
AA world of possibility and promise 
awa its  v is itors  to  Gr and v iew 
Homes’  model home and design 
centre where the doors open to a 
family of specialists excited about 
collaborating to create new homes.

Owners Linda and Randy Brown have constructed a close-knit 
staffing team with a shared vision of excellence at every step.

“Everyone working here is really good at their job and 
extremely passionate about making the process of home-buying a 
positive experience,” says Grandview design consultant Kristylynn 
Leibel, the Georgian College grad and entrepreneur who also 
heads up KL Interior Design. “We strive to go over and above 
for everybody.”

Indeed, the warm welcome received upon crossing the 
threshold of the model home turns potential clients into fast 
friends. Here, coffee is always on and the cupCAKEs on offer are 
as beautiful as they are delicious. Fresh floral arrangements from 
Joshua’s Greenery add a final cosy touch.

Grandview is a popular Sunday-afternoon destination and 
Barrie sales manager Camini Persaud-Clark is happily busy 
answering questions and finalizing paperwork. In another room, 
sales rep Joanne Banman explains the many style and colour 
combinations available for the heritage-style brick homes to a 
young couple who are at the next step in the process. Nearby, 
their charming toddler focuses more on his cookie than the quality 
appointments of the new home where he’ll grow up.

It’s Joanne’s job to guide homeowners to their preferred palette 
of exterior colours and textures, while ensuring each home in 
the community remains entirely unique. “Our exterior packages 
are pre-determined by our expert Tara Clarke and we have a 
large range of packages to choose from,” Joanne says. Consistent 
throughout, however, is the craftsmanship of Jeld-Wen Windows 
& Doors, Hymask Roofing, Roger’s Plumbing, Coulson 
Complete Services and Gatt Electric.

BY  KATHLEEN  DUNCAN
PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

GRANDVIEWingenuity

The Grandview Abbey 2 model home in Barrie’s Bear Creek Hollow is 
a four-bedroom, 2,625 sq. ft. beauty. The living room at the front and 
dining room next to the kitchen at the back are spacious and beautifully 
decorated, giving new homeowners a vision of what their home can be. 

Continued on page 56
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While the tot’s parents discuss exterior finishes, Joanne offers a 
newcomer a bottle of water while greeting a familiar face who just popped 
in with a measuring tape.

Before homebuyers can get to the task of choosing shingles and 
furniture placement, they must first decide on a community. Grandview 
Homes currently has four in development. A short walk from Barrie’s 
Kempenfelt Bay, Summerhill Estates has the look of a quaint seaside 
community. Cape Cod cedar shake accents are an option. Across town, 
close to an abundance of environmentally protected land, Phase 3 of Bear 
Creek Hollow has been released. 

Collingwood’s Mountaincroft sits nestled between the shores of 
Georgian Bay and the Blue Mountains. The newly announced subdivision 
of Mayberry Estates in Keswick prepares to unveil its brand new model 
home. The grand opening is slated for April 26.

Regardless of location, dozens of lots and models are available to suit 
every taste and family make-up – from the Grange bungalow, measuring 
1,350 sq. ft., to the two-storey Wendover that boasts four bedrooms, a 
study and a two-storey foyer over its spacious 3,650 sq. ft. 

The mid-range Abbey 2 (2,625 square feet) is showcased in the model 
home at 2 Auburn Court in Barrie. Originally designed by Kristylynn’s 
predecessor Tara Clarke, it features Continental Fireplaces in the 
great room and master bedroom, a Cultured Stone drystacked ledgestone 
accent wall (from Patene Building Supplies Ltd.) in the dining room 

and shower enclosures by Lake Simcoe Glass & Mirror Services with 
rain-head shower fixtures by Kohler.

Upgrade options like Cambria quartz countertops in the KitchenCraft 
Kitchen and Mirage engineered hardwood five-inch plank flooring have 
been chosen to demonstrate the potential, says Kristylynn, who invites 
homeowners to Grandview Homes’ new downtown-Barrie design centre 
when they’ve finished up with Joanne. Specializing in large-scale renos, 
custom homes and cottages, Kristylynn’s design philosophy is on display 
in the Dunlop Street East showroom.

