along with. People who share the same values, people we can 
learn from and people who will support us when we need a little help. 
Business should be no different.

Members of the Saugeen Home Builders Trade Association 
(SHBTA) know this, and their group of likeminded business professionals 
is akin to a group of friends in that regard.

The association, comprised of six categories of members (builders, 
sub-contractors, manufacturers, suppliers, service providers 
and professionals) is currently 38 members strong. This includes 
representation from general contractors and home builders to renovators 
and sub-trades (masons, painters, decorators, landscaping design and 
installation, plumbing, heating and air conditioning specialists, concrete 
contractors, manufacturers, suppliers and retailers, utility and service 
providers, professional planning and design services).

They all work together to promote their industry as a whole, to 
continuously learn and grow and to support the wealth of local talent 
in the region. 

“The Saugeen Home Builders and Trade Association is proud of 
the on-going efforts of its members to raise the professionalism of the 
building industry,” says Lisa MacDonald, Executive Officer for the 
SHBTA. Members meet bi-monthly to listen to guest speakers, attend 
seminars and network. They also attend training events and local and 
regional conferences.

“The construction industry can get a bad rap for being shady, but 
we are a legit professional group and we take pride in what we do,” says 
Robert Mayerhofer, owner of Robert Mayerhofer Decorator & Painter 
and a director on the SHBTA board of directors. He has been a member 
of the association for over 10 years. 

Mayerhofer had dabbled with memberships in other types of 
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professional groups but found the specificity of the SHBTA better suited 
his needs and working with more similar trades was more beneficial to 
his own business. “Most of us are in this for the long-haul,” he says, “so it’s 
great to work with a local group of people in the same industry.”

The SHBTA was founded in 1992 by “a few local contractors with 
members from the building community, a hardware supplier and a 
natural gas supplier,” says MacDonald. The group’s first meetings were 
held in Hanover, graduated to a country restaurant between Hanover and 
Durham and are now regularly held at a restaurant in Clifford. Meetings 
are casual and fun, but still maintain the original goal of the 1992 
founders: to “raise the awareness and the professionalism of the building 
community,” according to MacDonald. In fact, she says, each year the 
group grows stronger and raises its status and reputation more and more. 

Member businesses also continue to grow. Just like a group of 
friends, it’s hard for them to agree on the association’s biggest success 
story – which in itself says a lot. With so much local support, some 
businesses that started extremely small are now opening new offices, 
expanding their services and hiring more local employees. 

“This is a self-help organization that works together to increase the 
professional talents of its members and to create consumer awareness 
of the organization and its members,” says MacDonald. “All members 

must abide by a code of ethics, which credits their professionalism in 
the construction industry.” Obviously they’re doing something right. 

It’s not all about the businesses in the association, though. The SHBTA 
also gives back to the local community as much as possible. For a few 
years, the association held an annual dinner featuring sports celebrities as 
guest speakers to raise funds for the Make-A-Wish Foundation. Guests 
included Ron MacLean, Bobby Baun and Angelo Mosca.

Similarly, the local association sponsored one of its own members 
and spouse to join an Ontario Home Builders’ Association building 
project in the Dominican Republic in 2010. They also raised funds to 
donate equipment for the same build. 

The SHBTA also donates funds and time for local Habitat for 
Humanity builds, for which they have been recognized many times 
over. They have also been recognized by the Ontario Youth Apprentice 
Program (OYAP) Regional Technical Skills Challenge for sponsorship.

This July 16, the SHBTA will hold a golf tournament at BlackHorse 
Golf & Country Resort in Kincardine to raise more funds for their 
charitable efforts. 

Learn more about how you can take part in their charity events or 
become a member of SHBTA at www.saugeenhomebuilders.ca.  OH

SHBTA members 
work at a Habitat 
For Humanity 
build, while others 
enjoy the annual 
golf tournament.
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