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Bruce and Cynthia Everest’s fondest 
memories include days spent at 
their old family cottage just minutes 
north of Southampton. It was 
where they watched their son and 
daughter grow, spending many a 
summer’s day entertaining and 
enjoying all the coastline has to 
offer. Newly retired, they are back 
at their favourite retreat, full-time 
in a new home.

“We’ve been coming to the area for 30 years… since the kids 
were little,” says Cynthia. “This house is kind of our dream 
for our retirement, and we chose this location because we 
think it’s beautiful. It was always our refuge from our crazy 
work lives.”

Before settling in Southampton, the couple resided 
just north of Burlington, commuting to downtown 
Toronto from Waterdown for work. Their new home in 
Southampton is a huge change of pace for their family.

They had originally purchased another lot closer to the 
downtown core, but Cynthia was having a hard time giving 
up the prospect of living so close to the beach.

“We were up here for the May 24th weekend and we 
drove by these three lots that had just been severed,” she 
recalls. The lots allowed for the newly retired couple 
to merge their dream of a house and a cottage onto one 
property; making way for the comfort and amenities of 
modern living, all while keeping the charm of a cottage. 

Construction began in May of 2014, and Bruce and 
Cynthia were able to move into the house by November. 
Adding elements they favoured from Southampton’s rich 
marine heritage, the pair designed a house suited to their 
needs. Built by Dennison Homes, the house, as Cynthia 
has so cleverly coined it, is what you could call “coastal 
contemporary.” Many of the ideas for the house came from 
the beach house in the movie Something’s Got to Give.

“I’ve read a lot of articles and decorating magazines 
where people talk about that house because it’s so 
inspirational,” she laughs. With the movie in mind, they set 
out to decorate their new home. Interior design consultant 
Kaitlyn Shular of K Interiors had them visit barebirch 
in Owen Sound. Décor and furniture from the boutique, 
featuring organic materials such as birch bark and 
driftwood, now infuse the living space. A palette of greys, 
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The home is 
den is decorated 
in a suiting nautical 
theme. This room doubles as 
a guest space with a pullout sofa. 
OPPOSITE TOP RIGHT: Bruce and Cynthia 
Everest relax in their living room with their 
loyal golden retriever. OPPOSITE RIGHT: 
Just around the corner from the Everests’ 
home, the Southampton harbour and the 
picturesque Front Range Light are visible. 
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both warm and dramatic, comprises the colour scheme throughout the 
home (Martin’s Home Hardware).

The relaxed coastal theme is especially evident in the open-concept 
kitchen designed by Kaitlyn and installed by Bruce County Custom 
Cabinets. Accompanied by a three-season screened-in porch, which 
offers beautiful views of their property, the kitchen’s traditional 
shaker cabinets line its three walls and complement the contemporary 
quartz counter tops (The Old Barn Polished Stone Creations). A 
farmhouse sink and glass subway tiles are perfect additions to the space 
and are bound to be admired by many who enjoy a cup of coffee or a 
glass of wine around the kitchen’s large island.

“They did a beautiful job,” says Cynthia about Bruce County Custom 
Cabinets. “I am so happy with the quality. I love the backsplash that 
Kaitlyn found to go with the quartz,” she adds. Kaitlyn says they were 
always on the same page throughout the project. 

Extending from the kitchen is matching dark cabinetry and counter 
space, complete with an under counter beverage fridge. The cabinetry 
leads into the dining and living area, all beneath a custom-milled 
wood ceiling.

“The ceiling was one of our big splurges,” explains Cynthia. “We 
really wanted to have that look... it was an upgrade we requested after 
the original plan.”

Distressed oak flooring is a stylish but functional compromise for 
Abbey – their beloved Golden Retriever.

“I love that the house is so bright and airy, yet has amazing elements 
that keep it grounded, like the river stone in the fireplace,” says Kaitlyn.

The fireplace (Aiken Brothers Plumbing Heating and 
Electrical) immediately draws attention and is accompanied by 
Eldorado stone from Shouldice Designer Stone. Dennison Homes 
completed the masonry work around the hearth and on the exterior 
and was intended to replicate the river rock found at their old family 

ABOVE: The river rock 
fireplace, which takes 
centre stage in the 
living room, harkens to 
the couple’s cottage 
roots. Built-in shelving 
provides individual 
nooks for decorative 
pieces. RIGHT: Office 
space, comprised of a 
built-in unit, doubles as 
a den and guest space in 
the compact retirement 
home. FAR RIGHT: A 
coatrack, made from a 
panel of Cynthia’s great 
grandmother’s piano 
(painted and restored), 
hangs outside the 
laundry room.

In the kitchen, white cabinetry, a wainscoted 
island and apron sink lend a country vibe to 
the contemporary glass subway tiles and 
distressed hardwood flooring. Recessed 
shelving in the kitchen island offers cubbies 
for displaying cook books. 
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cottage. The fireplace is enveloped by more 
floor-to-ceiling custom shelving and cabinetry 
– one of Bruce’s favourite features.

Large windows run perpendicular to the 
fireplace and allow for warm natural light 
to cascade in. The powder room, laundry 
room and den are located off the hallway 
towards the front entrance of the home. The 
second storey is home to a large landing, three 
bedrooms and a beautiful guest bathroom. 

The Everests’ house is graced by hand 
painted furniture. Whether it be a cabinet, 
handmade and given to Cynthia by her father, 
or a treasure found at the nearby Keady 
Market, Cynthia has given the furniture a 
new lease on life. Small tokens of history 
from the area, such as photographs and maps, 
are also scattered about. As a retired teacher 
and history buff, these are pieces to have 
in the home.

The master bedroom shares the same 
breathtaking view as the kitchen. Ceiling 
detailing found in the lower level is also 
reflected in their bedroom, which features a 
walk-in closet and en suite. Its spa tub, walk-
in shower and heated marble floors (Tile by 
Tyler) are illuminated by elegant, yet serene, 
Feiss light fixtures.

The couple can now enjoy their 
property year-round and its proximity to 
the waterfront.

“We love it,” says Bruce. “It’s certainly 
more than I thought it would be. It just blows 
me away, this place, and far exceeds anything 
I expected.” 

They now have enough space to watch 
their family continue to grow and continue to 
make new memories, just as fond as the ones 
they’ve made here in Southampton and along 
the lakeshore in the past.  OH
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The master bedroom is a neutral respite, 
featuring luxurious greys and bold blacks. 
BELOW LEFT: The master en suite comes 
complete with mosaic tile flooring and his 
and her sinks. The wide-panel wainscoting 
around the bathtub and shaker panel 
cabinetry gives the room a modern 
cottage feel.

Kitchens, Vanities, Built-Ins
519.483.1188
SOUTHAMPTON 

100% Custom Homes
519.483.1199
SOUTHAMPTON 

www.brucecountycustomcabinets.ca www.dennisonhomes.ca

SALES & SERVICE • NEW & USED
Hwy 21, Southampton     519-797-3905 
sinclairtv@bmts.com      www.squaredealneils.ca
Large enough to serve you, small enough to care! 

SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 60 YEARS

SQUARE DEAL NEIL’S
TV AND APPLIANCES

IT’S TIME TO RETHINK THE GARAGE.®
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