“I’m pretty well-known for neutral tones and texture variations,” she 
says, considering her professional style. “It’s pretty transitional. I like 
the mix of cleaner, contemporary lines with the character and history of 
traditional design.

“You can really change the look of your home with the choice of door 
style, hardware, trim and paint colour,” she explains, noting all paints to 
be Verda’s VOC-free products. “You can go entirely standard here and 
have a stunning result.”

That’s because nine-foot main-floor ceilings with California stucco, 
modern rounded corners, superior 40-ounce carpet with 10 mm foam 
underpad and imported Ceratec ceramic tile all come standard, as do 
satin nickel interior hardware, oak stairs and pickets (from Barrie 
Trim & Mouldings), oversize windows and five-and-a-quarter-inch 
baseboards throughout. Continued on page 60

ABOVE AND BELOW: This eat-in kitchen 
has room for a long harvest table if desired. 
The family room is cosy and a nice place 
to gather with a walk-out to the backyard.  
BOTTOM LEFT: The pretty powder room 
is located off the foyer. All the walls in the 
main areas of this model are painted Light 
Blue by Farrow and Ball.

THIS PAGE AND OPPOSITE, TOP LEFT: The U-shaped 
kitchen in the Abbey 2 captures the possibilities. White 
glass-fronted upper cabinets line the walls, while a 
chocolate island and wine rack provide additional storage 
and prep space. All counters are quartz by Cambria, 
making this a well-planned space for any family to enjoy. 

o u r h o m e s  s p r i n g  2 0 1 4  5756  o u r h o m e s  s p r i n g  2 0 1 4

h o m e  &  b u i l d e r



FAR LEFT AND LEFT: 
The master en suite 
is pure luxury with 
a double vanity, a 
separate shower and 
corner tub. BELOW 
LEFT: The other three 
bedrooms upstairs 
can accommodate 
kids or guests. A visit 
to the model is pure 
inspiration. BELOW: 
The landing upstairs is a 
bonus and can be used 
as a homework station, 
office, reading nook or 
play area. 

The master is one of four bedrooms located in the 
very spacious upper level. There’s a separate closet 
for him and one especially for her. 
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“On average, though, homeowners spend between $35,000 
and $45,000 in upgrades – mainly in the kitchen and on the 
f looring because they’ve done their research and know the 
added investment will be worthwhile,” she adds. “Grandview 
has been around 14 years now and we have some people on their 
second or third house with us. A local real estate agent likes to 
do Grandview resales because he says he can get significantly 
more per home than those crafted by other builders. Our high-
quality materials, construction and finishes are well known and 
definitely selling points.”

As she looks around the design centre (here, the gluten-free 
cupcakes are from Cheeky Treats), Kristylynn points out the 
vast sample inventory. During a typical three-hour appointment, 
home-buyers will share their Pinterest boards and other examples 
of their preferred look, and then they’ll all get to work selecting 
everything in the kitchen and baths, as well as the flooring, railings, 
paint colours¸ fireplaces and stone walls throughout the house.

“We have about 200 tiles to choose from and a few hundred 
doors,” she says. “The possibilities are nearly endless. It’s semi-
custom, so basically any style is available. We’ve removed the 
cookie-cutter effect.”

It ’s  al l  part of the process of creating dream homes, 
neighbourhoods and family memories.  OH

Grandview has an incredible design centre in downtown Barrie where 
new homeowners can select finishes for their homes in a relaxed 
atmosphere with expert help from the pros. BELOW: The Grandview 
Team Left to Right: Camini Persaud-Clarke, Sales Manager Barrie; 
Kristylynn Leibel, Design Consultant; Joanne Banman, Sales 
Representative; Melinda Anley-Grams, Sales Manager, Collingwood.
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